
The Paper’s Argumentation
 

Chapter 11 from the book:
Lotte Rienecker and Peter Stray Jørgensen
with contributions by Signe Skov 
 
The Good Paper - A Handbook for Writing Papers in Higher Education 
 

Samfundslitteratur



The Paper’s Argumentation 
Lotte Rienecker and Peter Stray Jørgensen 
with contributions by Signe Skov 
 
 
 
From the book: 
The Good Paper – A Handbook for Writing Papers in Higher Education 
Lotte Rienecker and Peter Stray Jørgensen 
with contributions by Signe Skov 
1st edition 2013, chapter 11
 
 
The e-book chapter is published in 2015 
 
 
© Samfundslitteratur 2013  
 
 
Typeset: Narayana Press 
Cover design by: Imperiet 
E-book production: PHi Business Solutions Ltd. (Chandigarh, India) 
 
 
 
ISBN e-book chapter: 978-87-593-2200-0 
 
 
ISBN (e-book edition): 978-87-593-2167-6 
ISBN (printed edition): 978-87-593-1790-7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Samfundslitteratur 
Rosenoerns Allé 9 
DK-1970 Frederiksberg C 
Denmark 
 
slforlagene@samfundslitteratur.dk 
www.samfundslitteratur.dk 
 
 
All rights reserved. 
No part of this publication may be reproduced or used in any form or by any means – 
graphic, electronic or mechanical including photocopying, recording, taping or information 
storage or retrieval system – without permission in writing from the publisher. 
 

http://www.samfundslitteratur.dk
mailto:slforlagene@samfundslitteratur.dk


299THE PAPER’S ARGUMENTATION

11. The paper’s argumentation

As made evident in the chapter about genre and quality criteria, argumentation is a 

cornerstone of research texts. This chapter presents an argument model which you 

can use as a processing tool for building your arguments and as a production tool to 

evaluate your and others’ (your sources’) argumentation.

Argumentation in papers and other genres

In chapter 1 about genre and quality criteria we accounted for the way in which re-

search papers differ from the classic essay, the textbook and the popularising article. 

A crucial difference between the research paper and these other genres is argumen-

tation. In the other genres it is possible to argue in ways that should be avoided in 

a research paper.

In a personal essay you can document your claims using personal feelings, experi-

ences and opinions. Here you can comment on how love affects people on the basis 

of your own experience, possibly with a few anecdotes drawn from world literature 

– or perhaps from your nearest circle of acquaintances. You approach the topic un-

methodically and draw documentation from where ever possible.

In textbooks and popularising articles, argumentation does not necessarily occur. 

Here claims can be presented without actual documentation and validation. “Eric of 

Pomerania was born…”, “The muscle musculus sternocleido-mastoideus is located…”, 

“The preserved works written by Plato himself consist of…” The purpose of these 

texts is not to convince, but to lecture, and therefore argumentation is not necessary 

in these genres.

When papers do not meet expectations, it is often because they too greatly re-

semble these other genres. They draw documentation from personal experience such 

as in the classic essay. Or they present claims without arguing for them or without 

documentation, just as in (some) textbooks.
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Argumentation in research papers

In your paper, you argue by documenting the claims and points you present in your 

paper, e.g. in the form of academic authority, others’ research and/or your own re-

search. However, your paper must also, as a whole, constitute a single argument for 

the overall disciplinary claims you reach in your conclusion.

This can be expressed by the following argument model, originally developed by 

the argumentation theorist Toulmin (1974) who aimed at understanding everyday 

argumentation. Toulmin’s model can also describe research papers and their structure. 

The model for the anatomy of a paper’s argumentation looks as follows:

1. Disciplinary context of the paper’s argumentation

4. Research method 
(theory and method)

3. Documentation for conclusion2. Conclusion (answer to the research question 
with possible reservations)

 ■ in relation to own research
 ■ in relation to the literature.

5. Discussion and critique of method

The boxes contain the elements that must be included in a research paper. The point 

of this chapter is to describe what to fill in these boxes, how they correspond to the 

paper’s structure and elements, and how to the model can be used when writing a 

paper.

There are four good reasons for using the argument model when writing a paper. 

The model advocates that you:

 ■ argue rather than merely postulate or demonstrate

 ■ focus i.e., make/keep your general point clear

 ■ structure systematically towards your point (conclusion)

 ■ critique, i.e. evaluate and discuss your and others’ argumentation.
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