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This is a study of a unique collection of Inner Mongolian artefacts

at the National Museum of Denmark. They are described, ana -

lysed and visually presented in a catalogue of more than 800

items, documenting the daily life of pastoral society in and

around the tent, in the herding of the animals, in caravan trade

and in hunting, crafts, sports and games, and in ritual life. The

objects were collected during two expeditions to Inner Mongolia

in the 1930s led by the Danish author Henning Haslund-Chris-

tensen, who had many years’ experience of travel and expedition

life in Mongolia. 

The book is also a detailed account of the expeditions including

their routes, means and measures, as well as the worries and

hopes of the participants, their struggles with scientific aspira-

tions, and the conditions for collecting against the backdrop of

the Chinese civil war and the Japanese occupation. The First and

Second Danish Expeditions to Central Asia took place in 1936-1937

and 1938-1939 respectively. These expeditions were the sole for-

eign parties with access to the area at the time, and therefore

their members were among the few observers of Inner Mongo-

lian pastoral society at a time when information was scant and

knowledge of the place fragmented – as is in many ways still the

case.  Hence, the material objects and data obtained are of great

scientific importance in the documentation of the life and ma-

terial culture of Inner Mongolian herders in the 1930s.
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Pastoral nomads invariably fascinate the more earthbound
peoples among whom they live. Forever on the move with
tents and belongings, and with their flocks of goats, sheep,
cattle, yaks, camels, horses or reindeer, these elusive people
capture our imagination. They call into question the very
way of life that we rural people live and defy our ideas of
stable and secure homesteads. They stir our emotions by
questioning values that we take for granted, and by
offering a vision of an alternative and, as we tend to believe,
carefree existence. Awe and respect for the Scythians,
Huns, Old-Turks, Mongols and the Arab Bedouins, who all
carved out a prominent place in the history of the Old
World, lie deep in the Western mind. So do images of
Tibetan nomads and their yaks surviving at altitudes
where agriculture is impossible, of veiled Tuareg men
mounted on the camels with which they have held sway
over the Sahara desert for centuries, controlling caravans
and trade between the Atlas Mountains and the West
African states, or of Masai families wandering with their
cattle through the tall grasses of the East African savannah.
All are part of our perceptions and narratives of the world.
Some pastoral societies are all gone; others are being
radically transformed; yet narratives and images of these
people persist. They may be highly romanticised at times,
yet they do tell us of lives lived under harsh conditions, be
it by herding cattle on sparse steppe, traversing deserts
with goats on camelback or following reindeer through
deep snow. Even when far away in space or time, these
people enrich our lives.

Pastoral nomadism is an age-old way of life confined
to the Old World, more specifically to the arid and semi-
arid zones which stretch from the Atlantic Ocean through
North Africa, the Middle East, Iran and Afghanistan and
further eastward from Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakh -
stan and Kyrgizstan via Mongolia and Tibet into China.
Throughout the deserts and steppes in these regions
pastoral peoples move from place to place with their herds
to find pasture for their animals. Some cover vast distances
and rely on trade with settled agriculturalists and urban
centres; others have more restricted patterns of mobility.

Pastoral peoples do also wander with cattle and goats on
the East African plains and in South Africa, while scores of
nomadic peoples have adapted to the arctic environment,
like the Saami, who herd reindeer in Northern Scandinavia,
as do other indigenous peoples all across the taiga and
forests of Northern Russia and Siberia to Kamchatka,
where some Chavchuvens still make a living with these
animals. 

