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Summary

This workshop was held to initiate a Nordic collaboration to develop a strategy concerning the use of antibacterial substances in articles. Such a strategy could be the platform for actions to reduce this use and the risk of bacterial resistance related to it.

Workshop participants came from authorities in Finland, Denmark, Norway, Iceland and Sweden. They were given background information on the development of bacterial resistance to antibiotics and its relation to the use of biocides. The new EU provisions for the labelling of biocide treated articles, that will enable consumers to make informed choices, were also presented.

As further background, a survey showed that treated articles are marketed globally, and mostly without any information about biocides used. Effects like “anti-bacterial” or “anti-odour” were claimed for a vast amount of everyday articles, but information to support these claims was generally missing. Also, an overview of available methods for assessing the efficacy of biocide treatments indicated that there are no standard methods for cases where the treatment is intended to add new properties to the article, for example that development of odour during use is prevented.

Based on this background, the participants felt that the potential link to antibiotic resistance was worrying and that the treatment of articles represents a biocide use that is not always necessary and sometimes has no meaning at all. Methods to show the efficacy of this biocide use are not always available. New obligations enter into force but the party responsible for compliance does not seem prepared to implement them.

A method for strategic planning was then introduced and applied to start the elaboration of a Nordic strategy. It was agreed that a more sensible way of using biocides is needed and that the main objective should be Biocides are used properly. In the discussion, participants found that the detailed objectives Claims are specific, Manufacturers have enough knowledge and Consumers have enough knowledge were most important for achieving the main objective. Furthermore, activities were identified that would need to be carried out in order to reach each specific objective.

In strategic planning it is vital to analyze risks relating to a proposed initiative. In this case, the most important risk identified was a potential lack of resources for further work. Therefore, workshop participants intended to consult within their organisations regarding the outlined actions.

Participants did, however, find it efficient to cooperate during the up-coming national work to inform article manufacturers and importers; and the same applied to information to the general public. Also, a coordinated base-line study should map the current situation, and here the results from existing studies would be useful.

The claimed effects of biocide treatment should be targeted in the strategy. Criteria will need to be developed for when treated articles represent an improper use of biocides and justification for cases where the treatment is seen as a proper use. A study on how claimed benefits are substantiated for other product categories might present useful illustrations for the development of guidance.

Provided that internal support and resources could be found, the participants agreed to summarize the first steps in a continued Nordic collaboration as:


	Look into EU legislation for other product categories in order to get an overview of how claimed qualities are verified in other contexts.

	Map the current situation regarding issues such as how widespread the biocide use in articles is, which biocides are used most frequently, exposure estimates for humans and the environment, in particular the aquatic environment. The potential for increased bacterial resistance also belongs to these issues. The purpose is to describe the scope of the problem and to establish a baseline for future work.

	Plan and initiate concrete and visible actions to raise knowledge of the problem among consumers and industry. Such actions may involve information campaigns, leaflets and web-site information.



Preface
This is a report on the proceedings of a Nordic workshop that was held in Stockholm 26–27 August 2013. The theme for the workshop was “Knowledge and common strategy for articles treated with antibacterial substances.”
The workshop was funded by the Nordic Council of Ministers and was an activity within the environment programme for the Swedish presidency of this council in 2013.
Workshop participants were invited both by a formal letter to the relevant national authorities in the Nordic countries and through the informal network of the Nordic Biocide Group, a project group under the Nordic Chemicals Group.
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