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PART 1
APPROACHES TO CHILDHOOD IN ANCIENT ATTICA – INTRODUCTION
Developmental childhood archaeology – an interdisciplinary approach
The age-group selected for in this book will be 0-7 years old. The reason is that our main aim is to focus on the most ‘invisible’ people in archaeology: The infants, the toddlers, and the pre-school girls and boys. Another very important point to make clear is that ‘the children’ in this book will be from the aristocratic and upper-middle classes. This is due to the very nature of the material and written sources. In fact little is known about the majority – for example, poor children and slave children. This book is heavily founded on evidence. In essence it is an archaeological study based on a collection of material relating to childhood in ancient Attica, dating back to 480-300 B.C. That is, various types of toys, iconographic evidence of children on vases and graves steles, primary written sources on children’s lives, and their view on children in the Greek Classical period. However in order to understand and interpret the rich material evidence, a theoretical framework is needed. Here we will propose a new interdisciplinary approach called Developmental Childhood Archaeology.
A brief prologue
Before the discipline of childhood archaeology appeared, theorists from other disciplines than archaeology were very influential in shaping the understanding of children. Below we have selected some particularly influential thinkers for evaluation in the light of recent understandings.
Sigmund Freudthth123Philippe Arièsth4Centuries of Childhood5Edward ShorterThe Making of the Modern Family67Lloyd DeMauseThe History of Childhood8
1. Infanticidal
2. Abandoning
3. Ambivalent
4. Intrusive
5. Socializing
6. Helping 9
101112thth13
Developmental Childhood ArchaeologyDevelopmental Childhood Archaeology

Childhood archaeology: Interdisciplinarity from the beginning
Children have for more than hundred years been the main object of study in psychology, but this has been far from the case in archaeology. In this discipline the child is metaphotically speaking in its infancy. Moving from the study of males towards females via the feminist impulse in the 1970s, the archaeologists of the 1980s began to turn their interests towards children and childhood. According to Baxter (2005), children were for many years considered peripheral to traditional interests of archaeological research:
“Archaeological literature prior to the 1980s included few references to children and showed little theoretical or methodological interest in considering children in archaeological analyses” (Baxter 2005, 8).
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