For most pastoral nomads, however, living conditions
have altered dramatically and irreversibly during the past
century. This is due in part to ecological changes such 
as increasing desertification, demographic pressure and
land-grabbing, but also to political interventions and glob -
 al ization, and, most recently, to a frightening escalation in
insurgency and exposure to devastating wars, like those
transforming the economic situation of pastoral nomads
in Afghanistan following the Saur Revolution in 1978. For
the past two decades war and anarchy has also ravaged the
Middle East and North Africa with similar devastating
consequences for nomadic peoples. Killings, banditry,
abduction of herds, rape of women and widespread dis -
placements are disrupting social and economic relations
and eroding the very foundation of a pastoral existence. In
recent times, the rise and widespread operations of Islamic
extremist groups such as ISIL and Boko Haram, which
pledge allegiance to the Islamic State, as well as the Alger -
ian branch of Al-Qaeda, AQIM, have affected and involved
pastoral peoples in West and North Africa, as have the
numerous independent or quasi-independent guerrilla
groups which mushroom in the immense space of the
Sahel and Sahara desert, way beyond government control.
The highly profitable business of human trafficking from
West African states through the Sahara desert to Europe
has fuelled the insurgency and also impacted the econ  -
omy of the nomadic peoples living here. These dramatic
changes in living conditions have forced some pastoral
nomads to give up their age-old way of existence, yet
others adapt and continue to pursue a migratory or semi-
migratory way of life, moving from place to place with their
herds.
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Every one of these pastoral societies represents a
unique historical process of ecological adaptation and
interaction with changing socio-economic, cultural and
political environments. These processes go way back in
time to the first taming of goats, sheep and cattle in the
Zagros Mountains and southern Turkey some 10,000 years
ago, and subsequently of horses, dromedaries, camels and
yak. In Africa, pastoralism may well have developed prior
to farming, scientists now believe, as research indicates
that cattle were domesticated independently here and
prior to grain. Over the millennia, pastoral economies and
cultures have developed into unique experiments in social
organization and different values and beliefs. Pastoralists
have developed in-depth knowledge of the environments
in which they carve out a living, of their flora and fauna
and, of course, of the animals on which they depend,
including veterinary skills in caring for and treating them
in case of illnesses. Pastoral nomadism is a highly spe -
cialized occupation, yet pastoralists do not live apart from
the wider world, as one may perhaps imagine when first
coming upon their camps far away from urban centres;
rather the pastoral herds and their produce form inte -
grated and sometimes crucial parts of the economic and
social life of the geographical regions within which they
migrate. Pastoral nomads provide agriculturalists and
urban centres with animal produce and they transport
agricultural produce, salt and merchandise over long
stretches of land to service them. It was the camels and
horses of Asian pastoralists that secured the invaluable
trade on the Silk Road, trotting endless miles along the
many routes, which linked China with India and the
Mediterranean since Roman times. In some periods they
became dominant players on the historical arena. Think of
the threat posed to China in the second century BC by the
Xeongnu nomads of Central Asia, a threat which made the
first Qin emperor restore and enlarge the great wall to
stem their advance; or of the Mongol conquest and estab -
lishment of the Yuan Empire of China in the Middle Ages,
or the Mongol conquest of Iran, Iraq, Syria and a good part
of Eastern Europe under Genghis Khan; or recall how the
Tuareg, Tubu and Maures have held sway over the Sahara
and the steppes of the Sahel by controlling the caravan
routes, which since Roman days have connected West
Africa with the Atlas region and Europe, and the trade
which still is in their hands based as before in part on
slavery or people working under slave-like conditions to
mine salt, grow dates and carry out some of the tasks of

herding to sustain the way of life of the nomads. These
nomads still hold sway over the region and the trade
passing through the Sahara, yet supplementing or re -
placing camels with lorries, SUVs and other all-terrain
vehicles for the transport of goods which now include
weapons, drugs and increasingly migrants and people
subject to human trafficking.

In Denmark, a serious scholarly interest in the way of life
of these people dates back to the late nineteenth century.
From that time on, explorers, photographers and ethno -
graphers, and later trained scientists – geographers,
archae    ologists, linguists, botanists, and anthropologists –
have carried out studies among nomadic societies. Some
went alone, others were part of major research endeavours;
some went to the field for shorter periods of time, others
conducted lengthy in-depth studies returning over and
again to the peoples they worked among, like Professor
Johannes Nicolaisen, who studied the Tuareg of North and
West Africa, and Klaus Ferdinand, who carried out research
with several students in Afghanistan. A good number of
explorers and scholars brought back rich collections of
ethnographic artefacts to Danish museums, which, to -
gether with field notes, photographs, films and recordings
document the ingenious technical know-how, crafts -
manship, aesthetic values, beliefs and symbolic expressions
of the nomadic societies under consideration. 

