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1. Summary

In 2008, the Ministers of Forestry in the Nordic countries made the Selfoss Declaration on sustainable forestry in the Nordic region, emphasizing the importance of the forest when facing global climate change and its importance for biodiversity, recreation and as a resource for economic development. In a report published within the TemaNord series, an ad-hoc committee gave recommendations on how to implement the intention of the declaration. The recommendations were two-fold, policy recommendations to the Nordic co-operation structures and more direct measures that included different activities to be undertaken by different Nordic actors.

The current report aims to reflect on the achievements of the Selfoss Declaration and the following report. The question is, did the forestry sector focus on the resolution that the forestry ministers acknowledged in the Declaration and furthermore, how did it affect the forestry sector in the Nordic countries. The focus in this report is on activities that were performed by SNS or NordGen Forest or have been financed with funds from the Nordic Council of Ministers.

More than 20 actvities took place, directly following up on the resolution points listed in the Selfoss Declaration. The outcomes of these activities are variable and with diverse accessibility but for the majority, final reports can be found online and in many cases, papers in peer-reviewed journals are also available. It seems to be a general opinion that the Selfoss Declaration initiated a lot of activities and incisive actions in organizing the forest research cooperation across national boundaries within the Nordic countries. The initiation of new networks and the continuation of older ones facilitated exchange of ideas and strengthened the co-operation of scientists within specific fields in the Nordic and neighbouring countries.

The key to a successful operation is a clear vision, which in the case of the Selfoss Declaration was outlined by the Nordic forestry ministers. The follow-up work of the ad-hoc committee and publication of the recommendations facilitated and encouraged Nordic organizations to incorporate and carry out projects in harmony with the vision. Based on this experience, it seems important that the forestry ministers continue to take an active part in visualizing where Nordic cooperation should head in the future.


2. Introduction
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Forestry is an important sector in the Nordic countries and a sector where Nordic countries have a strong international position. Finland, Norway and Sweden are among the most important producers of forest products and services worldwide, and have extensive forest cover, up to 75% of land area. Denmark and Iceland, however, are in the process of afforestation of their land area. Denmark has already reached the goal of having important income from their forests and Iceland has a small but steadily growing forestry-based income. Boreal conifer forests dominate the Nordic region, but Denmark and southern part of Sweden have some temperate forests. Nordic forestry cooperation focuses both on local and regional importance of forests within the region, and on promoting economic, ecological, social and cultural values. In the Nordic countries, forestry has followed the principle of sustainable management, based on forest research of high international quality.

Within the Nordic Council of Ministers (NMR), forestry topics belong to the ministerial council for fisheries and aquaculture, agriculture, food and forestry (MR-FJLS). There is a specific council of senior officials on forestry, EK-FJLS skog, that is responsible for Nordic forest cooperation.

Following the decisions of EK-FJLS skog, two key bodies are responsible for the delivery of Nordic Forest Cooperation; NordGen Forest serves as a Nordic meeting place to examine issues in the fields of forest genetics and genetic resources, supply of seeds and plants, and methods for regeneration, and SNS (Nordic Forest Research Co-operation) that facilitates forest research and networking of forest researchers in the Nordic countries. Furthermore, SNS is in close collaboration with EFI (European Forest Institute) on EFINORD (The North European Regional Office of EFI) and aims to strengthen forest research and networks in Northern Europe. The Nordic forestry cooperation also provided the basis for the creation of the the flagship project “Sustainable Forest Management in the Baltic Sea Region – EFINORD” in the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR). The flagship offers an umbrella for forest and sustainable forest management activities under priority area AGRI and promotes sustainable forestry within the EUSBSR action plan.

3. The Selfoss Declaration and its Implementation
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The Selfoss Declaration (SD) is a declaration on sustainable forestry, made by the Nordic ministers responsible for forestry in August 2008 at a conference in Selfoss, South Iceland. In that declaration, the many values and functions of forests in the Nordic Region were emphasized, including importance of the forest in facing global climate change and global administration of freshwater resources. Furthermore, its importance for biodiversity, recreation, and as a resource for economic development was stressed and the ministers highlighted their priorities in 9 points.
The Nordic Council of Ministers – The Ministers of Forestry. Ministerial declaration adopted in Selfoss, Iceland 19. august 2008 At their meeting of 19th August 2008 in Selfoss, Iceland, the forestry ministers from Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden and Åland discussed sustainable forestry, with the focus on water and the climate.
The use of the Nordic forests has had unique significance for the development of the Nordic welfare society.
The people of the Nordic Region have a close relationship with the forest. Since the beginning of time, the forest has provided mankind with protection, material for houses and buildings, energy and food from plants and game. In the modern era, the Nordic forests constitute a resource for economic development in the Nordic Region. The forest is also important for bio-diversity and recreation. This shows very clearly the forest’s many values and functions.
The forest is linked to two of the most important environmental challenges of our time: global climate change and the global administration of freshwater resources. The Nordic forestry ministers – who were gathered for a conference in Selfoss, Iceland, on 18–19th August 2008 – want to highlight the importance of the forest in facing up to these two challenges.
The Nordic forestry ministers note that viable forests, which generate raw materials and services for industry, a diversity of plants and animals, as well as a place for recreation, are a prerequisite for competitive forestry in the Nordic Region. In addition, the forestry ministers:
I. want, taking into account the forest’s biological diversity and leisure potential, to work towards increased sustainable biomass production in the Nordic Region’s forests, which is an important measure in counteracting climate change and reducing the competition between cultivation of biomass for bio-energy and for other purposes
II. place great weight on protection and care of forests with the aim of safeguarding the eco-system, bio-diversity and the groundwater, as well as counteracting erosion and protecting watercourses
III. note that afforestation ought to be increased and that forest management and the use of wood be developed on the basis of the starting point in the joint European guidelines in order to create viable forests and thereby counteract the negative consequences of climate change
IV. place weight on the forestry sector participating actively and constructively in the discussion of the forest’s role in a climate context in order to facilitate the optimum use of the forest’s potential and ensure that any measures taken are based on sustainable forest management
V. wish to strengthen co-operation and the sharing of experiences within the Nordic Region, so that Nordic forest users have access to and knowledge about how they can, in a way that is efficient in terms of resources, take care of the forest’s water and how they can adapt forest management as a consequence of climate changes
VI. stress the importance of tree-breeding, including genetic adaptation to climate change and the adoption of new measures whenever necessary
VII. place great weight on the forest’s local and regional importance for healthy economic development, e.g. income from tourism and hunting, which is a prerequisite for active forest management and thereby a further development of the forest’s importance in a climate and water-management context
VIII.
IX.1
Following the SD, an ad-hoc committe was appointed by the EK-FJLS-skog to give recommendations on how to implement and follow up on the declaration.
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