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  Det lyder som klokken på et stort, gammeldags vækkeur, da alarmen ringer. Mette Larsen og Jan Heikel ser på hinanden. De sidder i kahyt 222 og venter.


  Det er den 11. november 2007, og solen har hele dagen skinnet fra en skyfri himmel. Krydstogtskibet MV Explorer ligger fortøjet ved kajen i den argentinske havneby Ushuaia.


  42-årige Jan Heikels mørke, krøllede hår bølger ned over ørerne, og skægget går fra overlæben ned over kinderne og hagen, så det omkranser munden. Han er til daglig frisør i Odense, hvor parret bor. Sammen er de på deres livs tur på krydstogtskibet, der skal sejle dem rundt i det isfyldte farvand omkring Antarktis. I måneder har de glædet sig, sparet op og talt om de mange oplevelser, der venter.


  For 29-årige Mette Larsen er rejsen noget helt særligt. På øen South Georgia skal parret besøge en af verdens største kolonier af kongepingviner. Besøget er en af årsagerne til, at de tog af sted. Mette Larsen er til daglig dyrepasser i Odense Zoo, hvor hun tager sig af kongepingvinerne.


  Kahyttens vægge er dækket med sandfarvet tapet, og inden for døren ligger et lille toilet med bad. Ved siden af toilettet står et lille skrivebord. I den modsatte ende af rummet er der placeret et dobbeltskab, hvor parret har hængt deres polartøj og andet udstyr. De to enkeltsenge, som parret har opdaget, ikke kan skubbes sammen, står på gulvet i hver sin side af rummet, adskilt af endnu et lille bord. På hver seng hænger en gammel sikkerhedssele, formet som et V. Sikkerhedsselen skal sikre, at passagererne ikke falder ud af sengen, hvis skibet begynder at gynge. Gennem et lille koøje kan parret se ud på havet lige under kahytten.


  Alarmen ringer igen. Nøjagtig som besætningen har fortalt, den ville gøre. Inden redningsøvelsen gik i gang, fik passagererne i detaljer forklaret, hvad der sker i det usandsynlige tilfælde, at MV Explorer får problemer på åbent hav. Jan Heikel og Mette Larsen tager deres redningsveste fra kahytten og går ud.


  Explorer har 100 passagerer og 54 besætningsmedlemmer om bord. De er fordelt på skibets tre dæk med passagerhytter. Dæk 100, som er det øverste, rummer de største og dyreste kahytter. Det er også her, kaptajnen har sit værelse. Under det er 200-dækket placeret. Det er her, parrets hjem under krydstogtet ligger. Nederst løber 300-dækket. Fra deres kahyt på 200-dækket tager Mette Larsen og Jan Heikel trappen op til spisesalen. Ved hvert hjørne står besætningsmedlemmer i gule veste og guider dem rundt på det 40 år gamle skib, som har fået tilnavnet "Det Lille Røde Skib". Explorer er bygget i 1969 og var et af de første krydstogtskibe, der tog livtag med farvandet omkring Antarktis.


  Passagererne skal mødes i foredragssalen. For at komme derop går de via dækket, forbi spisesalen, baren og skibets lille butik. Herfra fører en trappe op til 100-dækket, hvor foredragssalen ligger. Parret finder en plads. Jan Heikel sætter sig ved siden af en ung mand fra Canada. Bag et par computere lader de, som om de skriver hjem.


  "Mor, mor, vi synker, vi synker. Send flere penge," skriver de.


  Mette Larsen synes ikke, det er sjovt.


  
    *
  


  Det er formiddag, da Eli Charne, en næsten to meter høj, 38-årig fotograf fra Californien, går op ad den lille trappegang, der fører om bord på skibet. Hele dagen har han mærket spændingen i maven. Lige siden han for ti år siden så et program på National Geographic, har Antarktis fascineret ham. Nu skal han endelig på et krydstogt, der vil tage ham til det iskolde kontinent. Eli Charne skal bo i kahyt 314 sammen med to andre passagerer, og han har glædet sig til at møde dem. Kahytten er placeret i styrbord, som er højre side af skibet, og den ligger på det allernederste dæk på skibet. Der er redt op til tre passagerer. I højre side er der en køjeseng, hvor Eli Charne har lagt sine ting. Ovenover skal en schweizer midt i trediverne sove, mens en ældre kinesisk mand har fået enkeltmandssengen i venstre side af kahytten. Vandlinjen skærer midt gennem kahytten. Mens schweizerens køje ligger over vandoverfladen, er Eli Charnes køje under.