A substantial part of these studies and unique
collections remained unpublished after the return of the
explorers and scholars, however. To remedy this short -
coming, the Carlsberg Foundation was approached in 1985
by the late Klaus Ferdinand, then curator of the Ethno -
graphic Department at the Moesgaard Museum, Rolf
Gil berg, then curator at the Ethnographic Department of
the National Museum and Ida Nicolaisen, then associate
professor at the Institute of Cultural Sociology, Copenhagen
University and later Editor-in-Chief of the publications, to
secure funding for the analysis and writing up of the
material for publication. A year later, The Carlsberg Foun -
dation Nomad Research Project was launched to fulfil this
objective and publish the results of Danish research among
pastoralists as different as the Mongol, Tibetan, Kyrghiz
and Turkmen of Central Asia, Pashtun of Afghanistan, the
Lur of Iran, the Bedouin of Qatar, the Tuareg of the Sahara
and the nomadic Haddad and Kreda peoples of Chad. The
current volume is the fifteenth and last of these publi -
cations.
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the wider world, as one may perhaps imagine when first
coming upon their camps far away from urban centres;
rather the pastoral herds and their produce form inte -
grated and sometimes crucial parts of the economic and
social life of the geographical regions within which they
migrate. Pastoral nomads provide agriculturalists and
urban centres with animal produce and they transport
agricultural produce, salt and merchandise over long
stretches of land to service them. It was the camels and
horses of Asian pastoralists that secured the invaluable
trade on the Silk Road, trotting endless miles along the
many routes, which linked China with India and the
Mediterranean since Roman times. In some periods they
became dominant players on the historical arena. Think of
the threat posed to China in the second century BC by the
Xeongnu nomads of Central Asia, a threat which made the
first Qin emperor restore and enlarge the great wall to
stem their advance; or of the Mongol conquest and estab -
lishment of the Yuan Empire of China in the Middle Ages,
or the Mongol conquest of Iran, Iraq, Syria and a good part
of Eastern Europe under Genghis Khan; or recall how the
Tuareg, Tubu and Maures have held sway over the Sahara
and the steppes of the Sahel by controlling the caravan
routes, which since Roman days have connected West
Africa with the Atlas region and Europe, and the trade
which still is in their hands based as before in part on
slavery or people working under slave-like conditions to
mine salt, grow dates and carry out some of the tasks of

herding to sustain the way of life of the nomads. These
nomads still hold sway over the region and the trade
passing through the Sahara, yet supplementing or re -
placing camels with lorries, SUVs and other all-terrain
vehicles for the transport of goods which now include
weapons, drugs and increasingly migrants and people
subject to human trafficking.

In Denmark, a serious scholarly interest in the way of life
of these people dates back to the late nineteenth century.
From that time on, explorers, photographers and ethno -
graphers, and later trained scientists – geographers,
archae    ologists, linguists, botanists, and anthropologists –
have carried out studies among nomadic societies. Some
went alone, others were part of major research endeavours;
some went to the field for shorter periods of time, others
conducted lengthy in-depth studies returning over and
again to the peoples they worked among, like Professor
Johannes Nicolaisen, who studied the Tuareg of North and
West Africa, and Klaus Ferdinand, who carried out research
with several students in Afghanistan. A good number of
explorers and scholars brought back rich collections of
ethnographic artefacts to Danish museums, which, to -
gether with field notes, photographs, films and recordings
document the ingenious technical know-how, crafts -
manship, aesthetic values, beliefs and symbolic expressions
of the nomadic societies under consideration. 

