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      ”I had different roots, I came

from a different culture, but I

nevertheless felt that I suddenly

had a framework. I had heard

Grundtvig’s name in many

other contexts. I had come

across his ideas at a time when

I was not alert to them. Now

his ideas provoked me, I saw

them everywhere! There had to

be something in them that was

universal.

 
 Edicio dela Torre,

The Philippines 1993  
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			 Endorsements


” We live in a Scandinavian moment. Danes especially may have found the secret to a more just society and a purposeful, happy life. This book provides an outstanding introduction, suitable both for those new to Grundtvig as well as those who know Grundtvig well. It expands on Grundtvig’s views of society, education, and church to provide an accessible overview of Grundtvig’s ongoing, multi-cultural relevance for today. With helpful illustrations throughout, this is the best introduction to Grundtvig in English. “Human Comes First!” is Grundtvig’s rallying cry. It is a stance behind which we can all rally.


			Mark Mattes, PhD, Department Chair, Theology and Philosophy, Grand View University, Des Moines, Iowa. 

	

” Grundtvig is a pioneer of the concept and practice of adult education and lifelong learning. His idea of popular enlightenment and education through a People’s High School where young people of 18 to 26 years of age would be provided with learning for life was so revolutionary that it spread from Denmark throughout Scandinavia and then to the rest of the world. It paved the path for national development through peaceful means. In addition, Grundtvig was also a great poet, theologian, philosopher, mythologist and linguist. Anders Holm has done a great service by writing an introductory volume containing both Grundtvig’s texts as well as a running commentary, footnotes, background and a chapter highlighting Grundtvig’s legacy around the world.


Professor Asoke Bhattacharya, Director, Bangladesh Institute of Lifelong Learning, Dhaka, Bangladesh, Formerly Professor, Jadavpur University, Kolkata, India. 


” N.F.S. Grundtvig (1783-1872) has never seemed more relevant than today, with our current political divisions. He developed a theology and a cultural programme that managed to square the circle between liberalism and respect for national and local cultures. It is the perfect moment for the publication of an introduction of the quality of this one. It brilliantly weaves together, in a chronological fashion, the great man’s life, work, and a small sample of his own writing. Because Grundtvig transcends disciplinary boundaries, this is a work which should be of interest to historians, theologians, literary scholars, religious studies, cultural studies, political science, and even educational research.


Linda Woodhead, MBE FAcSS, Professor, Dept of Politics, Philosophy and Religion, Director, Institute for Social Futures, Lancaster University. 


” Grundtvig was revered (and thought of himself) as a kind of prophet: his words anticipate (and are consulted) in many of the current discussions about tensions between local and global community, about the fundamental place of education in democracies, about the overlapping of religion, education, and vocation. There is no one better trained and educated to introduce Grundtvig to the English-speaking world than Anders Holm.


Mark Bradshaw Busbee, Professor and Chair, Department of English, Samford University, Birmingham, Alabama.


”On its publication in Denmark this introduction to Grundtvig was extremely well-reviewed, in particular for its easy accessibility for new readers of Grundtvig. I recall how difficult it was in 1983, at the 200th anniversary celebrations of Grundtvig’s birth, to give overseas participants an impression of this spiritual giant of Danish culture. This new introduction opens Grundtvig up to the world – in his very own words, translated into modern English, and in Anders Holm’s excellent introductions and commentary.


Bertel Haarder, MP, and former Danish Minister of Education, Research, Culture and Church Affairs. 





		
			Preface


			Over 20 years ago, while I was studying Theology at Copenhagen University, I took part in a course on N.F.S. Grundtvig. It would not be totally out of place to say that I became hooked! Seen from my present perspective and in the eyes of others this is not such a surprise as I thought at the time. I am not only Grundtvig’s compatriot. I also belong to a long family line of ‘Grundtvigian’ clergy stretching back to the 19th century and Grundtvig himself.


			So it was anything but innovative that I ended up where I am. Grundtvig was my destiny and had long been so. Indeed, I had just started school as a 6-year-old when, according to my teacher, Grundtvig’s name was mentioned in connection with a song, whereupon I immediately explained to my classmates that he was a good friend of my father!


