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Preface 5

PREFACE 

Th e Centre for the Study of Mediterranean Antiquity at the University of Aarhus is 
a research forum for the advancement of interdisciplinary studies of Antiquity. Th e 
dominant activity of the Centre is to arrange seminars and conferences and to publish 
the contributions from these events in monographs. Additionally, several individual 
monographs have been published in the Centres series, Aarhus Studies in Mediterranean 
Antiquity (ASMA). Th e Centres seminars and conferences are devoted to the study of 
such signifi cant fi elds and topics that will benefi t from an interdisciplinary approach. 
Th e publications of the Centre is therefore refl ections of the ongoing process, which 
binds the various fi elds of activity together at the University of Aarhus, and between 
our university and the international scholarly community.
 In May 2004 the Centre hosted an international seminar on Alexandria. Several dis-
tinguished colleagues from diff erent countries contributed to this seminar, both as givers 
of papers and as discussants. Some of these papers have been included in this volume, 
while other contributions have been added later. First of all, our warmest thanks to the 
contributors for their professional and scholarly approach and their patience regarding 
the preparation of this volume. Th e distinguished Members of the Board of the Centre 
for the Study of Mediterranean Antiquity, deserves our gratitude because of their never 
failing enthusiasm and encouragement and Aarhus University Research Foundation for 
making the necessary donations available in the fi rst place; and the Danish Research 
Council for Culture and Communication for fi nancial support of the publication. Last 
but not least we extend our gratitude to the research assistants and secretaries, without 
whose help and support none of this would have happened.

Aarhus, December 2008
George Hinge and Jens A. Krasilnikoff 
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Introduction 9

INTRODUCTION

George Hinge and Jens A. Krasilnikoff 

Th e appreciation amongst the international host of scholars of ancient Alexandria as 
a fi eld of research has been growing these recent years and one can even suggest that 
it has been accelerating within the past three decades or more. Th e continued interest 
is manifested in increased knowledge of the material culture of Ptolemaic and Roman 
Alexandria, and the increase in the publication rate of papyri manuscripts and other 
evidence from Egypt continues to fuel scholarly debate. Moreover, the growing inter-
est among scholars of the humanities worldwide in the mental aspects of past societies 
invites to develop the tenets of cultural history, language and religion within the wider 
frame of ancient Alexandria.
 Th is project was conceived in 2002 as part of the continued discussion and charting 
of the current and future activities of Centre for the Study of Mediterranean Antiquity. 
Th e Centre board agreed to the simple observation that most of the partakers of the 
Centre were all somehow researching aspects of Egypt’s culture, history, or religions of 
the Graeco-Roman period. Further pondering suggested that this rather board scope 
should be narrowed down to just “Alexandria,” in particular those aspects of the Alex-
andrine past, which encompassed the aforementioned aspects of cultural history, history 
and religion. Th us, although previous research projects have successfully navigated the 
diffi  cult waters of interdisciplinary research much reward was to be expected from the 
insistence upon the combination of a wide thematic scope examined within the confi nes 
of the wide chronological spectrum. Consequently, as several contributions demonstrate 
and observe, the Alexandrine past is notoriously marked by meeting of cultures and 
frequent and rapid development, which is quite diffi  cult to grasp in its totality if the 
longer perspective is ignored. Additionally, the long-held insistence of the “fact” that 
Alexandria represented a world totally diff erent from the parallel cultural and political 
construct of traditional Egyptian culture is also being challenged. And so are diff erent 
aspects of the religious and philosophical milieus, which developed almost from the 
foundation of the city to Late Antiquity and the beginning of the Middle Ages.
 As the title of this volume suggests, throughout the entire span of Graeco-Roman 
antiquity Alexandria represented a meeting place for many ethnic cultures and the city 
itself was subject to a wide range of local developments, which created and formatted 
a distinct Alexandrine “culture” as well as several distinct “cultures”. Ancient Greek, 
Roman and Jewish observers communicated or held claim to that particular message. 
Hence, Arrian, Th eocritus, Strabo, and Athenaeus reported their fascination of the 
Alexandrine melting pot to the wider world and so did Philo, Josephus and Clement.
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