A substantial part of these studies and unique
collections remained unpublished after the return of the
explorers and scholars, however. To remedy this short -
coming, the Carlsberg Foundation was approached in 1985
by the late Klaus Ferdinand, then curator of the Ethno -
graphic Department at the Moesgaard Museum, Rolf
Gil berg, then curator at the Ethnographic Department of
the National Museum and Ida Nicolaisen, then associate
professor at the Institute of Cultural Sociology, Copenhagen
University and later Editor-in-Chief of the publications, to
secure funding for the analysis and writing up of the
material for publication. A year later, The Carlsberg Foun -
dation Nomad Research Project was launched to fulfil this
objective and publish the results of Danish research among
pastoralists as different as the Mongol, Tibetan, Kyrghiz
and Turkmen of Central Asia, Pashtun of Afghanistan, the
Lur of Iran, the Bedouin of Qatar, the Tuareg of the Sahara
and the nomadic Haddad and Kreda peoples of Chad. The
current volume is the fifteenth and last of these publi -
cations.
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The research interests of the Danish scholars and explorers
who endeavoured to record, understand and describe
pastoral societies have varied greatly, in part due to
existing or non-existing academic training, and in part to
the changing theoretical agendas of the field of anthro -
pology over the past century. The issues which captured
their imagination and the questions they asked were long
influenced by culture-historical ethnology, a theoretical
approach which dominated Danish cultural geography and
ethnography until the early 1950s. The empirical foun -
dation of this theoretical school was primarily studies of
subsistence systems and material culture in order to
establish cultural patterns and historical connections. This
interest went hand in hand with the institutional set-up
in Denmark – the fact that ethnog raphy was carried out by
cultural geographers at the Department of Geography at
Copenhagen University or at the Ethnographic Depart -
ment of the National Museum. Among the former were
Professor H. P. Steensby (1875–1920) and Professor Gud -
mund Hatt (1884–1960), who both had a keen interest in
arctic societies. Among the latter were Dr Carl Gunnar
Feilberg (1894–1972), who became professor of human
geography, and Dr Kaj Birket-Smith (1893–1977), an Inuit
specialist who became the first lecturer in ethnography in
Denmark. The theoretical outlook changed only in the late
1950s from the former focus on history and material
culture to one on social, cultural, economic and political
issues. This happened with the appointment of Johannes
Nicolaisen as lecturer and subsequently, in 1964, as the first
professor of anthropology at Copenhagen University fol -
lowed by the establishment of a separate Institute of
Anthropology. A similar develop ment was initiated with
the appointment of Klaus Ferdinand as curator of the
ethno graphic collections at the Moesgaard Museum and
the establishment of a degree in anthropology at Aarhus
University. 

The institutional roots of Danish anthropology had a
marked influence on the perspectives that scholars first
brought to the study of pastoral societies. It influenced
their view of nomadism, defined the scientific problems
they pursued and made them focus initially on the
material culture, origin and historical transformation of
pastoralism. On the basis of data gathered on an expedition
to North Africa in 1908, H. P. Steensby argued, as had the
French scholars A. Bernard and N. Lacroix, that the various
forms of pastoral nomadism found in that region had
developed from subsistence systems based on both agri -

culture and animal husbandry in adaptation to increas -
ingly scarce resources. Gudmund Hatt concluded from his
studies of reindeer nomadism that it had its root in a
hunting culture in which tame reindeer were used as
decoys. Although he discussed the origin of nomadism in
more general terms in later publications, Hatt ultimately
linked this to aspects of hunting cultures. C. G. Feilberg,
who carried out fieldwork among Lur pastoralists in Persia
in 1935, dealt with the history of nomadism through an
intricate analysis of the structure and distribution of the
black tent, a study which later impacted both Johannes
Nicolaisen’s study of tents among the Tuareg, and Klaus
Ferdinand’s corresponding studies in Afghanistan.  

Parallel with this theoretical interest in pastoral
nomadism in the early part of the twentieth century,
impressive collections of ethnographic specimens from a
wide range of pastoral peoples found their way into the
National Museum of Denmark. The most important of
these were collected by Ole Olufsen (1865–1929) in the
Pamirs, West Turkestan and North Africa, by Henning
Haslund-Christensen (1896–1948) in Mongolia and by C. G.
Feilberg (1894–1972) among the Lur of Iran. After the
Second World War, the National Museum and the Moes -
gaard Museum in Jutland received new collections. A
treasure of Tibetan specimen was donated by His Royal
Highness Prince Peter of Greece to Denmark (1908–1980).
The collections were further enriched by the botanist
Lennart Edelberg (1915–1981) and by Klaus Ferdinand (1926
–2005), who began their work among Afghan nomads in
the late 1940s and early 1950s respectively. Edelberg would
later supplement Feilberg’s collection from the Lur and
Ferdinand assemble a fine ethnographic collection among
the Bedouin of Qatar. Finally, Johannes Nicolaisen (1921–
1980) and Ida Nicolaisen (b. 1940) brought back ethno -
graphic collections from the Tuareg of the Sahara and the
Sahel, as well as from the Kreda and Haddad of Chad in the
1950s and 1960s.

