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Preface & Acknowledgements

This is an article-based dissertation project which culminates from my three and a half years
enrolment in the PhD Program at the Department of Political Science, Copenhagen University. I seek

to answer the following overarching research question:

Why are territorial self-governance arrangements successful in some cases but not others?

The dissertation is article-based, meaning it includes five self-contained articles, all of which present
aunique argument and can be read without the initial chapters on theoretical and empirical approaches
to the overall study of self-determination disputes. The initial chapters (‘project frame”) are intended
to foster a better understanding of how the articles relate to each other and how they — cumulatively
— speak to the overall question of why autonomy ‘works’ in some cases but not in others. The project
frame also draws some broader theoretical perspectives, summarises the findings presented in the

dissertation, and highlights the main implications for both academics and practitioners.

The articles address the overall question from several different vantage points and with distinct but
complementary empirical strategies. At the very heart of the project is a new dataset on formal and
informal territorial self-governance arrangements in democratic and non-democratic countries, and
data collected during field research in Ethiopia. The following five articles are located in Chapter 5

through 9:

1. Shifting patterns of tactics and strategies: Bargaining over self-determination in Indonesia

2. Institutional patterns of autonomy arrangements. Introducing the TSG dataset (TSG), 1950 —
2016

3. Autonomous by design: Territorial self-governance and violent conflict

4. Say my name: The effect of titular vs. non-titular status on communal violence in
ethnofederations

5. Intra-party dynamics and the success of federal arrangements: Ethiopia in comparative
perspective
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project greatly. I would also like to thank Peter Thisted Dinesen, who stepped in as main supervisor
when Daniel had gone east to take on new challenges. Thank you both for providing guidance when
needed, but also for challenging me in a way that ultimately improved this dissertation project
immensely. [ would also like to thank the student assistants — Michelle and Sophie, without your help
I would still be coding formal and informal territorial self-governance arrangements. I would also

like to thank the POSH-team for great collaborative work along the way, in particular Andreas!
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