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Preface
Post-nihilistic modernism
Modernism may not be a clear concept, yet it can perhaps be seen as a way of thought and understanding that connects the idea of truth with some form of verification procedure. A classic example may be the way Galilee refuted some of the ideas that was inherited from Aristotle.
It may be argued whether such procedures can be seen as just towards for instance speculative Greek philosophy, which had another way of representing natural observation, yet it seems evident that they have been quite helpful in order to release or reduce various forms of misunderstanding and error. This approach may furthermore be related to material progress.
Modernism can however seem to be producing its own type of misunderstanding.
The tendency towards reducing ideas and notions deriving from ancient philosophy, Christianity and traditional thinking seems to have reached a critical point, towards the end of the nineteenth and the whole of the twentieth century, which can perhaps be characterized as "nihilism". The Swiss philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche spoke particularly of European nihilism and a need to revaluate all values.
The serious threat of total destruction during the cold war may well be related to such tendencies.
Yet it seems that the end of the cold war has opened for a way of looking forward, though with caution and for trying to reconstruct a meaningful view of the world we live in.
Neoliberalism, seemingly presenting itself as a winning modernist ideology after the cold war, can well be about to fail such a claim, and it may therefore be time for confronting or getting around some of the misunderstandings connected with modernism through patient and open minded attempts at constructing hypotheses that can lead to a new line of reasoning and comprehension.
Yet it may be that the most important aspect of this turn will be about learning to ask new questions.
This foolish little essay is just meant to represent such an attempt.
I like to call my method "coherent and resigned peripatetic constructivism", and it can perhaps be seen as a combination, or even some kind of synthesis, of modern system theoretic thoughts and ideas together with various forms of ancient philosophy related to the "peripatetic" school of Aristotle, the Stoics and the Pythagoreans.
It may however also be admissible to read the chapters as separate though somewhat interrelated essays, yet it will generally be easier to understand later chapters after having read the preceding.
The exposition seeks to combine clear and accurate conceptual formulation with a way of playing with words that can perhaps seem a little similar to lyrical poetry. The English language may, at least occasionally, have been used in slightly novel ways.
I recommend readers to approach it with sound scepticism and reasonable respect.


Enneas Esofius, Copenhagen, January 2017


Introduction
European understanding of "Europe" has been evolving over past and present centuries together with development of a European form of civilization.
Yet to engage more deeply in search of new understanding will both require assumptions about, whether there may really be anything of serious interest to search for, and realization that contemporarily available understanding can seem to be incomplete and insufficient if not even faulty and misleading.
It may also require notions about importance, relevance and urgency of such understanding.
Perhaps it can be questioned, whether "European civilization" is just a useful way of describing some apparent similarities of culture, language and behaviour in and across the area that is called Europe according to geographical convention, or whether there are somehow also behind it and connected with it some forces that tend to keep something else together by maintaining and developing such similarities.
It may possibly be assumed that it could be formulation, discussion and acceptance of hypotheses of a certain kind that tend to act as connective force, and that it can be development of European cultural habits and routines that is being kept together through mediation of this force in connection with imitative maintenance and distribution of civilizational similarities.
Or will it perhaps seem better to think of these forces and factors as something that can interact in a multiplicity of ways and thereby be generating a European civilization?
An apparent interplay of such ingredients may for instance be studied through historical investigation of ancient Greece, and hypothetical formulation may originally have been shaped through mythological narrative.
It can seem obvious that cultural similarities connected with civilization will in some way have to be depending on geographical conditions.
Similarity of geographical conditions based on geological, climatic and biological forces may thus to some extent be seen as explanation of cultural similarity, yet it may also be cultural habits and civilizational hypotheses that are conditioning perceptions and distinctions of geographical similarity.
It may thus for instance be depending on agricultural organization and technique, whether climatic conditions and variety of soil will allow some form of conventional cultivation of certain types of crops in particular landscapes.
The impact of geographical conditions on civilizational similarity can thus itself be depending on cultural habits, and civilizational hypotheses may therefore have to include the relationship between natural conditions and cultural formations.
Such questions will also have to be considered further in this essay.
The way of doing that will rely and depend on development of concepts that can be used to combine notions of systematic progression with consideration about synergic and constructive interconnection.
If the reader for a moment try to imagine herself sitting in an ancient Greek theatre during a performance or a presentation, then she may realize that her own understanding of such concepts can differ form the understanding of other listeners and spectators; that the understanding of the performers may be still more different; and that it will sometimes be rather difficult to comprehend what the author may have had in mind. The situation may be even more complex in a modern type of theatre, where spectators and performers sometimes can interact in a way that makes the outcome of a play rather uncertain and indeterminate.
This may perhaps be seen as a nihilistic form of modernism.
Readers of this essay shall also be invited to participate through comparing own ideas with those that are presented, and by discovery or choice of own examples.
This can hopefully lead to a form of understanding that may at least be relevant and useful for the kind of subjective purposes, as various readers are tending to pursue, yet it may also be a way of comprehending what the author had in mind, when he wrote the essay.


Readers may eventually also be able to contribute their questions and commentaries by use of the author's blog, in case this someday will become a reality.
The conceptual formulations are presented in a way that intend to make them intelligible for readers with a variety of background experiences, who are interested in and perhaps even worried about European developments, and it is the hope that such formulations can thereby themselves be admitted to participate in the further evolution of European civilization.
Hypothetical formulations can sometimes appear to be correct through observation of similarity with real events, and may at other times be seen as deficient, yet it seems necessary to consider whether such formulations can also themselves have some kind of impact on development of events.
Hypothetical formulations can often be used as general guidelines, even if they are formed around various mistakes and misunderstandings, if there may also have evolved some kind of culture related to interpretation, reformulation and correction that can compensate for such weaknesses.
This can perhaps seem like an economical journalistic approach during times of moderate change, and may also allow for some political flexibility and discussion. Yet it may nevertheless seem like such hypothetical guidelines will be harder to follow during times of crisis and more profound or subversive change, which may therefore be working as motivation for various kinds of search for new understanding.
The strength of existing guidelines may be based on some form of correspondence with historical phenomena, which may both be used for attempts at explanation of such phenomena, and for generating a certain degree of continuity with viewpoints and considerations that were accepted as valid in earlier historical epochs.
Yet it may well be possible also to find historical validation of new formulations, in a way that can change or at least modify understanding of historical developments as well as interpretation of past viewpoints about experience related to past events.