The earliest of the major Danish collections of nomad
artefacts are those from Ole Olufsen’s expeditions to the
Pamirs and West Turkestan in the late 1890s, if we dis -
count the collections from the Saami of northern Norway
from the seventeenth century. Olufsen was a military man
with a keen interest in geography and the exploration of
little known regions of the earth. He was appointed
honorary professor of geography at Copenhagen University.
In 1896–1897 and 1898–1899 he organised and led two
exped itions to the Pamirs and West Turkestan. In the
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course of these he gathered topographical, meteorological,
hydro graphical, zoological, botanical and ethnographical
data. Olufsen travelled widely within the Emirate of
Bokhara and Russian Turkestan. He was interested in the
cultures of the various ethnic groups and collected some
700 artefacts among the pastoral Kyrgyz and Turkmen, the
Uzbeks and various urban ethnic groups. Later expeditions
in 1908 and 1922–1923 took Olufsen to North Africa where
he also made collections of botanical, mineralogical and
ethnographic specimens, including a tent from the Tuareg.
Although Olufsen published accounts of his travels, his
most enduring contributions lie in the opening up of new
research areas for others and in the ethnographic collec -
tions he brought back. Olufsen’s expeditions to the Pamirs
and West Turkestan and the magnificent collections he
bought are described by Esther Fihl in Exploring Central Asia
I–II (2002). 

A unique Mongol collection of some 3,000 artefacts
was put together by the Danish explorer and ethnographer
Henning Haslund-Christensen, with the help of Georg
Söderbom, his Swedish colleague on the Sven Hedin exped -
itions. Unlike most other collectors of museum specimens
of the time, Haslund-Christensen understood the necessity
of providing information on the use and place of origin of
the artefacts, as well as the circumstances under which
these were obtained. The collection includes objects of
everyday life such as tools, costumes, jewelry and house -
hold utensils from most of the twenty or so Mongol groups,
but largely from the Chahar Mongols. The exquisite
garments of this fine collection, a total of more than 400
items, are analysed and presented by Henny Harald Han -
sen (1900–1993) in Mongol Costumes (1993), the jewelry by
Martha Boyer (1911–1995) in Mongol Jewelry (1995), where as
the bulk of the specimen brought back by Haslund are
presented in full by Christel Braae (b. 1949) in this volume. 

Haslund, as he was known among his colleagues, had
come to Mongolia in 1923 with five other adventurous
young Danes on the initiative of the physician Carl I. Krebs
(1889–1971) to establish a farm southwest of Lake Baikal in
Uriankhai. During the three years he spent there, Haslund
came to know and admire the Mongols. He learned the
language and a good deal about the culture. In 1926 he left
the farm, went to Ulan Bator and later to Peking, where he
was engaged by the Swedish geographer and explorer Sven
Hedin as a caravaneer for the Sino-Swedish Expedition. In
the years 1927–1935 this expedition went from Kalgan
through the Gobi Desert to Xinjiang and to the Torgut

Mongols in the Tien Shan Mountains. Sven Hedin was
mainly engaged in the exploration and mapping of the
areas the expedition traversed, while Haslund-Christensen
pursued his interest in the cultural life of the peoples they
met, and he made recordings of sixty folk songs on wax
cylinders and collected ethnographic specimens for the
Riksmuseet in Stockholm. In 1936–1937 Haslund-Christen -
sen was back in Mongolia, this time on his own, to collect
artefacts for the large new National Museum in Copen -
hagen, which was going to open the following year with
brand new exhibitions in a considerably expanded space.
Despite difficulties caused by the Japanese occupation of
Manchuria and Inner Mongolia, he was able to spend
several months with the Eastern Mongols. In 1938–1939 he
launched a second expedition to Central Asia, this time
under the auspices of the Royal Danish Geographical Soci -
ety, together with the linguist Kaare Grønbech (1901–1957)
and the archaeologist Werner Jacobsen (1914–1979). During
this expedition the southern part of Inner Mon golia was
surveyed and additional ethnographic collections secured
for the National Museum. Thanks to Georg Söderbom, yet
another considerable collection of artefacts was obtained
illuminating the daily life of the nomads.

After the Second World War and shredding plans of a
return to Mongolia, Haslund embarked on a new adven -
ture, this time heading for Afghanistan. In the years
1947–1956 he secured support for a major Danish research
programme, The Third Danish Expedition to Central Asia,
to be carried out under his leadership. The research ini -
tiative covered a wide range of fields including as
ethno   graphical, botanical, zoological, geographical, phys -
icalanthropological and linguistic studies in Afghanistan,
Chitral, Kashmir, Ladakh, Sikkim, and Assam. Sadly
enough, Haslund-Christensen was not to see the results of
his efforts as he passed away in Kabul in 1948. About a
dozen scholars participated in the expedition during the
ensuing years, and two of them developed an interest in
nomadism and the culture of nomadic peoples. The first
was H R H Prince Peter (1908–1980), the only trained an -
thro  pologist on the team; the other was my father’s
brother, the botanist Lennart Edelberg. 

