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FOREWORD

Almost ten years of teaching methodology and philosophy of science at Copenhagen Business School and the University of Copenhagen has convinced me of the need for a short, practical book about how to construct and write a good academic research paper.

Although many similar books have been written, it is my experience that students do not read them (they are often very long); hence, this short practical book.

The book is based on my experiences as a lecturer in the methodology and philosophy of science, as a supervisor and examiner, as well as numerous interviews with other examiners, censors, teachers, and students. I would like to thank all the supervisors, teachers, censors, and students from whom I have received invaluable feedback on and input to this book. Especially, I would like to thank Katherine Greenberg for her many comments and ideas.

Peter Haisler

Copenhagen, April 6, 2011

CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
This concise book gives tangible advice on how to write a good academic research paper. It is useful for those writing term papers, one-year projects, bachelor’s or master’s theses. The book is structured chronologically in accordance with the research and writing process and is thus divided into three parts: Before, During, and After.
The learning objectives of most study programs at tertiary educational programs are almost entirely based on methodological criteria. This means that all academic research papers − short as well as long − are largely graded according to the quality of their research methodology. Thus, if you want to obtain a good grade on your academic research paper, you need to have a solid understanding of both the various existing research methodologies and how to structure an academic paper around them. The latter is the focus of this book.
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