The critical question may now be, whether the contemporary critical situation related to the European Union will be critical enough to motivate search for new and profound understanding related to European civilization, in a way that can also be used as guiding towards profound European change?
If this may turn out not to be the case, then it is the hope of the author that this essay can nevertheless contribute some notions and ideas of more general interest, even if it may not be considered to be readable as pure entertainment.


Contextual considerations
It has been said that the European Union is evolving through compromises made in critical situations, yet it may well be worth questioning, whether this will imply a somewhat limited kind of evolution.
It may also turn out to be difficult to consider a European future, unless such compromises can be expected to allow for cultural, political end economic continuity.
To be able to deal with that sort of dilemma, it may be useful to try to question whether there can be a connection between the history of the European Union and historical observations and notions related to a hypothetical European civilization.
It may moreover as noticed in the introduction be worth considering, what sort of relationship that can realistically be thought of to connect such a civilization with the geography and geology of the European continent and perhaps some areas close to it that are conventionally considered to belong to other continents.
The urgency of such questioning seems to be depending on various critical situations that can be expected to create a momentum for change in the near future counted from the beginning of the year 2017.
Such situations will seem to involve among other events the war about the borders of the Ukraine, the economic and political consequences of the Greek financial crisis connected with Greek membership of the Euro-zone, uncertainty about British and Scottish relationship to the European Union, problems connected with refugees and other immigrants and also negotiations with the USA and other major economic areas about rules connected with international economic competition and co-operation.
Critical events may moreover be made more precarious and acute by international terrorism and cyber threats.
Civilizational conscience and civilizational being
It may be that civilizational history can figure, at least partly unconsciously, behind political attitudes that are governing current decision making with respect to such critical matters.
Therefore it will seem to be necessary to consider the way that this influence may work.
Civilizational history may obviously influence current decisions in a relatively conscious way through journalists, academics and politicians that investigate what has preceded present developments, while unconscious aspects of such historical influence may work more through ordinary cultural formations and the language that is used in the daily life of common people.
It may well be suspected that events of the twentieth century, connected with the world wars and the cold war, have provided some serious distortions in the general understanding of civilizational history, which it may be useful to deal with or clarify in order to be able to formulate hypotheses concerning eventual appearance of some sort of civilizational conscience.
Civilizational conscience may for instance be thought to be representing, articulating and perhaps even activating some underlying essential cultural synergies, which can help to form moderate and coherent decisions related to critical matters and situations.
It may, though, be a major question, whether such essential cultural synergies can be expected to hide beneath differences connected with European nationalities, or whether synergy should rather be supposed to be formed through interplay of these.
Evolution of national culture will in any case deserve particular attention in order to try to comprehend what European civilization may be about.
Greece has, in connection with the recent financial crisis related to its spectacular debt situation, proposed to let Germany pay an indemnity for damages and misuse of Greek resources incurred by the German army during the Second World War.
That might, at least, seriously reduce the financial troubles of the modern Greek state, and in a way also settle an old account that can be a source of distrust between these two countries.
Thus it can fairly obviously be seen as an example of a question related to civilizational conscience.


The synergic aspects of this may however be somewhat complicated.
Synergy can, as described in "Enneas Esofius: Considerations about a European Reconstruction, Copenhagen 2014, SAXO.com", https://www.saxo.com/dk/forfatter/enneas-esofius_7057600, be developed through complementation, modulation and substitution.
Sausage, bread and mustard may for instance be seen as complementary ingredients for a lunch, yet they may also have to be modulated as sandwiches that can be substituted for other kinds of meals.
Synergy may be disrupted by adding ingredients that are not complementary to other ingredients, like the German abuses in Greece during the war, which can also provoke hatred. Yet there may be different ways to try to re-establish synergy. One may be through modulating devices that can gradually over time lead to ways of combining Greek and German accomplishments, which will imply a form of co-evolutionary progress.
Eventual disturbances of modulating connections tend to evoke anger, while reinforcement and improvement of modulating devices can create hope.
Another way to re-establish synergy may be through payments that can substitute the damages. If such an arrangement is disturbed for instance through delaying, then it may cause fear, which can later turn into trust, if payments are resumed.
Such feelings may work together with similar or complementary feelings, between people belonging to other European nations, to form a civilizational conscience, yet it may require a certain amount of understanding and benevolence to connect it properly with the past and have it recover more fully from the hard years of the twentieth century.
Moreover it will be necessary not just to understand the factors that have formed the relationship between Germany and Greece, but also the way relationships are still being formed between other European nations.
If synergy involve complementarity and similarity between cultural phenomena and natural conditions, then it may be termed as "essential", and it may well be that essential aspects of international relationships can be tuning European civilizational conscience in a particular way.
The working of civilizational conscience may also be suspected behind the apparent epidemic of revolutions and countering measures that swept through Europe in the year 1848.
This had to do with relationships between different social classes and different forms of government, but it was also a question of relationships between European national cultures.
It was for some parts of Europe a beginning of democratic development, whereas other parts of Europe soon was turning towards more authoritarian regimes.
Some of the revolutions in Eastern Europe were put down by Russian troops, which may suggest a kind of interference from another civilization with a different tuning of conscience.
The question of essential synergy can be said to relate to formation of a hypothetical civilizational "being".
A human being may be seen as developing through essential synergy between activities related to different parts of the brain, and between activity related to brain, nervous systems and body.
As different parts of the brain are related for instance to calculation of movement, perception of objects and experience of routine actions, then it may indicate that civilizational being likewise depends on correspondence between for instance calculation of various social activities, recording of a multitude of events and thoughts about cultural phenomena.
It may perhaps be assumed that creation of essential synergy will be related to the working of a multitude of emotions, which may be grouped into various forms of fear, anger and hatred.
Hatred may in general seem related to something that can obstruct complementarity, anger to difficulties of modulation, and fear to uncertainties about how things have to be handled and how they may thereby substitute other things.
The working of conscience has to do with affecting such emotions indirectly through various forms of interaction that can lead to recognition of errors and misunderstandings, and which can at the same time open up for new ways of co-operating and competing.
If this is guided by an appropriate preliminary understanding, which has to be modified along the way, then it may lead to more trust, hope and mutual care.


Geography, national cultures, societies and individuals
The major obstacle with respect to the working of conscience on the level of European civilization seems to be connected with how to understand the meaning of separate national cultures and the importance of their interplay.
Considering civilizational being as a synergic interplay between different activities, perceptions and manifestations on the level of societies, as compared to a synergic interplay between activities, perceptions and manifestations related to different parts of human brains and bodies, will almost inevitably lead to questions about roles and functions of national cultures as well as the interplay between these cultures and their natural environments.
