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				exhausted = udmattet
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				Alvin was walking up the stairs with slow steps and his bag in one hand. 

				“What’s wrong, Alvin? You look exhausted. Is the bag too heavy?” It was Joshua’s dad. He was standing at the top of the stairs laughing at Alvin. 

			

		

	
		
			
				spend time = tilbringe tid

				victim = offercloset = skab

				unlocked = låste op

				straight away = med det sammeinvited = inviterede

				had been dating = havde været kærester	enemy = fjende 
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				Alvin didn’t know what to say. He wasn’t exhausted. He just didn’t want to spend time with Joshua and his dad. 

				 Joshua was in Alvin’s class at school. He had started in the class when he and his dad had moved to the city. Alvin didn’t like going to school, after Joshua had started. Joshua always had to play tough, and Alvin was his favourite vic-tim. He always laughed at Alvin. But the worst thing was that he got the rest of the class to laugh at Alvin, too. Once Joshua had locked Alvin in a closet. Alvin had to stand in the dark closet until a teacher came and unlocked it. 

				When Alvin came home that day crying, his mum asked him what had happened. When he told her, she was so angry that she put on her jacket straight away and went over to talk to Joshua’s dad about it. But little did it help, as he invited her in for coffee and they had been dating ever since. Alvin hated it. He used to have one enemy, Joshua, but now it was three against one. 
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				all four of them = dem alle fire

				several = adskillige

				merchant = grosser

				below = under

				roof = tag	

				was pouring down = styrtede ned
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				Alvin’s mum and Joshua’s dad had decided that it would be a good idea for all four of them to go on a holiday to-gether. They were going to spend a week in Joshua’s grand-dad’s summer house. It was a very big and very old house, right by the water. Several years ago it had been the sum-mer house of a very rich merchant, who spent his sum-mers there with his wife. 

				Alvin’s mum wanted Joshua and Alvin to have fun and become friends while they were at the summer house. Alvin knew that that would never happen. Alvin threw his bag on the bed. He was going to share a room with Joshua. Joshua had walked into the room first and he had chosen the best bed for himself. The room was just below the roof of the house. It was dark and the rain was pouring down outside. 

				“I chose this bed,” Joshua said. “Because the last time I slept in that bed, a mouse ran over my face. And I don’t like mice running over my face when I’m sleeping.” He pointed at the bed Alvin was going to sleep in and rolled around in his own bed, laughing. 
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