Prince Peter was familiar with the work of Freud and
Jung through his mother, Princess Marie Bonaparte, but
chose the study of social anthropology with Bronislaw
Malinowski in London. He developed an interest in poly -
andry and went to Southern India to study the Toda,
among whom it was customary for a woman to wed two
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this expedition the southern part of Inner Mon golia was
surveyed and additional ethnographic collections secured
for the National Museum. Thanks to Georg Söderbom, yet
another considerable collection of artefacts was obtained
illuminating the daily life of the nomads.

After the Second World War and shredding plans of a
return to Mongolia, Haslund embarked on a new adven -
ture, this time heading for Afghanistan. In the years
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programme, The Third Danish Expedition to Central Asia,
to be carried out under his leadership. The research ini -
tiative covered a wide range of fields including as
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enough, Haslund-Christensen was not to see the results of
his efforts as he passed away in Kabul in 1948. About a
dozen scholars participated in the expedition during the
ensuing years, and two of them developed an interest in
nomadism and the culture of nomadic peoples. The first
was H R H Prince Peter (1908–1980), the only trained an -
thro  pologist on the team; the other was my father’s
brother, the botanist Lennart Edelberg. 

Prince Peter was familiar with the work of Freud and
Jung through his mother, Princess Marie Bonaparte, but
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men. In the years 1949–1951 he settled in Kalimpong on the
southern slopes of the Himalayas in West Bengal, to study
this marriage preference among Tibetans in and passing
through the city (cf. A Study of Polyandry, The Hague 1963). It
was during his stay here that Prince Peter purchased an
exquisite collection of Tibetan clothing, tools, implements
and household belongings, all of which has been analysed
and published in this series by the former director of the
Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford, Shuyler Jones, in a volume
entitled Tibetan Nomads (1996). 

Upon Haslund-Christensen’s untimely death in Kabul,
H R H Prince Peter was appointed leader of the expedition
and he would devote time to making documentaries in the
northern parts of the country. Lennart Edelberg had joined
the expedition in 1947 as a botanist, but his interests
switched to the material culture and transhumance and to
Afghan nomadism in general, and after some time he
began shipping ethnographic collections back to Denmark.
He returned to Nuristan several times to pursue his
interests, and his considerable ethnographic collection
went on display at the opening of the Moesgaard Museum
in 1970 and included a section of a Nuristan house with
inventory. Upon his return from Afghanistan in 1949,
Edelberg had advocated for in-depth studies of Afghan pas -
toralists and his ideas informed the programme of yet
another Danish expedition to Afghanistan, the Haslund-
Christensen Memorial Expedition 1953–1955, under the
lead ership of Prince Peter. The other participants were
Klaus Ferdinand, who began his studies of Aimaq pas tor -
alists and the collection of ethnographic specimens.
Fer di nand would return to the country over and again to
resume research among pastoral nomads, as we shall see.
The other members of the expedition were the pho tog -
rapher Peter Rasmussen (1918–1992) and Lennart Edel berg,
who had lost his heart to Afghanistan, more specifically to
the province of Nuristan. 

In the 1950s Danish research among pastoral peoples began
to change its theoretical and methodological scope,
spearheaded by Johannes Nicolaisen and soon followed by
his colleague and friend, Klaus Ferdinand. With this first
batch of academically trained anthropologists began the
long-term in-depth studies of pastoral nomads, considered
indispensable today to a thorough understanding of the
societies under investigation. Although both Nicolaisen
and Ferdinand maintained an interest in historical ana -
lysis and material culture, they broadened their studies to

include other fields, including issues of socio-economic
change. Nicolaisen, in particular, addressed theoretical
problems regarding social organization, cultural per cep -
tions and behaviour, influenced by his studies of social
anthropology at the University of London in the 1950s.