It may even be worthwhile to speculate a little about possible analogies between different geographical or ecological formations and different parts of bodies like organs, tissues or limbs, as well as analogies between different social, political or cultural institutions and different activities occurring in brain or nervous segments that can constitute various mental constructions.
Such analogies will also imply some questions about the relationship between societies and human beings.
A human being may thus perhaps be figured as a synergic formation of activities in various parts of brains and bodies, but such activities will also enter into the formation of societies. Societies will have to conform to specific natural environments, and they will somehow do that through influencing the activities of their members, whereas human beings that participate in social activities may be acting in a way that can allow them a reasonable form of existence.
Individuals may thus have demands on societies, and societies on individuals, and such demands are being played out through interaction between individuals as well as interaction between societies. If these societies are moreover being formed around different but familiar national cultures, then they may be seen as intermediary institutions that can form relations between human and civilizational beings.
If familiarity of national cultures can be supposed to depend on familiarity of various forms of activity, then it may also be a question of division, development, interconnection and recollection of those activities.


Three major categories of activity and civilization
It may be easier to find analogies and connections between different forms of activity and different cultural areas, if it is possible to divide activities into some major categories.
Activities like cooking, walking, talking and writing can at first be categorized as process activities.
All activity may well from that point of view be seen as process activity, but if for instance a form of process activity like walking is combined with a process of counting the steps, then it may also be seen as an example of measuring activity.
Measuring activities can be seen as belonging to a category of activity that may more generally be termed as data orientated activity. This category includes the activity of hearing, seeing and registering something.
If the activity of counting footsteps is compared with customary knowledge of distances, then it may be possible to register some variations that can be seen indirectly to represent different circumstances. These variations can for instance be due to weather or traffic, since such phenomena may be causing some distortion of simple process activity.
Distorted activity or alteration of activity with intent to remedy such circumstantial encounters may be seen as examples of a third major category of activity that can be termed as circumstantial activity.
These categories can be exemplified through consideration of the flowing of a river.
The continuous flowing can thus be seen as process activity, while erosion of the surrounding landscape, together with deposition of eroded material as layers of sedimentation, can be seen as data orientated activity. The flowing of the river will at some sections be severely restrained by the topography of the landscape, which it is flowing through. Such constraining will change the speed and direction of the flow in various ways and make it less uniform in character, and these alterations may thereby be seen as forming a kind of circumstantial activity. This form of activity may, in a spectacular way, be apparent in connection with a waterfall.
Process activity can also be represented by a straightforward way of walking, while stopping and looking at shops and other things can represent data orientated activity.
If a minor accident is causing someone to walk around and find other ways, then it may represent a circumstantial form of activity.
Circumstantial activity may generally tend to become practical or to acquire a mainly practical orientation, while data oriented registering activity can be said to be gathering and preparing, and thus in a way to represent, empirical knowledge and experience rather than practical know how.
This may indirectly suggest that process activity can best be seen from a more theoretical point of view. It may, in the case of a river, be a question of clarifying the process dynamical logic by abstracting from at least some of the constraints and sedimentary formations.
These considerations also seem to point towards a question about whether an entire civilization can be built upon and formed around, for instance, practical efforts or empirical experience. Moreover it may be questioned whether such categories of civilization are due to, or at least in some way correspond with, variety of landscape formation.
Probably a civilization will require all three major categories of activity to be able to survive as well as to function and develop in correspondence with a natural environment, but it does not seem unreasonable to assume that one or two of the major categories can be dominating the others or the remaining category of activity.
Will it, for instance, seem reasonable to assume that European civilization is mainly orientated towards various forms of process activity, and perhaps in a way is build up around some supposedly universal theoretical dogma, while Chinese civilization could be based more on specific empirical knowledge of all kinds of things?
And could it reasonably be considered that African civilization is primarily being formed around practical activities; while American civilization can represent a combination of process activity and circumstantial activity, with process activity prevailing in the north, whereas a practical circumstantial orientation may be more pronounced in the south?
Such questions can be interesting to think about, when trying to find an approach to variation of civilizational order and orientation, but they will only be considered somewhat loosely in the following sections. Yet it may well seem to be a good starting point to think of Europe as orientated mainly towards process activity.
To obtain a cultural model of European civilization it will however be necessary to consider subdivision of all three major categories of activity, even though the process category will be supposed to be of primary importance for Europe.


European cultural model, part 1 - subcategories of process activity
Differentiation - specialization
If process activity is exemplified by walking, then it may be useful to consider different forms of walking like "walking straight ahead" or "walking around", as well as how some form of walking may become further differentiated.
Differentiation can also occur in connection with activities like talking, cooking and writing, although it may rather often be seen as "specialization".
If differentiation itself is viewed as a process, then it can represent a process that may happen to influence other processes, while specialization can represent a more intentional form of differentiation.
The flowing of a river may be differentiated as the river meets different circumstances, even if it is not constrained by them in such a way that one will need to consider it as circumstantial activity.
Such differentiation will also affect and be affected by erosion and mineral deposition, which may here be viewed as "self-organized" activity that can be seen to be orientated towards sedimentary "data".
Pouring coffee into a cup or beer into a glass may be differentiated in many ways for instance by pouring quickly in the middle or by pouring gently down along the side of cup or glass, but there may be some interesting implications of such differentiation, which can become more apparent by watching or imagining the pouring of a thick substance like cream or melted chocolate, perhaps with the addition of some oil.
The chocolate will thus gradually become fixed in various differentiated forms as it cools, and may thereby come to resemble various geological formations, even though such formations are generally not supposed to have been moulded precisely in this way. Many geological processes may in fact be more similar to what is happening, when vegetables are being roasted on a frying pan.
If differentiation together with specialization is considered to be a major subcategory of process activity, then it may well be possible to find landscapes that can seem to be formed primarily through such a type of process development.
Development of human culture can then happen also to be conditioned by such a type of landscape, and may perhaps thereby acquire a form that can resemble some kind of specialization, yet it will not represent a genuine form of systematic specialization, unless such differentiation of cultural forms can also be viewed as being implied by major cultural developments, when seen in a larger cultural context and perspective.
The landscape may in that case be seen as representing an inspirational as well as a conditioning factor.
Some readers can perhaps see this as a puzzle, and they shall hereby also be encouraged to try to propose solutions.
