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The Bible has been called the ‘Book of Books’. In Western culture

it is considered a literary work and it has a central role in both the

Jewish and Christian religions. The Bible has inspired much re-

writing and has also provoked contradiction. It has not only had a

normative function for future poets, but philosophers and scien-

tists have also applied biblical motives and have struggled with

biblical ideas to formulate new thoughts.  

Drawing on examples from the works of Torgny Lindgren, Philip

Pullman, Milan Kundera and Martin A. Hansen, the first part of

this volume begins by examining the reception and transforma-

tion of the Bible in literature. Then, using examples from Søren

Kierkegaard, K.E. Løgstrup and Paul Ricœur, the second part

goes on to explore the reception and transformation of the Bible

in philosophy, considering also its reception within evolutionary

theory. The third and last part, deals with the Bible’s reception

and transformation in religious communities, and considers, inter

alia: the role of the Torah in Judaism – both as text and as arte-

fact; and, the Bible, as a model for Christian ideas, as a challenge

to scriptural performance and as a norm for the images of God in

modern hymns. All three sections of the book are introduced by

some general reflections offering a framework for the individual

articles.

The Book of Books is still a work that inspires new thoughts. The

aim of Receptions and Transformations of the Bible is thus to challenge

and provoke readers to further discussion on the authority of the

Bible.
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PREFACE

In 2005 the Faculty of Theology, Aarhus University, chose as its research priority area 
Religion and normativity. This research priority area builds on existing research on 
topics covered by the faculty’s strengths, and is divided into three themes:

Theme 1: The discursive fight over religious texts
Theme 2: Bible and literature – receptions and transformations of the Bible
Theme 3: Religion, politics, and law.

The research priority area has contributed to a deeper understanding of the role played 
by religion in defining past and present cultures and societies. Its participants have 
compared Judaism, Christianity, Islam and antique religions in the light of exegetical, 
historical and systematic perspectives. In a contemporary context, they have explored 
whether religion is still normative.

The result of their research is presented in a three-volume work entitled:

The discursive fight over religious texts in antiquity, Religion and normativity, Vol. 1,  
ed. by Anders-Christian Jacobsen.

Receptions and transformations of the Bible, Religion and normativity, Vol. 2, ed. by 
Kirsten Nielsen,

Religion, politics, and law, Religion and normativity, Vol. 3, ed. by Peter Lodberg.

The three editors wish to express their sincere thanks to the participants in the research 
area for many stimulating discussions during the research period, and for their con-
tributions to these three volumes.
 The Faculty of Theology, Aarhus University, has provided excellent working condi-
tions and financial support, for which we are most grateful.
 Thanks are also due to Aarhus University Press for taking care of the publishing 
in a very professional way.
 Finally we wish to thank the University Research Foundation and Det Lærde 
Selskab (the Learned Society) Aarhus for financial support.

Anders-Christian Jacobsen, Peter Lodberg, Kirsten Nielsen
Aarhus, April, 2009






