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5. Literature and Information Search 
for Your Paper

Having good knowledge of literature, data and material is an important part of be-

coming a qualified professional with a higher education. A great part of writing a 

good paper is your choice of literature and the way you use it. We therefore recom-

mend that anyone writing research papers must have or acquire basic knowledge of 

conducting information searches at the library in order to be properly equipped to 

search for subject-specific literature when necessary. The resources for this can be 

found at the end of this chapter.

To write a research paper, you must be able to conduct independent information 

searches. You need to know:

 ■ Which subject-specific literature, journals and portals, etc. your research library 

has access to.

 ■ How the information specialists, librarians, your supervisor and other teachers 

can help you.

 ■ How to conduct searches using Google and other search engines.

 ■ How to decide which literature to include and exclude on the basis of your 

research question, search strategy, general knowledge of source criticism and 

recommendations from your supervisor and institution.

It is also wise to set deadlines and set aside time for the different phases of the in-

formation and literature search (e.g. for data collection, documentation, etc.). Finally 

you should set a deadline for the entire literature and information search for your 

paper – and stick with it.

Literature and information searches can be conducted on several levels, all of 

which you must acquaint yourself with. Every time you advance in your studies (BA, 

MA, dissertation, PhD), your searches must similarly be conducted on a higher level. 

You should take part in any relevant courses on literature and information searches, 

information handling and information competencies offered by your research library.
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