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8 PREFACE

of the editors of  The Invention of  Tradition,  Terence  Ranger, links the 
chapters in another way by tracing connections established through 
 nationalism and  imperialism (which formed the context of the Inven-
tion book) as well as globalised exchange and borrowing.

As sometimes happens with anthologies – partly due to the va-
garies of publishers’ policies – this book has been in the making for 
quite some time. Most chapters derive from papers that were orig-
inally presented during the 5th biennial  EASA conference in  Frank-
furt in 1998. The editors of the book convened a three-day workshop 
on the theme of ‘Anthropology and the  revival of  tradition’, that gen-
erated an overwhelming interest and a large number of contribu-
tions. Another selection of revised papers from this workshop was 
published in 2000 in  FOLK: Journal of the Danish Ethnographic Society 
42, bringing together seven articles on Western and  Eastern  Europe, 
and two on the  Pacifi c region and  Australia. The present book has 
profi ted from further discussions and workshops, among others 
a PhD workshop in Aarhus in May 2003, organised by the Danish 
Research School of Anthropology and Ethnography, in which both 
 Terence  Ranger and  Bob  Tonkinson participated. We would like to 
thank all the participants in the  Frankfurt and Aarhus workshops 
for their active contributions.

We owe special thanks to Sally Laird for revising most of the chap-
ters,  Stacy Cozart for improving our introduction,  Toke Bjerregaard 
for assisting the editing process, Mary Lund for proof reading and 
Louise Hilmar for drawing the maps and taking care of the fi nal 
typesetting. In addition, we are grateful for the generous fi nancial 
support from the  Danish Research Agency, the University of Aarhus 
Research Foundation, the Department of Anthropology and Ethno-
graphy and the Faculty of Humanities, University of Aarhus.

Ton Otto and Poul Pedersen
Aarhus, February 2005
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