Does there, actually, seem to be a European landscape or country that can represent a topography appearing as if it was generated by specializing process activity, which can make it stand out primarily as a differentiating environment?
And does there moreover seem to be a period in the history of this country, when the composition of its culture and society was formed in a correspondingly specializing way partly due to other cultural influences, whereby inspiration from the landscape in a way could become internalised or embedded into a form of cultural logic that could make an important cultural impact on other parts of Europe?
The author will suggest some possible answers to such questions further below.
Co-variation - association
Starting with differentiation or specialization as a major subcategory of process activity, one may see co-variation or association as another one.
Co-variation may be seen as a process that links other processes more or less closely together.
Someone may for instance talk while walking around, or wave with a hand while walking straight. Associating various activities with each other in such ways may depend on circumstances without being constrained too much by them and it may therefore be possible to see a sort of process dynamical logic behind them.
The flowing of a river may change due to construction of a bridge or a dam, and that may cause a whole chain of secondary co-variations in the flow further down the stream.
Pouring cream into a cup of coffee can be associated with stirring, and if you instead imagine pouring melted chocolate into a dish of cold milk while stirring the same way, then you may perhaps get an idea of a chocolate landscape that is formed by co-variation or association of similar processes.
Could it be that it may come to look a bit like Italy?
Differentiated co-variation or associated specialization - structuralization
If different processes become associated with each other, then it may often lead to a secondary form of differentiation or specialization.
Associating a form of walking with a form of talking may for instance be followed by differentiating both the walking and the talking to fit better with each other in a variety of situations.
This can be seen as a process subcategory that can be called structuralization or structural differentiation.
A river may bring structure to a landscape, when chains of co-variations in the flow begin to settle into a set of differentiated forms, and such structures can perhaps later be traced or detected through a variety of sedimentary patterns.
Structuralization related to pouring coffee or beer may often be observed in a restaurant, where different guests may be treated with some degree of specialization, which can be related to for instance age or sex.
It may be that co-variation tends to be connected with something that is flowing at a relatively constant speed, while differentiation is connected with deceleration.
This can perhaps be shown as working together through creation of a landscape by pouring and stirring of melted chocolate or porridge, if the pouring is gradually becoming differentiated while being faded out.
If differentiation/specialization and co-variation/association is considered to be primary subcategories of process activity, then structural differentiation/structuralization may be considered to be a secondary subcategory at the same level as the primary categories.
Compensatory modification of cumulative consequences - prioritization
A third primary subcategory of process activity may have to do with the consequences of such activity. Process activity will lead to various cumulative consequences that may meet with barriers, or otherwise cause some sort of reaction due to resistance from the surroundings.
When a process meet such reactions due to cumulative consequences of its own activity, hitherto, then it may well, and even by itself, be supposed to lead to compensatory modification of the activity, which will somehow affect the cumulative consequences.
Modification of such cumulative consequences may make some of them become more prominent, and if this is done with intention, then it can make these to appear and be recognized as priorities, and the process subcategory may thus be considered as prioritization.
Compensatory modification of cumulative consequences during walking activity may for instance take the form of turning to avoid walking into something or to get nearer to something else. This may occur spontaneously or due to various prior calculations, yet the actual prioritization may not occur until the consequences of the activity can be calculated more correctly.
Cumulative consequences of pouring coffee from a pot into a cup may be modified intentionally through the tilting, yet something similar may occur for a river, simply due to the impact of some of the cumulative consequences, of its own activity, on erosion and sedimentation, which can also be tracing these consequences. Adjusting the tilt will either increase or diminish the acceleration of the flow, and it may be that compensatory modification (of cumulative consequences) and prioritization will generally have to do with changing of an acceleration factor.
This should possibly be able to show itself in formations that are building up through modifying the tilt while pouring melted chocolate or porridge into a dish.
It is obvious that circumstantial constraints as well as data orientated calculation of resistance are parts of this picture, even though compensatory modification or prioritization should be seen more as an outcome of process dynamical logic.
Readers that are familiar with systems theory may see this dynamical logic as involving a kind of feed-back, which may in some cases, as for instance with the flowing of a river, be of an immanent character.
When trying to formulate hypotheses about such process dynamical logic in a geological context, it may be questioned whether French geology can represent formation of landscapes through various tectonic modifications having occurred particularly in an around the central mountainous region, which may perhaps be seen as compensatory in connection with some major tectonic movements that have been giving form to much of the European continent.
It may also be suggested that these formations may have served as preconditioning factors for French cultural evolution, and it can therefore be further questioned, whether French culture has also developed correspondingly as a form of prioritization with relevance to some major European cultural movements.
Differentiation of compensatory modification - programming
Compensatory modification of cumulative consequences may also become differentiated as barriers and resistance can vary, when such consequences are being changed.
If someone is walking and turning to get around something, then she may soon meet other things that can be in her way, for instance traffic.
A general priority about crossing a street may soon become differentiated into priorities about where and when to cross and how to avoid different forms of traffic. Such differentiated or specialized prioritization can easily develop into some sort of program, stating that modified consequences connected with one priority is followed by one or several other specialized compensatory modifications connected with other priorities. Crossing a street will often follow such a program.
It may thus be that another secondary major subcategory of process activity can be termed as differentiation of compensatory modification (of cumulative consequences), or alternatively as specialized prioritization or perhaps as programming.
The flowing of a river may meet with a series of disturbances that can, for instance, be connected with tributaries, and that may cause some variations in the flow, which can perhaps also seem like a program that will probably be reflected in a series of alternating sedimentary patterns.
The pouring of Irish coffee or beer may similarly follow a program that can seem like it is intended, among other things, to produce a particular form and quality of foam towards the end.
Cumulative consequences of pouring melted chocolate or porridge into a dish may be affected by a series of differentiated modifications that can produce a landscape with much variety in steepness and contours. Maybe such a landscape could look like the English, and maybe the river could look like the Thames.
Co-variation of compensatory modification - coordination
Compensatory modifications of cumulative consequences may also happen to co-vary, or they may be more intentionally associated with each other. It may in that case be seen as instances of coordinating process activity, which can be considered as a third major secondary subcategory of process activity.
A person that is walking may associate the compensatory modifications of that activity in a social environment with other, compensatory, modifications of her talking activity.
This can take the form of turning towards someone and repeating something that has been said, but more loudly.
The two people can in that way be associating their priorities, if the other person is doing something similar, and it may thus develop into a mutually coordinated activity that may be intended to accomplish something.
