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Prologue

Jabriil, Ahmed" and I are sitting and chatting on the grass while waiting for their turn
to play football. We are at Asylcup [Asylum Cup], a yearly event organized by the
Red Cross at which several hundred asylum-seekers from the different Red Cross-run
asylum centres in Denmark have gathered in one place to play football for three
consecutive days. I am here with the group from Elmebjerg centre,” a residential
asylum centre for unaccompanied minors where I have been doing fieldwork for the
past few weeks. Asylcup is one of many activities organized at the asylum centre for
young refugees. However, this setting is different because, unlike in their everyday
lives, when mostly they only interact with other refugees who are also classified as
‘unaccompanied minors’ and with the staff and teachers, for the next three days they
will be playing against and interacting with asylum-seekers living in adult centres.

‘I came here [to Denmark] ten months ago and I don’t get any answer, so | get
angry’, Jabriil tells me, upset, yet speaking with the calm voice that characterizes his
conversation. Ahmed is somewhat dismissive of our conversation, as he is playing
pop music on his phone and singing along with it. Jabriil speaks slowly, reflecting on
his past months in Denmark. He describes how he arrived in Denmark after a year-
long journey across Europe fleeing Somalia. Having arrived alone and claiming to be
16 years old, he entered the Danish asylum system as an ‘unaccompanied asylum-
seeking minor’. At the time of our conversation he had been through an age test that
established his age as 19 years old. Jabriil had contested this decision, explaining: ‘I
asked them [immigration authorities] “How do you know that? You was there when
my mother she was born me?” My mother, she told me I was under 18. When I came
here I was 16, now I am 17. The doctor, he said he saw something, and I say, “No, I
don’t believe that”. Until now they don’t decide’. I then ask Jabriill how he
experiences waiting. ‘Sometimes you become crazy, like some person who is in the
middle, you are not this side or this side, sometimes you worry about the future. Until
now you are not here and you are not here. You think: what will happen if I get here

or if I get here’, he tells me, pointing at two imaginary distant points. I then ask him

" The names of all informants have been changed to preserve their anonymity.

2 The names of all asylum centres are pseudonyms, with the exception of the main asylum centre,
Sandholm, where the interviews for all asylum-seekers in Denmark take place. Using the actual name
of this centre therefore does not affect the anonymity of my interlocutors.