  Senere på dagen går Eli Charne op på dækket bag foredragssalen, hvor ekspeditionslederen fortæller om skibets redningsbåde. Skibet har fire orange og hvide redningsbåde. Redningsbåd nummer et og tre hænger på styrbords side. Nummer to og fire hænger på bagbords, altså venstre side af skibet. Redningsbådene er lavet af træ, og de har to størrelser med plads til henholdsvis 39 og 59 personer. I hver båd er der mad og anden proviant, fortæller ekspeditionslederen.


  Antarktis er blevet et yndet feriemål for eventyrlystne rejsende. I vintermånederne fra november til marts benytter omkring 40 skibe i gennemsnit den korte antarktiske sommer til at vise det frosne kontinent frem for turister. Krydstogtrejser er i dag blevet en milliardforretning, og den vokser. Mens finanskrisen fik rejsebranchen i knæ, blev krydstogtturismen bare ved med at vokse. Alene i 2010 rejste flere end 25.000 danskere på havfærd. I 2013 tog 6.357.000 europæere på krydstogt i kontinentet. I vinteren 2007-2008 er Jan Heikel, Mette Larsen og Eli Charne tre ud af 46.069 turister, der besøger Antarktis.


  Explorer er som alle andre krydstogtskibe underlagt regler vedtaget i FN's Internationale Maritime Organisation (IMO). Passagerskibe, der medbringer over 12 passagerer, skal følge en række regler i SOLAS-konventionen. Reglerne dækker sejlads på verdenshavene, men dækker ikke de specielle forhold, som hersker i de arktiske og antarktiske farvande. Der er altså ikke forskellige krav til skibene, alt efter om de sejler under Caribiens sol, eller om de, som Explorer, sejler i isfyldt farvand. Det betyder for eksempel, at skibene ikke behøver være forstærkede, så de kan modstå is.


  IMO anbefaler, at der er lukkede redningsbåde på skibene, som kan beskytte passagererne mod vejr, vind og kulde, hvis ulykken rammer. IMO fremhæver også, at der bør være overlevelsesdragter til alle om bord. Men da det kun er retningslinjer, kan rederierne ikke tvinges til at rette sig efter dem.


  De redningsbåde, som Eli Charne ser på Explorer, er ikke overdækkede. De har heller ingen overlevelsesdragter. Det tænker han dog ikke nærmere over.


  "Hvis det usandsynlige skulle ske, så tænder vi motoren og samler bådene i en cirkel. Og så holder vi en fest," hører Eli Charne ekspeditionslederen sige.


   



  Om aftenen stævner Explorer ud fra havnen i Ushuaia på sit første krydstogt i sæsonen 2007. Mette Larsen og Jan Heikel står på den lille solterrasse på bagdækket og kigger ind på byen, der langsomt forsvinder. Det er koldt, men vejret er helt klart, og solen skinner. Lysene fra byen bliver mindre og mindre, mens skibet sejler ud af havnen.


  "Det her er bare for fedt!", tænker Mette Larsen.


  Da de møder en af rejselederne, spørger hun:


  "Hvornår ser vi pingviner?"


  Rejselederen svarer, at der nok går lidt tid, nu skal skibet lige ud af havnen først.

Explorers rejse gennem isen følger i sporene på den berømte polarrejsende sir Ernest Henry Schackleton. Før 1914 havde ingen krydset Antarktis, og om bord på skibet Endurance vovede handelsflådeofficeren og polarforskeren forsøget sammen med en snes mænd. På trods af Første Verdenskrigs udbrud få dage forinden beordrede admiral Winston Churchill ekspeditionen til at stævne ud, så Endurance forlod britisk farvand den 8. august 1914 og satte kursen mod det iskolde kontinent mod syd. Forude ventede drømmen om at være de første i verden til at krydse de isfyldte, antarktiske farvande.
Allerede tidligt på rejsen stødte Endurance på problemer. Først ramte skibet etårs is, altså is, der har hærdet en enkelt vinter. Siden begyndte vejrforholdene gradvist at blive værre. Den 19. januar 1915 mødte ekspeditionen en kraftig storm, der spærrede skibet inde i ismasserne. Fastfrosset drev skibet langsomt og ufrivilligt med ismasserne mod nord.
Der var intet at gøre, før isen smeltede, så på Endurance gav Schackleton og hans mænd sig til at vente. Først i september, efter mere end et halvt års fastfrossethed, begyndte isen omkring Endurance at sprække.
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   TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR USE, REPRODUCTION, AND DISTRIBUTION

   1. Definitions.

      "License" shall mean the terms and conditions for use, reproduction,
      and distribution as defined by Sections 1 through 9 of this document.