Two rivers that are flowing through the same landscape without meeting each other may have to compensate for the same landscape formations and may thus be forming their modified cumulative consequences in a way that can appear to be co-varying. Such a pattern can be seen in the Spanish landscape.
Pouring coffee may often have to be co-varied with social activity, which can require that many priorities are being associated both individually and among the participants.
If compensatory modifications related to pouring melted chocolate into a dish are co-varied with other compensatory modifications related to pouring porridge into the same dish, then it may produce a landscape with some interesting cross-variations of alternating patterns.
Such formations may in a complex geological context appear as being effected through tectonic movements, which have been modified as compensation partly for and partly in conjunction with consequences related to other tectonic movements, even though the various movements have been separated by considerable time delays.
It may well seem like something of that sort has happened to the Iberian Peninsula.
Differentiated co-variation of compensation - goal seeking activity
It may be that compensatory modifications can work closely together with differentiation and co-variation. Coordinated activity may become more specialized, and different forms of programming may be associated with each other.
If someone is walking and modifying her activity by turning around to compensate for some traffic in her way, then she may afterwards differentiate similar modifications, which can again be due to traffic, but rather than following a program of avoidance, as when crossing a street, she may instead try to look for a possibility to associate with the movement of traffic.
Later on she may break away from this by simultaneous specialization and association of modified walking steps that can compensate for tendencies either to walk into other people or to follow their path.
She may thus get into and follow the stream as long as she is going with it, and later turn away to try to get to a particular place.
This major subcategory of process activity may both be considered to be a fourth secondary category and a tertiary category. It can be termed co-varying differentiation of compensatory modification (of cumulative consequences) or association and specialization of prioritization, but it may also be considered to be a goal seeking form of process activity.
It may be that a river that produces a delta, when flowing into the sea, can represent an example of differentiation and co-variation together with compensatory modification of the cumulative consequences of its own activity.
Pouring melted chocolate and/or porridge into a dish may similarly be differentiated, co-varied and modified in a way that can make it produce a landscape of almost any possible form or outlook.
Amorphous process activity
This makes altogether seven major subcategories of process activity, but an eighth can be added to complete the picture.
This can be seen as a form of process activity that occurs before differentiation, association and modification begins or after such alterations have settled down.
This undifferentiated or undisturbed process activity may be seen as a zero order subcategory and can be termed as amorphous process activity.


Culture, geology and history
It has been suggested, while considering the subcategories of process activity, that Italy, or perhaps rather the Italian Peninsula, can look like a landscape that may have been created primarily through co-varying forms of geological process activity.
It has also been suggested that the French landscape may be a product of compensatory modifications of geological formations while the English landscape can appear to be produced by more differentiated compensatory modification of tectonic activity.
Spain can have something to do with co-variation of compensatory modifications connected with alternating tectonic movements.
It can in a way seem plausible that everything in the universe will be regarded as physical, and that everything physical may be viewed as being scarce in an economic sense. Yet it will furthermore seem as if physical activities, restrained by economic scarcity, can also be seen as representing a kind of variability that may be identified as semiotic signs or expressions from various points of view.
Variations of geological activity may thus have been forming some varying European landscapes that may be counted as conditions for development of corresponding variations in the context of European cultural formations.
Yet it does not seem likely that cultural differences can simply be explained by geographical conditions.
Cultural learning processes may on their own terms be differentiated and tend toward specialization, or they may be associated with each other, structuralized, prioritized, programmed and coordinated. It may be that they can also develop a goal seeking form.
Interplay of cultural process activity and particularly of cultural learning is of great importance with respect to formation of societies, and it may seem reasonable that a civilization shall be formed by differentiated cultural process activities that are also being co-varied and modified.
Cultural epochs
Looking at cultural, economic and political history may lead to the impression that European civilization had its beginning in Greece in the second and first millennia BC, yet it seems better to see the importance of ancient Greek culture as some sort of turning point rather than a beginning.
The Greek landscape with all its islands and peninsular formations may hypothetically have been formed primarily through differentiation of geological process activity, and the achievement of Greek culture, around the time of the occurrence of the Athenian democracy, may be a case of discovering and developing a relevant cultural form that could use and take advantage of the possibilities inherent in the form and nature of this land.
The "relevance" of Greek culture must be seen in connection both with the prehistoric cultural formations in the rest of Europe and the Middle Eastern expressions of civilization in North Africa and Western Asia.
One may perhaps speak of a Greek cultural epoch that lasted about 400-500 years and ended around the time of Alexander the Great.
The next cultural epoch may then have been Roman, and it can in the same way have been a case of discovering and developing a cultural form that could match and use the co-varying formations related to natural Italian landscapes. But this Roman culture can also in many respects be seen as a further development of the Greek.
Continuing that way may lead to a structuralizing Byzantine epoch and culture, based on the Balkan Peninsula, a prioritizing medieval French cultural epoch and an English late medieval and early modern epoch with a culture oriented towards industrial forms of programming activity.
It may then be hypothesized that the present epoch can be seen as Spanish, even if that may not be too obvious, and may be oriented towards coordination of various forms of activity.
Contemporary coordination societies may thus be quite far from the structural societies of the Byzantine epoch that saw the advance of Christianity, even if they can be seen as belonging to the same flow of cultural process activity.
Cultural logic
It seems important to consider what was happening when for instance Roman culture was developing in continuity with ancient Greek culture in the Roman epoch.
Much of the Italian landscape was inhabited by various Italic speaking people in the Greek epoch, although they were influenced by Greek culture that could be related to Greek colonies in the southern part of the peninsula and on Sicily.
These Italic people must have developed their cultures in accordance with the natural conditions, and this would give rise to various customs, rules of living and common laws.
The Latin speaking people lead by Rome managed to gather together most of the other Italic people, and they also managed to subdue the Greek colonies in the south towards the end of the Greek and the beginning of the Roman epoch.
This must however have presented them with the cultural task of reformulating Italian customs, laws and rules of living in accordance and continuation with Greek cultural formulas, as Greek culture at that time was far more sophisticated than Italian or Roman culture.
It may also be important here to remember, that the word "sophisticated" is derived from the Greek word "sofia", which means wisdom.
This serious task would have to do with creating genuine or essential correspondence between a more advanced Roman culture and Italian co-varying natural conditions, and it would thus seem to require formulation of cultural norms and standards that could be used to define the way an associative process dynamical logic should operate.
Associative process dynamical logic seemingly had a lot to do with Roman politics based on a carefully elaborated system of alliances with other Italian city-states or polities, while rules and norms had to do with Roman law and jurisprudence.
