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               FOREWORD

               Haiku is a Japanese poetry form with strict formal criteria. A classic Japanese haiku poem is a very short poem of 17 syllables divided into three lines of 5-7-5 syllables. There are no rules about rhyme or rhythm. Traditionally, haiku poems are small nature poems about something you can experience with your senses, and according to the tradition, it has to take place in the present and describe an event like a snap photo. And personal feelings, abstract ideas and metaphors have no place in a classic and traditional haiku poem.

               I don’t write classical and traditional haiku poems. I use the frame, the three lines of 5-7-5 syllables, as a frame in which I express, what I want to express, without thinking of the given rules. And it is not always, that I stick within the given 5-7-5 syllables. It all depends on how the given haiku poem evolves.

               The haiku poems are written in Skoghult in Småland, Sweden, where we have a continental climate, which means that the four seasons are very accurate and different: In the spring, there is really spring – when there is summer, it is really summer – in the fall, there is really autumn – and when it is winter, it is really winter.

               I will also tell you, that we have a large garden, where we grow our own organic vegetables – and we are surrounded by vast forests in all directions, where we take a daily walk. Now, I think, you are prepared to read. Enjoy!

                

               Bertill Nordahl

                

               Skoghult

                

               January 2014


            

        

    
        
            
               AN INTRODUCTION

               Bertill Nordahl is a Danish writer who is known for writing and speaking about the meaning of gender in a person’s life. For the past 35 years he has been active in the debate of gender, gender roles, gender politics and equality between men and women, in Denmark, Norway and Sweden, where he mainly has written and spoken about boys and men’s situation in the society.

               Bertill Nordahl writes books for both children and adolescents and adults, both fiction and special literature and debate. He debuted as a writer in 1978 and has since written over 80 books.

               In 2010 the book “Gender” was publish – a very important book in Bertill Nordahl’s work as a writer and debater of gender, because he in this book has collected a selection of 60 articles, feature articles, essays and interviews about gender roles, gender politics and equality between the two genders, from the period 1976-2010. A period of 34 years, covering five decades.

               In 2014 another very important book was published - “All these words, text excerpts 1978-2013”. The book, which contains 745 pages, has this back cover text: “Bertill Nordahl debuted as a writer in 1978 and has since written over eighty books. The text excerpts in this book cover a period of 35 years. Between 1978 and 2013. Spread over 5 decades: the 1970s, 1980s, 1990s, 0000’s and 0010’s. Bertill Nordahl is primarily known as a gender debater, commentator and speaker on gender, where he has lectured on the importance of gender in Denmark, Sweden, Norway, the Faroe Islands and Germany.

               But he also has a large and diverse authorship that best can be described as a colorful bouquet of flowers, which are divided into books for children, adolescents and adults. “All these words” is not a book that analyzes Bertill Nordahl’s authorship. Instead, there are commented text excerpts in chronological order from the whole authorship, which together form a picture of the author and the human being Bertill Nordahl. Therefore, “All these words” can also be read as a loosely sketched tobiography.”

              In the foreword Bertill Nordahl writes: “My life is reflected in my writing, and my writing is reflected in my life. I see my books as postcards and letters from the journey that life is. I have, to this day, written 82 very different books, and have sent 82 very different postcards and letters from my life journey. Ever since I was a young man of 27 years and until now, where I am 62 years old, I have been writing. There are authorships, where there is a close connection between the author’s life and his writing. My authorship is such an authorship, where life and work, work and life, are intertwined.

               I write, because I have something to say. I write, because I have something, I want to recount. I write, because I have something, I want to tell. I write, because I have something, I want to express, opinions and feelings and experiences, insights and knowledge. I write, draw and paint almost every day. It is the filter that I experience life through. It is the membrane everything is filtered through. That is the way I understand life. The words and the sentences, the lines and shapes and colors, is a constant and continuous process, either in my mind or in concrete work. The existence and the identity – it is all filtered and understood through the daily creative processes and creates the meaning of life.”

               At the heart of Bertill Nordahl’s children’s books is the long collaboration with artist Jesper Tom-Petersen from 1983-2005, where they wrote and drew 18 children’s books together.

               Bertill Nordahl has since 2002 published books with his wife Lene Hein Sørensen. These include the popular Pair dance novel trilogy about four middle age people, two men and two women, in one year of their lives, four month in each novel. And also the most read, and very well reviewed novel trilogy for adolescents, the Yusuf trilogy – about the life in an immigrant family with the 17-year old Yusuf as the main character.

               In addition, the author couple has written travel books from Italy, South America, Australia and San Francisco – and books about growing vegetables in their garden in Skoghult, Sweden – and books with photographs, collages and drawings.

               Bertill Nordahl was born in 1951 in Copenhagen. He is the eldest of 6 siblings. His father worked in the Danish military, and his mother was a housewife. He spent his childhood and youth in Ellsinore and in Aalborg. He was an 800-meter runner in the track & field athletics club AIK, Vejgaard from 1964-1972, where he achieved several Danish records, and he was also a member of the Danish national team in track & field athletics. When the city of Copenhagen celebrated its 800 years birthday in 1968 and held an Olympic for youth around the world, Bertill Nordahl won the 800-meter race. 

               Bertill Nordahl is educated as a teacher 1971-75, and worked as a teacher in the Danish primary school from 1975-1990, in Esbjerg, Copenhagen and Espergærde. He debuted as a painter in 1975 on Meyers Gallery in Esbjerg. He was active in the Movement for Men from 1975-1982, and he was a draft resister, a conscientious objector, in 1976-77.

               Bertill Nordahl became a fulltime writer and author in 1990, and he became his own publisher in 1995, where he founded Nielsens Publishing. Since then, he has published his own and others authors books.

               Bertill Nordahl was a lecturer from 1993-2006 and held more than thousand lectures about gender in Denmark, Sweden, Norway, the Faroe Islands and Germany.

               Bertill Nordahl has two children: Sebastian, 1979-2012, and Laura, 1982-. Today Bertill Nordahl’s life is split between Copenhagen, Denmark, where he had an apartment in Brønshøj and Skoghult in Småland in Sweden, where he spent most of his time together with his wife Lene Hein Sørensen - in an old red wooden house, an old school, from 1864.

            

        

    
        
            
               SPRING

               The snow is on retreat

               scattered islands of green

               amidst the white

                

               A melting pot

               the garden is a river delta

               we need canoes

                

               The swallows come

               all the way from Africa

               playful dolphins

                

               Morning fog, a frog

               the silver sun milks the light

               develops the day

                

               Swallows on the wing

               spiders web in the grass

               an early morning

                

               Spring is a

               vivid girl with curious

               and friendly eyes

                

               Dandelion country

               yellowness fills the eyes

               the world is yellow

                

               The spring equinox

               day and night in balance

               now time extends

                

               The grass grows and grows

               it is a permanent job

               to cut the lawn

                

               A flock of black birds

               leaves my blue eyes

               and paints the blue sky black

                

               Birds on a wire

               libido and desire

               spring has arrived


            

        

    MORNING
Morning silence
the smell of toasted bread
newly brewed coffee
 
the newspaper with
catastrophes from the world
far away from here
 
while I´m looking
through the window and see
two blackbirds in the tree
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