			In Denmark, you sometimes feel you meet Grundtvig everywhere. He is there in the background of the education system, our church, our politics, the welfare state, even in the worlds of sport and music. Opinions about him differ strongly, but, like him or not, there is a widespread consensus that hardly anyone else has contributed so much to the building of Denmark as a nation and society.


			But why has one person from the 19th century exerted so much influence over a country of 5¾ million people? So much so, indeed, that many consider him to be an important factor in the surveys which regularly place Denmark among ‘the happiest countries in the world’. And why do his ideas continue to inspire people not only in Denmark, Scandinavia and Europe, but increasingly all around the world today – as far-flung as the Philippines, South Korea, Japan, China, India, Bangladesh, Canada, and the USA? 

			These are the questions that lie behind this book, which was first published in Danish but appears here in English in a revised and extended form. As such it is an attempt to initiate the rest of the world into the phenomenon of Grundtvig – a key to understanding Denmark, as our Swedish neighbours sometimes say, but also, as I hope to show, a guide to much that is not only Danish – even though the book deals primarily with Grundtvig himself, his life, and his writings. 1 
 		



			No single individual can comprehend Grundtvig’s total significance, nor am I aware of any who have read his entire corpus. However, over the years I have reached a viewpoint that I believe is comprehensive enough, and which informs this book’s pages on the many aspects of Grundtvig. The reason why Grundtvig has acquired the influence he enjoys
cannot be found in any one particular area of his significance, but only by pointing to the many diverse sides of his life and work.


			Alongside his job as a Christian pastor in the Lutheran Church of Denmark, Grundtvig worked with incredible energy, writing hymns and poems, works on history, mythology, and philosophy, and large numbers of self-published journals and pamphlets. He is reckoned to have written some 25,000 printed pages plus thousands of others which have remained unprinted. He was also a public lecturer on history, politics, and education. He became a member of the Constitutional Assembly in 1849, and of the new democratic parliament on and off for some 17 years. But most of all, he is known for his huge contribution to the Danish hymn-book, for his views on education for the people, on freedom of speech and expression, and on striking a balance in the relations between state, church, and education.


			Furthermore, Grundtvig was born into a pivotal time in the history of Denmark and the western world as regards philosophy, poetry, education, and nation-building. He was among the pioneers of the transition into the period that we usually call the ‘modern world’. He lived his adult life in Copenhagen, where he knew – but did not get along with! – two world-renowned Danes, the fairy-tale writer Hans Christian Andersen and the philosopher Søren Kierkegaard.


			Internationally, he has been compared to his (roughly) contemporary German thinkers and poets, such as Herder, Goethe, Schelling, Fichte, and Hegel, as well as to the English poets Blake, Coleridge – and even Shakespeare. In church matters, Grundtvig shares some similarities with the Wesley brothers, but first and foremost he bears comparison with Martin Luther for his influence not only on the church but also on the state and the school – by which Grundtvig meant all kinds of education.


			In this area he has been compared with the Brazilian Freire and the Indian Tagore. Others have seen links to the Americans: Washington, Emerson, and Franklin, and to the French de Tocqueville. Grundtvig’s name turns up regularly at conferences and discussions on education, politics, and civil rights. Since 2000, the European Union has run a programme known as the Grundtvig Programme, “aimed at helping adults to improve their knowledge and skills, and further their personal development.”


			Grundtvig has also been mentioned as a source of inspiration by Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr. and Barack Obama in their struggles for civil rights and universal education.


			In the literary world Grundtvig is best known for the first modern translation of the Old English poem Beowulf (written between 800 and 1000 CE). Among theologians and churchgoers he is famous first and foremost for his endeavours as a hymn-writer – and is gradually becoming more so outside Denmark as his hymns are translated.


			The book opens with a brief biography of Grundtvig. The first 8 chapters deal with various aspects of his work. Each contains a general outline of the subject area followed by 3-4 short representative source-texts supplemented by introductions. The choice of subjects and the order of chapters loosely follow Grundtvig’s public arrival on the national scene, so the reader can thereby gain a rough idea of the chronology of his life. Chapters 9 and 10 look at Grundtvig’s legacy in Denmark and around the world up to the present day. The book ends with a Timeline of Grundtvig’s life, and a number of indexes.