The task of reformulating various forms of Italic culture, into a more advanced and coherent Latin or Roman culture, may have been taken up as a response towards challenges, which inter-Italian conflicts seemed to be posing for looser cultural adaptations to natural environments.
The Romans even developed a philosophy of natural rights, later extended to support the government of a large European and Mediterranean empire, which could engage and modulate various forms of economic complementarity.
This empire was also including the Greek speaking world.
Synergic and systematic cultural forms
It can seem like the prehistoric European cultures may have had to develop a form of society based on synergy and family ties.
Such a society might be held together by a variety of complementary duties, customs and favours that could be supplemented by various forms of simple exchange.
It could presumably be quite complex and become modulated across a variety of natural surroundings that would present alternative conditions for fishing, mining, hunting, cattle herds and cultivation of grain.
Some of the simple exchanges without use of money might however in the Greek epoch be supplemented by long distance trade and shipping, and that would presumably give the non-Greek European societies an orientation towards Greek culture, which would also give them a motive for trying to produce some goods that could serve as substitutes for other goods belonging to the Greek cultural sphere.
The further development of European civilization had to do with making such illiterate societies able to formulate their own genuine correspondence between some sort of cultural logic and the immanent character of the natural environment.
When the Roman Empire was extended northwards in the Roman epoch, then most of those primitive European societies came into contact with Roman culture.
Some were incorporated into the empire, while others were influenced as neighbours or more indirectly through trade. Many of those people were also used as Roman soldiers.
It may be that people living in synergic societies will be unwilling to engage themselves in more systematic forms of cultural process activity unless they can see some sort of justice behind it.
The meeting with Roman legal practices may have served such a purpose, even if the Romans did not always do things properly and impartially.
Roman legal practices may to some extent have been relevant, realistic and regular, and there may often have been a reasonable proportionality between offences and compensations.
The effect of this may thus have been, indirectly, to induce some corrective basic value considerations into the more primitive societies.
Their synergic values may thus more easily have been altered through the meeting with the complementary opportunities of the Roman world, for instance in the form of systematic trade, and contact with Roman life forms may have opened for new ways of modulating the ingredients of their own cultural spheres.
Adoption of systematic forms of culture, for instance in the form of trade or transport, does not imply that synergic life forms disappear.
Family ties and household values will still be important, even if they are supplemented and reoriented by participation in more systematic forms of activity.
Synergic values in modern societies will for instance be represented by popular movements, popular opinions, and to a large extent also by consumer demands.
A sense of justice in the form of realism, relevance, regularity and proportionality may well be important to have the synergic and systematic aspects of a society being able to fit together, and some honesty and impartiality will also be of importance to make it possible for systematic innovations to induce adjustments into synergic value considerations.
Justice of this sort may turn out to be dependent on some critical assumptions or presuppositions about the forces that govern the world.
As the Roman Empire showed considerable weaknesses both in relation to military strength and governmental continuity, then it would seem that civilizational justice had better be placed in the hands of a good god, and that may be part of the explanation behind the advent and advance of Christianity in the structuralizing Byzantine epoch.
The Christian view of justice made it into a deal between God and collective as well as individual willingness to resist sinful behaviour, a deal that was open for alternative formulations connected with cultural variation.
Synergy can rest upon immediate ability to fit something together based on complementarities that can be modulated to form a whole, which can further be viewed as an alternative or substitute for some other previously known whole.
This could for instance be a case of cooking a meal by using available ingredients and try to make it look like a more well-known dish.
Such a method may however at times tend towards something chaotic, if too many things that don't really fit with each other are nevertheless being gathered into some sort of whole, for instance by addition of too many spices. A systematic approach will tend to sort things out, which may imply that different ingredients are looked upon as specialized items. Then they can be handled according to a recipe that explains how things are going to be associated and prioritized.
Justice may however be needed to be able to make a critical assessment of whether such an approach will be relevant and realistic in a particular situation or whether it will be out of proportion.
Systematic approaches will generally tend to slowly wear some things down, while other things are being wasted. This may have to do with resistance from the surroundings and tension due to circumstances that are distorting process dynamical logic.
Such distortions may also produce conflicts for instance between different specializing or associative tendencies that are entering into an otherwise coherent system formulation, and may thereby create a kind of systemic disorder that can perhaps resemble the notion of entropy in thermodynamic system language.
Inherent importance of some basic aspects of justice
Critical justice may be important for finding a way between synergic chaos and systemic disorder. Regularity can for instance seem to depend on modulation of various systemic processes, whereas relevance may depend on complementarity between alternating process developments.
Realism can be important for choices connected with substituting one form of process activity for another, while proportionality can have something to do with relationships between small scale process activity and large scale system operation.
It may even be that different forms of process activity like specialization, association and prioritization can be viewed as inherently complementary, yet it may require some sort of validity assessment to be able to substitute and modulate these process forms together in a way that can do justice to process dynamical logic.
It may well for instance be possible to modulate various specialized and coordinated kitchen activities together without being able to produce a well done meal.
Justice may be related to economic, political and legal institutions that can serve as foundations of order, continuity and direction as well as lawful procedure.
European civilization may however depend on co-evolution of such institutions to be able to attain correspondence between different views of justice in different cultural regions.
If it may seem somewhat enigmatic also to consider formation of justice between different forms of justice, then it can perhaps be looked at as representing a subtle kind of challenge for seekers of true wisdom and understanding, throughout European history.
It has been suggested in this and previous chapters that some European regions can perhaps be thought of as being primarily related to particular forms of process activity, yet to be able to approach the enigmatic question of European civilizational justice or injustice in further depth and more comprehensively, it may be useful also to consider regions that can seem to be related to various forms of data orientated or circumstantial activity.
Yet to be able to do that will require attention towards some relevant subcategories of these kinds of activity.
Readers shall be encouraged to find their own examples of such categories and thereby form their way through a terrain, perhaps somewhat similar to a park or a city district, which they usually experience from other points of view.
Consideration of data oriented and circumstantial subcategories should also help to get a better view of different process categories.


European cultural model, part 2 - subcategories of data activity
Registration activity may cover a variety of impression categories like expenses, distances, forms, colours and voltage, which may be measured by using measurement categories like currencies, kilometres, square meters, hertz - a measure of frequency - and volt.
Measurement categories that are used scientifically have become standardized in the so-called SI-system, and it seems that most of these units of measurement can fairly simply be derived from measures of space, time and mass. Measurement of for instance temperature may furthermore indirectly be represented by the height of a quicksilver column and measurement of expenses by determining a weight of gold at a particular time and place.