      "Licensor" shall mean the copyright owner or entity authorized by
      the copyright owner that is granting the License.

      "Legal Entity" shall mean the union of the acting entity and all
      other entities that control, are controlled by, or are under common
      control with that entity. For the purposes of this definition,
      "control" means (i) the power, direct or indirect, to cause the
      direction or management of such entity, whether by contract or
      otherwise, or (ii) ownership of fifty percent (50%) or more of the
      outstanding shares, or (iii) beneficial ownership of such entity.

      "You" (or "Your") shall mean an individual or Legal Entity
      exercising permissions granted by this License.

      "Source" form shall mean the preferred form for making modifications,
      including but not limited to software source code, documentation
      source, and configuration files.

      "Object" form shall mean any form resulting from mechanical
      transformation or translation of a Source form, including but
      not limited to compiled object code, generated documentation,
      and conversions to other media types.

      "Work" shall mean the work of authorship, whether in Source or
      Object form, made available under the License, as indicated by a
      copyright notice that is included in or attached to the work
      (an example is provided in the Appendix below).

      "Derivative Works" shall mean any work, whether in Source or Object
      form, that is based on (or derived from) the Work and for which the
      editorial revisions, annotations, elaborations, or other modifications
      represent, as a whole, an original work of authorship. For the purposes
      of this License, Derivative Works shall not include works that remain
      separable from, or merely link (or bind by name) to the interfaces of,
      the Work and Derivative Works thereof.

      "Contribution" shall mean any work of authorship, including
      the original version of the Work and any modifications or additions
      to that Work or Derivative Works thereof, that is intentionally
      submitted to Licensor for inclusion in the Work by the copyright owner
      or by an individual or Legal Entity authorized to submit on behalf of
      the copyright owner. For the purposes of this definition, "submitted"
      means any form of electronic, verbal, or written communication sent
      to the Licensor or its representatives, including but not limited to
      communication on electronic mailing lists, source code control systems,
      and issue tracking systems that are managed by, or on behalf of, the
      Licensor for the purpose of discussing and improving the Work, but
      excluding communication that is conspicuously marked or otherwise
      designated in writing by the copyright owner as "Not a Contribution."

      "Contributor" shall mean Licensor and any individual or Legal Entity
      on behalf of whom a Contribution has been received by Licensor and
      subsequently incorporated within the Work.

   2. Grant of Copyright License. Subject to the terms and conditions of
      this License, each Contributor hereby grants to You a perpetual,
      worldwide, non-exclusive, no-charge, royalty-free, irrevocable
      copyright license to reproduce, prepare Derivative Works of,
      publicly display, publicly perform, sublicense, and distribute the
      Work and such Derivative Works in Source or Object form.

   3. Grant of Patent License. Subject to the terms and conditions of
      this License, each Contributor hereby grants to You a perpetual,
      worldwide, non-exclusive, no-charge, royalty-free, irrevocable
      (except as stated in this section) patent license to make, have made,
      use, offer to sell, sell, import, and otherwise transfer the Work,
      where such license applies only to those patent claims licensable
      by such Contributor that are necessarily infringed by their
      Contribution(s) alone or by combination of their Contribution(s)
      with the Work to which such Contribution(s) was submitted. If You
      institute patent litigation against any entity (including a
      cross-claim or counterclaim in a lawsuit) alleging that the Work
      or a Contribution incorporated within the Work constitutes direct
      or contributory patent infringement, then any patent licenses
      granted to You under this License for that Work shall terminate
      as of the date such litigation is filed.