			The Essential N.F.S. Grundtvig can be used for teaching courses or simply read as an introduction or guide to the core concepts in the works of N.F.S. Grundtvig. The individual chapters can be read consecutively or separately. Wherever possible, the translations below follow those in the 5-volume series N.F.S. Grundtvig. Works in English, Aarhus University Press, 2011-20, to which reference is made in the list of texts and excerpts in the back of the book. See also the bibliography.


			Anders Holm, Roskilde, March 2019

 	


	


			
				
					1	The book is based on two publications in Danish: Grundtvig – Introduktion og tekster (Systime 2012) and Grundtvig – En introduktion (Filo 2018). The translator is Edward Broadbridge, the translator and editor of the 5-volume series, N.F.S. Grundtvig. Works in English.

				

	


		
			Brief Biography

			Nikolai Frederik Severin Grundtvig was born in the village
of Udby in the south of Zealand on 8th September 1783. He
was the youngest of seven children, a number of whom
died early. His upbringing was marked by the conservative
Lutheran Christianity of his father, who was the pastor of
the parish. Frederik, as he was known, learned a lot from his
mother and from the elderly family maid, Malene Jensdatter,
whom he later called his “language mistress”, which
probably indicates that she sang him songs and hymns and
told him exciting stories that stayed in his imagination.

			Having so far been home-schooled, at the age of 9 he was
sent far away to a family friend in Thyregod in mid-Jutland
to be prepared for entry into Aarhus Cathedral High
School. After 2 years in Aarhus, he moved on to Copenhagen
to study Theology. At university he was influenced
by the Enlightenment Theology, which emphasized Jesus’
mild teachings and the supremacy of human reason, and
he frowned on ‘old-fashioned Christianity’.

			
In his diaries from the period Grundtvig admits that he
did not work especially hard at university. Not even the
philosophy lectures by his older cousin Henrik Steffens left
an immediate mark, even though they are credited with introducing
the influential German Romantic movement to
Denmark. Not until later did Grundtvig recognize Steffens’
influence on him.

		 
			Infatuation and First Writings

			At the age of 20 Grundtvig left university with a first-class
degree in Theology, and for a couple of years he stayed with
family and friends, and privately made his first attempts as a writer and poet. In the spring of 1805 he took a job as
house tutor to a 6-year-old boy, Carl Steensen-Leth, at Egeløkke
Manor on the island of Langeland – and his life was
turned upside down. He fell secretly in love with the boy’s
mother, the 28-year-old Constance Steensen-Leth. To compensate
for his powerful but unfulfilled feelings, he became
deeply absorbed in Romanticism and Nordic mythology.

			This led him to publish his first major works between
1806-10. In 1810 he returned to Copenhagen to work for 3
years at the Schouboe Institute as a high school teacher of
history and geography, while his writing career began to
take precedence.

			Then came a new twist to his life, when his aging father
called him home to Udby to serve as his curate. Torn between
the dream of a future in Copenhagen and a duty to
his father in his childhood home in the country, Grundtvig
finally chose the latter. To qualify as a pastor he had to
give a dimissory sermon, which he entitled ‘Why has the
Word of the Lord Disappeared from His House?’ Although
he passed the exam with honours, he caused a controversy
among the clergy with the publication of his provocative
sermon. The Church had failed the people, he claimed!

			Nervous Breakdown and First Pastoral Years

			In late 1810 Grundtvig suffered a depression. A friend
helped him back to Udby, where he spent 3 months recuperating.
It was at this time that he wrote his first hymn,
‘Lovely is the midnight sky’. Finally, on 16th June 1811
he held his first service in Udby, and within 3 months he
became engaged to a pastor’s daughter, Elizabeth (Lise)
Blicher, whom he had known for a number of years. The
engagement lasted 7 years, while Grundtvig tried to make a living that would support his wife. He spent 2 years in Udby
as his father’s curate, and learned the many services whereby
in those days the Church helped the State through the
pastors, including not only registration of citizens, but also
teaching and informing them about wars and epidemics.

			On his father’s death in 1813, Grundtvig returned to
Copenhagen. He applied for various pastoral posts, but his
provocative conservative writings on biblical Christianity,
his strict Lutheran beliefs, and his published wish to
reform the Danish Church by no means enhanced his reputation.
It did not make matters easier that he berated the
intellectual elite in Copenhagen, including the well-known
scientist, H.C. Ørsted, with powerful rhetoric, calling them
liars and deceivers in the world of the spirit, while presenting
himself as a misunderstood prophet.