This seems to indicate that space, time and mass must be important categories in connection with registration activity. Measurement of mass will however depend on material diversity, and it may thus be better in stead to consider registration of material diversity as a major subcategory of data oriented activity.
Registration activity for a human being will at least involve the organs of sense, the nervous systems and various parts of the brain, yet it may also be connected with particular forms of movement.
It may then be appropriate to consider how such movements can be connected with gathering data about space, time and material diversity.
Such considerations may furthermore be extended to cover various forms of cultural activity that are orientated towards data, while data oriented activity in a geological context can be connected with erosion and sedimentary deposition, which can similarly involve various spatial, temporal and diverse material aspects.
Space interdependent with time
Material diversity can be observed while walking around in a landscape with a variety of stones, rocks and earth. Yet an observer will usually find that such impressions of diversity will change considerably as she gets to know the landscape better.
This may imply that registration of material diversity will also depend on registration of time and space, yet it may furthermore happen that material diversity itself can change over time or be dispersed differently over the space. It may even be that observers, for a beginning, can acquire a better orientation in relation to data about material diversity, in an indirect way, by making more observations about space and time.
Impression of space seems to be connected with estimation of distances, while impression of time have to do with being able to tell what came before and what comes after.
If someone is walking around in a landscape watching distances, then she may of course, by walking new ways, also change the impression of what comes before something else and what comes after.
This seems to indicate that observations during an early phase can result in a somewhat vague picture that does not permit a clear distinction between spatial and temporal relations or a picture where spatial and temporal relations must be seen as interdependent.
This may also happen to be related to process differentiation, or development of specialized process activity.
If someone is using various specialized routine tours, while walking around in a landscape, then there may be a different impression of space and time connected with each tour, and her memory of time may for instance be evoked when she is getting nearer to a particular place from a certain direction.
Her memory of space may similarly be depending on being able to remember the time it takes to walk a certain distance by going along one of the routes.
Someone may even be able to recognize that certain landscapes can seem as if they invite to being investigated in such a way.
A landscape like the Sicilian, characterized by relatively small separated river valleys that are turned in different directions, can thus, apparently, best be accessed by using different specialized routes, which may perhaps tend to leave an interdependent experience of space and time.


Erosion and deposition will similarly depend on the different courses that the rivers are flowing, each leaving a separate account of geological space and time.
The Island of Sicily may, with respect to the tectonic activity that has created the Sicilian landscape, be seen, hypothetically, as belonging to the surroundings of the activity that once formed Greece and the southernmost part of the Italian Peninsula. This can even seem similar to its cultural position in the Greek epoch.
The Island may thus have been pushed and turned, and this can perhaps be compared to things that are being pushed a little away and others that are being left in connection with various forms of specialized cultural activity. Such actions may perhaps at first be seen, simply, as an aspect of specialized process activity, yet if these things are afterwards being moved around to get a more orderly setting that can serve to stimulate and regulate such specialization, then it may rather be seen as an example of data oriented culture with relation to space and time.
This has more generally to do with formation of context for process activity and learning. In the mentioned case it may also seem as if to be characterized by a culture that are offering interdependent data about spatial and temporal matters.
This could in other instances imply that advice about when to do certain things will depend on where they are supposed to be done, or that advice about where to do something may depend on the chosen time.
If such advice is connected with experiences about sowing and harvesting, then they may also indirectly be seen as referring to material diversity of the soil.
Perhaps this can seem able to fit with a cultural and economic picture of Sicily in what has been called the Greek epoch. Sicily was much dependent on agriculture and trade.
Space
Continued interdependent observation of space and time may generally be likely to proceed towards observation of space independently of time.
The ability to make more correct estimates of distances may thus improve by comparing different routine approaches, whereas estimates of sequence will not so easily be transferable from one approach to another. Making a little detour may thus be used to improve the estimates of distances, whereas it may blur the distinction of what comes before and what comes after.
Such a development may however also be explained by progression of differentiating or specializing process activity towards co-varying or associating process activity.
Associating specialized walking routines may thus be developing into a network of inroads that will be quite well suited for estimation of distances, while such estimates can, on the other hand, be used to suggest improvements in the way that such a network may be used for transportation.
Estimation of distances by use of a network of routes may obviously be connected with acquiring overview of an area, and it may perhaps turn out to be a similar kind of effort that will be needed for instance to get an overview of the outline of a text, after having been reading some of it.
Construction of the great Roman network of roads and aqueducts, at first in Italy and later in the empire that included a large part of Europe, seems to represent such a combined development of associated transportation activity and formation of spatial geographical overview through estimation of distances.
It also contributed to, and became part of, a cultural setting that can be seen as an important phase in the development of European civilization.
The Italian Peninsula, having itself been formed through the formation of the Apennines, can seem to represent a landscape that is inclining and inviting towards co-varied process activity, and so the Po-valley may be a landscape that is similarly inviting towards a spatial form of data orientation, since it will allow a comprehensive overview.
The Po-valley is largely formed through erosion and sedimentation, and as almost all smaller rivers in the area connect with the Po, directly or indirectly, so they must tend to create a sedimentary account that will be dominated by spatial variation.


Hypothetically, the Po-valley can both geologically and culturally be seen as belonging to the surroundings of the process activity that formed the country and culture of the Italian Peninsula.
The Adriatic Sea and its coastal areas can also be seen as belonging to this landscape, and it may thus be tempting to consider the Po-valley itself, together with the Adriatic region and Sicily, as a major part of a contextual arrangement connected with both geological and cultural process activity concerning Italy and Greece. Yet it may also be questioned whether such an interpretation can be said to be relevant.
Correspondence between culture and geography
The correspondence between cultural and geographical formations may be seen both form a point of view of competitive substitution and from a complementarity point of view.
Competitive substitution implies that a landscape, being most suited for or being itself formed by a particular process activity or a particular data oriented activity, will also present the best conditions for actually developing a corresponding culture in connection with overall civilizational evolution.
Complementarity implies that such a culture may also have to develop various institutions and technologies, for instance related to building construction, that can complement natural formations and compensate for their deficiencies.
Such complementary devices may of course develop into something else than the kind of process culture or data culture that is in a way required for and by civilizational development, and this may possibly be corrected through a modularity game that may be played by formation and change of political, economic and cultural alliances. (Such alliances may often be easier to modify than alliances based on associative process activity.) Such a game may end up with developing rules and laws about how to make things fit together, yet it may also involve a lot of warfare and destruction before such a solution can eventually be found, as was the case for Italy and the Po-valley in the Greek and Roman epochs.