   4. Redistribution. You may reproduce and distribute copies of the
      Work or Derivative Works thereof in any medium, with or without
      modifications, and in Source or Object form, provided that You
      meet the following conditions:

      (a) You must give any other recipients of the Work or
          Derivative Works a copy of this License; and

      (b) You must cause any modified files to carry prominent notices
          stating that You changed the files; and

      (c) You must retain, in the Source form of any Derivative Works
          that You distribute, all copyright, patent, trademark, and
          attribution notices from the Source form of the Work,
          excluding those notices that do not pertain to any part of
          the Derivative Works; and

      (d) If the Work includes a "NOTICE" text file as part of its
          distribution, then any Derivative Works that You distribute must
          include a readable copy of the attribution notices contained
          within such NOTICE file, excluding those notices that do not
          pertain to any part of the Derivative Works, in at least one
          of the following places: within a NOTICE text file distributed
          as part of the Derivative Works; within the Source form or
          documentation, if provided along with the Derivative Works; or,
          within a display generated by the Derivative Works, if and
          wherever such third-party notices normally appear. The contents
          of the NOTICE file are for informational purposes only and
          do not modify the License. You may add Your own attribution
          notices within Derivative Works that You distribute, alongside
          or as an addendum to the NOTICE text from the Work, provided
          that such additional attribution notices cannot be construed
          as modifying the License.

      You may add Your own copyright statement to Your modifications and
      may provide additional or different license terms and conditions
      for use, reproduction, or distribution of Your modifications, or
      for any such Derivative Works as a whole, provided Your use,
      reproduction, and distribution of the Work otherwise complies with
      the conditions stated in this License.

   5. Submission of Contributions. Unless You explicitly state otherwise,
      any Contribution intentionally submitted for inclusion in the Work
      by You to the Licensor shall be under the terms and conditions of
      this License, without any additional terms or conditions.
      Notwithstanding the above, nothing herein shall supersede or modify
      the terms of any separate license agreement you may have executed
      with Licensor regarding such Contributions.

   6. Trademarks. This License does not grant permission to use the trade
      names, trademarks, service marks, or product names of the Licensor,
      except as required for reasonable and customary use in describing the
      origin of the Work and reproducing the content of the NOTICE file.

   7. Disclaimer of Warranty. Unless required by applicable law or
      agreed to in writing, Licensor provides the Work (and each
      Contributor provides its Contributions) on an "AS IS" BASIS,
      WITHOUT WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS OF ANY KIND, either express or
      implied, including, without limitation, any warranties or conditions
      of TITLE, NON-INFRINGEMENT, MERCHANTABILITY, or FITNESS FOR A
      PARTICULAR PURPOSE. You are solely responsible for determining the
      appropriateness of using or redistributing the Work and assume any
      risks associated with Your exercise of permissions under this License.

   8. Limitation of Liability. In no event and under no legal theory,
      whether in tort (including negligence), contract, or otherwise,
      unless required by applicable law (such as deliberate and grossly
      negligent acts) or agreed to in writing, shall any Contributor be
      liable to You for damages, including any direct, indirect, special,
      incidental, or consequential damages of any character arising as a
      result of this License or out of the use or inability to use the
      Work (including but not limited to damages for loss of goodwill,
      work stoppage, computer failure or malfunction, or any and all
      other commercial damages or losses), even if such Contributor
      has been advised of the possibility of such damages.

   9. Accepting Warranty or Additional Liability. While redistributing
      the Work or Derivative Works thereof, You may choose to offer,
      and charge a fee for, acceptance of support, warranty, indemnity,
      or other liability obligations and/or rights consistent with this
      License. However, in accepting such obligations, You may act only
      on Your own behalf and on Your sole responsibility, not on behalf
      of any other Contributor, and only if You agree to indemnify,
      defend, and hold each Contributor harmless for any liability
      incurred by, or claims asserted against, such Contributor by reason
      of your accepting any such warranty or additional liability.

   END OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS

   APPENDIX: How to apply the Apache License to your work.

      To apply the Apache License to your work, attach the following
      boilerplate notice, with the fields enclosed by brackets "[]"
      replaced with your own identifying information. (Don't include
      the brackets!)  The text should be enclosed in the appropriate
      comment syntax for the file format. We also recommend that a
      file or class name and description of purpose be included on the
      same "printed page" as the copyright notice for easier
      identification within third-party archives.

   Copyright [yyyy] [name of copyright owner]

   Licensed under the Apache License, Version 2.0 (the "License");
   you may not use this file except in compliance with the License.
   You may obtain a copy of the License at

       http://www.apache.org/licenses/LICENSE-2.0

   Unless required by applicable law or agreed to in writing, software
   distributed under the License is distributed on an "AS IS" BASIS,
   WITHOUT WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS OF ANY KIND, either express or implied.
   See the License for the specific language governing permissions and
   limitations under the License.
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"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting, or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify, redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components, in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled, redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole, must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply to any document created using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY, INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.