			In 1815, Grundtvig gave up the search for a pastorate and
turned to his writing career. Between 1816-19, he singlehandedly
published his own journal, Danne-Virke, which
contained all manner of subjects from topical articles to
the publication of texts from far-off times, philosophical
studies, and poems on the history of Denmark.

			While living on the support of friends and a small grant
from the King, he married Lise (Elisabeth Blicher) in 1818,
a partnership that produced two sons and a daughter.
During this period Grundtvig published translations of Old
English poems, such as Beowulf (in the first modern translation),
and the historical works of Saxo and Snorri.

	 

			The ‘Matchless Discovery’

			At last, with the King’s help, Grundtvig became the pastor
of Præstø in 1821, and was transferred the following year to the Church of Our Saviour in Copenhagen. In 1825 he
experienced what was later called his ‘matchless discovery’,
namely, that the core of Christianity was not the
Bible but the living Church, which came into being before
the New Testament was formed. In addition to the sacraments
of Baptism and Holy Communion (both instituted
by Jesus), Grundtvig believed that the oral foundations of
the Apostolic Creed were also formed before any written
Scripture.

			With this new insight he wrote a fiery attack on Professor
of Theology, H.N. Clausen, whose academic approach was
influenced by the new historical source-criticism which
followed in the wake of the Enlightenment. In The Church’s Retort (1825) Grundtvig called Clausen a heretic, and told
him to give up the idea that he was a Christian and resign
his university post. To Grundtvig’s astonishment, Clausen’s
response was to sue him, successfully, for libel! Grundtvig
was fined and placed under lifelong censorship, meaning
that he was not allowed to publish anything without
permission from the authorities. Bitterly disappointed at
this turn of events, it was Grundtvig himself who ended up
resigning his living as pastor in the State Church.


			Education, Hymn-writing and Politics


			Gradually, however, things began to turn Grundtvig’s way.
Little by little he gained a following, and with the King’s
financial support he spent the summers of 1829-31 in
England, where he was inspired to work actively on his
return to Denmark in the fields of education, politics, and
the Church. From England he learned the liberal value of
freedom, which became a watchword for him for the rest
of his life. He began to write many articles promoting a
People’s High School and a Church characterized by freedom of liturgy and worship. Grundtvig’s censorship was
lifted in 1837, and the following year his public lectures on
history and current events, ‘Within Living Memory’, drew
large numbers. In 1839 he was appointed pastor of Vartov
Hospital Church in central Copenhagen, which became the
base for his many commitments for the rest of his life.

			Throughout this period Grundtvig was writing hymns
to reinvigorate the Danish Church. With financial support
from a friend he worked diligently to produce a new
hymn-book of his own, which he named Song-work for the
Danish Church.

			In the winter of 1843-44 Grundtvig gave another successful
series of lectures on Greek and Nordic mythology. This
time his audience included women, a new phenomenon
that clearly left him a little beside himself. As with his sermons,
the lecture form, followed by a publication, suited
his purpose and increased his popularity. It allowed him
the freedom to speak his mind on all manner of subjects,
including criticism of the monarchy and promotion of his
idea of a People’s High School where older students could
learn how to run the country. Denmark was now moving
towards a more representative form of government than
the absolute monarchy it had experienced since 1660.

			However, in 1844 another depression laid him low, and
in the following years, with sadness, he gradually had to
realise his hopes for a People’s High school at Sorø were
not going to be fulfilled, due to lack of governmental will.
Yet again Grundtvig recovered, and in 1848-49 he became
a member of the Constitutional Assembly which passed
the democratic constitution of 1849. Although at first
sceptical of 'people power' – fearing that it would lead to the mob rule of the French Revolution – Grundtvig slowly
came to accept the move away from absolute monarchy
to a democratic form of government. He was a member of
the Lower House of Parliament for 10 years all told, and at
the ripe old age of 82 he sat for six months as a member of
the Upper House. In parliament, Grundtvig was listened to,
but his advice was rarely followed, and his parliamentary
significance was primarily indirect.