Johannes Nicolaisen began his studies of North African
nomads as a student in 1947 with fieldwork among Berber
and Arabic-speaking pastoral groups in and just south of
the Atlas Mountains in Algeria, an area he revisited in 1950
after he had gained a master’s degree in ethnography at
Copenhagen University – the first person to do so. It was
the Tuareg, however, who captured his fascination and
heart, and whose society and culture became the main
subject of his research after he had earned his degree as the
first academically trained anthropologist in Denmark.
Nicolaisen spent more than three years among these
people between 1951 and 1964, living and travelling alone
or with them on camelback. All in all he visited the Tuareg
nine times, studying their society and the changes which
the Ahaggar and Ayr groups in particular were experi -
encing. Johannes Nicolaisen had familiarized himself with
British social anthropology at University College, London
where he studied for a good two years from 1952 to 1954, as
already mentioned, and the theoretical and methodological
discussion there had a profound impact on his theoretical
development and future analysis of Tuareg society. In his
own words, he had to start all over again academically in
England; that is how differently anthropology was pursued
in the culture-historically oriented Danish environment
and the structural-functional schools dominating British
anthropology at the time. Although maintaining an inter -
est in historical anthropology and ecology, it was the
organization of society and Tuareg behaviour that became
the focus of his data collecting. His works examine in detail
the intricate kinship systems and kinship behaviour, socio-
political organization, slavery and beliefs of these nomads,
as well as the ecological adaptations and socio-economic
transformations of various Tuareg groups. The material
was published in articles and in the monograph The Pastoral
Tuareg. Ecology, Culture and Society (Copenhagen 1963). Soon
after its publication Nicolaisen went back to the Tuareg,
this time for a study of social relations among a group
migrating in the western part of Niger and bordering Mali.
Despite his substantial contributions to nomad studies,
Nicolaisen left a considerable amount of his data unpub -
lished upon his untimely death. The editor of this series
wrote up part of this unpublished material. It was subse -
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quently published with a revised edition of Johannes Ni co -
laisen’s monograph (1963) as Johannes Nicolaisen & Ida
Nicolaisen: The Pastoral Tuareg I–II (1997).

Johannes Nicolaisen had a long-standing interest in
hunter-gatherer societies and in the summer of 1963 he
and Ida Nicolaisen, his wife and a fellow anthropologist,
went to Chad – more precisely to Kanem – to begin a study
of the Haddad, about whom very little was published. Some
of these foragers used the age-old technique of disguise to
creep up on game; others hunted with nets and lived for
periods of time in among the pastoral Kreda on terms
similar to slavery. The work was cut short, unfortunately,
by the rising insurgency in the country and future plans to
resume fieldwork among these interesting people had to
be shelved. To my knowledge, new studies have not been
carried out among Haddad foragers and I decided therefore
to publish the results of our findings and a catalogue of the
collections I made for the National Museum and Moes -
gaard Museum. Collections were also made for the Musée
National N’Djamena. The results are published in Ida
Nicolaisen: Elusive Hunters. The Haddad of Kanem and the Bahr-
el-Ghazal (2010).

Klaus Ferdinand’s interest in pastoral nomadism began
with his travels in Afghanistan in 1953–1955, as member of
the Henning Haslund-Christensen Memorial Expedition.
Ferdinand was trained as an ethnographer with a focus on
culture-historical studies, and, inspired by C. G. Feilberg’s
work on the black tent, he devoted substantial time to the
study of tents among various pastoral groups. He worked
specifically among the Pashtun and Aimaq and developed
an interest in economic specialization among pastoral
groups: semi-nomadism, trading nomadism and ‘true’ pas -
toral nomadism. Prince Peter and Ferdinand were the first
to document bazaars set up and managed by pastoralists
in Central Afghanistan during the summer. Klaus Ferdi -
nand continued fieldwork and the collection of ethno -
 graphic specimens for the Moesgaard Museum among
pastoral nomads in East and Central Afghanistan in 1960,
1965–1966 and 1974, partly together with his wife Mari -
anne. Little was known at that time of the social and
economic life or the culture of these people, despite the fact
that pastoral nomads played a substantial and integrative
economic role and had done so throughout the history of
modern Afghanistan. In 1975 Ferdinand returned to Af -
ghani stan to pursue the study of nomadic traders and the
now rapidly changing economies of the nomads. This time
he was accompanied by three of his students: Birthe Fre -

deriksen (b. 1949), Asta Olesen (b. 1952) and Gorm Pedersen
(b. 1949), who took up studies among different pastoral
peoples, itinerant groups and migrating artisans. Birthe
Frederiksen carried out her work among the Hazar buz of
the Mohmand tribe and Gorm Pedersen among the Zala
Khan Khel of the Ahmadzai tribe, groups which both relied
on or had been heavily involved in trading in the past. Asta
Olesen did her research among non-pastoral nomads, more
specifically the highly specialized itinerant craftsmen and
peddlers who practise so-called peripatetic nomadism.
Ferdinand devoted his own time to the col lecting of
information on the history of nomad bazaars and trad -
itional caravan activities and trade routes. All of these
studies have now been published in this series. 

