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Care, Socialization and Play in  
Ancient Attica scrutinizes in how  
infants and young children were  
nursed, cared for and socialized in  
the oikos (family unit). In what ways  
were mothers and fathers emotionally en- 
gaged in their offspring or were they merely indifferent? What were 
the developmental consequences of growing up in multiple relation-
ships? How were young children engaged in various types of play in 
everyday life and what toys were made for and handled by infants 
and young children? The developmental significance of toys and play 
is highlighted, as well as their cultural and sacral functions in ancient 
Athenian society.

The subtitle A Developmental Childhood Archaeology Approach 
indicates an interdisciplinary paradigm by combining childhood 
archaeology with recent developmental childhood psychology. This 
book reconstructs the social and behavioural world of infants and 
young children in ancient Greece based on a rich collection of ar-
chaeological finds from the classical period. It presents a selection of 
never-before-seen child artifacts which uncover groundbreaking ev-
idence supporting new ideas on child development. Despite a stark 
contrast to the world of infants and young children in the 21st cen-
tury, the book’s analyses will also present remarkable similarities.

Maria Sommer has a master degree in Classical Archaeology within the subject 
of Childhood Archaeology from the Department of Culture and Society at Aar-
hus University, Denmark.

Dion Sommer is a professor in Developmental Psychology at the Department of 
Psychology at Aarhus University, Denmark.
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The private collection of Argyriadi, the Benaki 
Toys Department, Phaliro, Athens, inv. 5. Photo by 
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Fig. 34: Attic seated terracotta doll with accessories. Mea-
surements: 18 cm. Dating: Ca. 420 BC. Exhibited: 
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Photo by Maria Sommer.

Fig. 37: Attic jointed doll in terracotta with earrings, 
a “crown” and strongly wavy “mid‑Classical” hair 
style. Measurements: H. 15.5 cm. Dating: Late 5th 
century BC, perhaps around 420. Exhibited: The 
Benaki Museum, the Ancient Greek Collection, inv. 
no. 30829. Photo by Maria Sommer.

Fig. 38: Attic jointed doll in terracotta with “late Clas‑
sical” hair style. Measurements: Ca. 18 cm. Dating: 
Perhaps the second quarter or mid‑4th century BC. 
Exhibited: The Nat. Mus. Athens, Room 56. © Hel‑
lenic Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs, 
Culture and Sports /Archaeological Receipts Fund. 
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surements: H. 95.5 cm. W. 49.2 cm. Dating: Ca. 340 
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