			Democracy and Danishness

			From 1848-51 Grundtvig single-handedly published a
weekly journal called The Dane, in which he commented on
political changes and on the unrest with Germany along
the southern Danish border in the duchies of Schleswig
and Holstein, where his two sons were fighting. During
these years he formulated his ideas of what constituted a
‘people’: namely, a common history, a common language,
and a common culture based on the first two. Above all a
‘people’ consisted of those who wanted to belong to that
people. Without this knowledge, Grundtvig was unsure
whether Denmark would survive the pressure from Germany
to annex the country.

			In spring 1851 Grundtvig’s wife Lise died after a long
illness. To the consternation of many, Grundtvig remarried
within 10 months, his second wife being Marie Toft,
a well-to-do widow 30 years his junior. Despite another
depression Grundtvig was happily married until 1854,
when complications after the birth of his new son Frederik
ended Marie’s life. Grundtvig wrote some of his most
powerful poetry about their love for each other, and her
death caused him untold pain. In memory of Marie he
named a new People’s High School after her – Marie’s
Pleasure.

			In the following years Grundtvig wrote a number of his
major theological works, partly as a reaction to Søren Kierkegaard,
who had attacked the clergy for not preaching the
true Christianity of the New Testament. Grundtvig remarried
– again, in 1858. His third wife, Asta Reedtz, was also a
widow, had four children, and was no less than 43 years his
junior. Two years later, at the age of 76, Grundtvig became
the father of a baby girl – whom he named after all three
of his wives: Asta Marie Elisabeth!

			In 1861, on the 50th anniversary of his taking holy orders,
Grundtvig was made an honorary bishop (without a diocese)
for services to the Danish Church, and from 1863
onwards he held an annual get-together of his friends to
celebrate his birthday on 8th September. By now he was a
living national monument, and his hymns and songs were
becoming well-known.

			1864 is often regarded as the worst year in Danish history.
To the north, Denmark and Norway had been a single
kingdom until Norway was detached in 1814; to the south,
Denmark’s territory had stretched right down to northern
Hamburg in Germany. But in 1864 Prussian forces under
Bismarck annexed both Schleswig and Holstein and threatened
the entire country. Grundtvig tried to rally the Danes
in speech and song.

 
			Grundtvig’s Death and Legacy

			At the age of 83 Grundtvig showed signs of mental disturbance
as he stood in the pulpit at Vartov. Again he recovered,
and in his final years he enjoyed the fruits of a long
life. He preached to the end, giving his last sermon on the
day before his peaceful death in an armchair, 6 days before
his 89th birthday. He received a hero’s funeral, and was buried next to his second wife Marie, in a private cemetery
in Koege which is opened every year on his birthday, 8th
September.

			Grundtvig left behind him a colossal number of writings,
published and unpublished. The wide-ranging legacy of
his efforts left its mark not only on his supporters (the
‘Grundtvigians’) but also on the entire Danish society –
and in time it left many traces outside Denmark as well.

		

1. The Romantic
”On dew-bedecked meadows
I stared with desire
at bees hanging onto
the breasts of the flowers
I saw how they sucked what
the flower clasped tight
so tight to its womb
I could but exclaim,
‘Now I can decipher
a wonder again’!
Nordic Mythology, 1808.
[image: ]
N.F.S. Grundtvig. Woodcut of C.A. Jensen’s painting, 1831,  Illustrirte Zeitung no. 450, 14.2.1852.
Grundtvig did not become a Romantic writer as a matter
of course. In his youth he was inspired by the ideas of the
Enlightenment and the emphasis on human reason. But all
reason was severely shaken in 1805, when he fell in love
– with a married woman! Grundtvig kept his love a secret
as far as he could, and to compensate for his powerful but
unfulfilled feelings he turned to the world of mythology
and poetry for relief. His writings were now beginning
to be marked by the ideas and images of the Romantic
Movement, and these remained with him throughout his
life, even when his initial enthusiasm waned.

OEBPS/Images/img18.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img32.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
The Essential

N.E.S. Grundtvig






OEBPS/Images/logo_filo.png





OEBPS/Images/constance.JPG





OEBPS/Images/author.JPG





OEBPS/Images/img36.jpg
ke of dont tover Snngdyosss o Gundeci ookt ivs | il Tasi Mo

A

o A





OEBPS/Images/img16.jpg
)
o

w

i

B

ik
7%






