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“So, you want me to fuck another man?!” yells Knut. “Jesus, you’re crazy! Do I look like a goddamn fag?”
Knut grabs his backpack and slams the car door. He trudges up the sanded pathway to his childhood home, the snow crunching beneath his heavy hiking boots. Lene leans her head against the steering wheel and wonders whether Knut might be right. Is she crazy for wanting to try sex with two men at the same time?
“Keep an eye on your Honda,” advises Varingen, Nittedal’s local newspaper, a week later.
The article reports that five snow blowers have been stolen on the outskirts of Oslo in the past week. The thief appears to specialize in Honda machines. The police are working flat out to find clues in and around garages.
“At least there’s something going on,” mumbles Lene’s mother.
She is sitting at the kitchen table leafing through the newspaper when Lene gets home.
“How was work today? You look pale,” she tells her daughter.
“I’m beat. The only people in the bar tonight were a bunch of bubble-headed girls who had just turned eighteen, hell-bent on getting drunk out of their minds. They totally ignored me. Not a penny in tips. Even though I told every one of the bitches she was my best customer. They were all over the good-looking waiters. Like any of them would want to fuck one of those idiots.”
Lene goes up to her room and crashes on the bed. She calls Knut for the eighth time today.
“Hi, it’s me again.”
“What do you want now?” asks Knut.
“You haven’t changed your mind?”
“No, I’ve told you a thousand times. Have you?”
“I mean, you don’t have to do anything you don’t want to,” continues Lene.
“Stop nagging me, Lene. I don’t intend to salve your conscience by saying that I want to do this. I’m only doing it for your sake. You know that.”
Then Knut falls silent. As if waiting for Lene to go on. What does he expect to hear this time? That she has changed her mind? That she really doesn’t want to do it either? That she was just testing him? That he is enough for her?
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