The question about how to bring proportionality, regularity, relevance and realism into such a game will be of critical importance, since its outcome may also be implying a correction of basic civilizational values, which will be in need of justification.
Geological order
If some sort of justice is important for various aspects of civilization to be able to interconnect with each other, then it may of course be wondered, whether something similar could be the case for geological formation. The synergic aspect of geological formation may have to do with chemical complementarity; electro-magnetic modulation that can involve the influence of sunlight; and gravitational substitution between something heavy and something light that will determine what is up and what is down.
The primary systemic aspect of geological formation may be represented by thermodynamic activity caused by radioactive heating in the interior of the planet. Thermodynamic activity can be said to treat a lot of small and large particles in a systematic repetitive way, thereby producing currents and flows, some of them quite slow, that may meet with resistance and create tension.
It may be assumed that there are places in the interior of the earth that can to some extent be characterized by a form of synergic chaos, while places that are affected by thermodynamic activity, like continents drifting together or apart, will also be marked by a certain amount of deformation that can perhaps be seen as related to entropy or systemic disorder.
A more regular form of evolution may thus have required some ordering force that could create a degree of balance between synergic chaos and systemic entropy, and it can seem reasonable to assume that ecological forms of molecular organization, for a very long time being provided and evolved by bacterial life, would have been able to represent such a force.
Geological phenomena related to forces connected with weather conditions, such as erosion and sedimentation, can perhaps be seen as being secondary, yet they may have been quite important, thus, for allowing biological forces to influence geological formation.


It may thereby also seem reasonable to look for some degree of order in and behind the natural formations of the earth, geological as well as biological and climatic, which may have served and still serve as a kind of basis for evolution of civilization.
Yet some scepticism may also be required.
Time interdependent with material diversity
Spatial overview may give some indirect and fluctuating indications of material diversity.
The Roman network of roads used for transport would for instance give access to actual and potential mining opportunities for various metals, yet the use of different mining spots could vary considerably and some would eventually be more or less forgotten.
If the impression of time will be interdependent with impression of space when walking along a specialized route, then it may tend to become interdependent with recognition of material diversity when walking along a specialized route that is connected with a major network of routes.
This will have something to do with being able to account for spatial variation.
Someone may for instance experience that the grass is yellow at more than one spot, and thereby see it as a sign of a particular season rather than as an attribute of a particular dry place.
This could thus further give an idea about a dry season followed by a more humid season and so on.
It may be a common perception that structured or structuralizing activity can be connected with experiencing time as if it was divided into various periods, and it may well be that such periods each will be coloured by impressions connected with different varieties of material objects.
Some of these objects can even be involved in the structuralized activity, and the way these may become ordered into surrounding sequences will help to make the different specialized elements of activity be associated to form relations with each other, thereby making the structure seem relevant.
An example could be a structured form of cleaning, where different tools and chemicals are being brought into the environment of the activity and arranged properly.
The structural order of this activity may partly be suggested by the sequence of such cleaning devices that are supposed to be used, and partly by the resistance of the dirt that is going to be removed.
The combined experience of chemicals that are being added and dirt that is disappearing may then give an experience of time interdependent with experience of material diversity.
A similar kind of perception may be connected with adding the taste of spices to a meal, and also with experiencing the digestion afterwards.
Development of resources, for instance by removing rocks and adding manure to a field that later may be used for cultivation of grain, will also imply a form of interdependence between time and material diversity.
Such development of resources may even, however, be accomplished by a river that is eroding larger rocks and adding sedimentary deposits of finer material.
It may thus be that the narrow river valleys of primarily northern and western Anatolia will present a depositional account that can be characterized by periodic sequences of varying material content, which has been gathered along the way.
The Anatolian Peninsula can, hypothetically, be seen as belonging to the surroundings of the tectonic activity that formed the structuralized landscape of the Balkan Peninsula, and also lead to "construction" of the Black Sea.
Sequences of material diversity can in that context, possibly, be connected with different layers of earth that have been pushed over or drawn down under other layers of earth.
Anatolia may thus presumably have been formed due to geological resistance.
Anatolia, together with the Balkan Peninsula, constituted the cultural base land of the Byzantine state. The capital Constantinople, nowadays called Istanbul, has quarters on both sides of the narrow Strait of Bosporus that is dividing the two peninsulas, even if the major part was and is situated on the Balkan Peninsula.


The Anatolian culture and economy may perhaps be seen as oriented towards development of material resources connected with agriculture, mining and industry.
Some considerations about the borders of Europe
This may however imply that Anatolia and Anatolian culture will have to be seen as part of the European civilization.
The limits of European civilization may then be found in the area that is bordering on the Euphrates, since this river valley has been of crucial importance for Middle Eastern civilization in the Mesopotamian area.
It may be questionable whether Middle Eastern civilization can be adequately characterized by unclear and amorphous distinctions between process activity, data orientated activity and circumstantial activity, in which case it may possibly represent a crossroad for transition between synergic and systemic forms of living.
The Middle East may involve West Asian as well as North African areas, which may include Egypt, Syria, the Arabian Peninsula and Persia.
It may be that the Kurdish population and culture in south eastern Anatolia, northern Syria and Iraq as well as western Persia can represent a European aspect of Middle Eastern civilization.
The border area on the European side seems to be represented by the present countries of Georgia and Armenia as well as a more extensive area that has previously been inhabited by an Armenian population.
Turkic culture in Anatolia and Eastern Thrace can be ascribed to an inflow of Turkic speaking people from Asia and the Middle East, into areas that used to belong to Byzantine culture.
Modern Turkic culture can thus be seen to contain Byzantine as well as Asian elements, and may thereby represent an aspect of inter-civilizational exchange of culture.
It may be that interdependence between cultural, perhaps together with ethnic, diversity and temporal assimilation can also be of importance in this connection, even if much cultural exchange supposedly can be of a more synergic character.
The area around the eastern end of the Black Sea where Georgia and Armenia are situated can be considered to be a circumstantial region, and it will be dealt with more extensively further below.
The Ukrainian region may likewise be seen as circumstantial, and that may give it a particular role in the border area between European and Russian civilization.
The latter can perhaps be seen as combining and connecting European process activity, perhaps tending towards a somewhat theoretical orientation, with data oriented Chinese civilization that may seem also to be leaning towards a more empirical way of orientation.
Material Material Material 
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