In 1959 Ferdinand took part in the Danish Archaeo -
logical Expedition to Qatar, which was part of a pro  -
gramme of extensive archaeological excavations in the Gulf
States, which are still ongoing today. Initiated in Bahrain
in 1953 by Professor P. V. Glob (1911–1985), then professor of
prehistoric archaeology at the University of Aarhus, the
programme was broadened in 1957 to include Qatar. To -
gether with the photographer Jette Bang (1914–1964)
Fer  di nand studied both northern and southern groups of
Bedouin and collected ethnographic specimens at a time
when they were both rapidly giving up pastoral nomadism
and their traditional way of life. His first-hand ethno -
graphic observations and collection of specimens and Jette
Bang’s photos are published in Bedouins of Qatar (1993), as the
first volume in the series. Little else has been written about
these nomads and the book has later been republished in
Qatar; the close collaboration between the Moesgaard
Museum and the National Museum of Qatar has continued
to this day. 

Taken as a whole, these early Danish studies of no -
madic societies and cultures are widely different in scope,
as we have seen, reflecting the educational back ground,
interests and theoretical orientation of the explorers and
scholars, the length of time they spent in the field, and the
historical period in which they carried out their work. As
ethnographic statements, the studies must be appreciated
and analysed against this background. This goes for the
museum collections as well. These cannot be appraised
uncritically as objective representations of the societies
which produced them. Invariably, each collection is the
result of a selection by the fieldworker, who has made
choices on the basis of implicit or explicit criteria of
significance and representation. As such each collection is
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 graphic specimens for the Moesgaard Museum among
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deriksen (b. 1949), Asta Olesen (b. 1952) and Gorm Pedersen
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and analysed against this background. This goes for the
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uncritically as objective representations of the societies
which produced them. Invariably, each collection is the
result of a selection by the fieldworker, who has made
choices on the basis of implicit or explicit criteria of
significance and representation. As such each collection is
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also a reflection to some degree of Western culture and
prerogatives, scientific ideas and aesthetic values over time.
When removed from the original setting and context,
moreover, the objects are numbered and stored in mu -
seums and restaged in exhibitions, which may purport to
replicate faithfully such abstract entities as, for example,
Mongol culture. The interpretations and evaluations of the
ethnographic collections and other ethnographic data,
which are presented in this series of publications, take
these issues into consideration.

Pastoral societies are rarely if ever economically self reliant,
as previously mentioned; they invariably exchange their
animal products – hides, milk, cheese, butter and meat –
for cereals, salt, tea, clothes, jewellery and other things
which they need or desire. Some pastoral communities
include smiths who forge the necessary tools, swords,
knives and some even guns of iron; other groups sell or
exchange their produce to purchase necessary implements.
Many nomads engage in trade sometimes over very long
distances, transporting wares such as salt, like the Tuareg
caravans in the Sahara, or opium, a trade offering some
Afghan nomads a substantial source of cash, or other items,
which they sell at bazaars and markets. Pastoral nomads
are not only expert herders; many have also proven capable
of adapting to fast-changing economic and political
conditions. Since the 1960s demographic pressure and the
ensuing competition over land and pastures between
nomads and peasants have put severe strain on many a
pastoral economy. Trade and transport have run into
difficulties as well. Camels and horses lose out in com -
petition with trucks; trade routes get closed by political
decrees or due to wars, and traditional items of local
manufacture become obsolete and replaced by new, indus -
trially produced goods. A serious obstacle to the continuous
existence of a migratory way of life has been government
policies and bureaucratic regulations, which restrict mi -
gra tory routes and access to pastures and hence curb the
flexibility and adaptability of the pastoralists to the ever-
changing ecological conditions that allows them to find
crucial fodder for their herds. This has been the case in East
Africa for Masai and other pastoral groups, some times
justified by governments as a measure of protection for the
wildlife, although studies have shown that cattle are
actually crucial to the maintenance of the savannah, as the
cows graze on bushes not eaten by other hoofed species. In
some cases owners of private game reserves have been

allowed to block thoroughfares and fence in considerable
areas traditionally used by the nomads. Some governments
have tried to force pastoral nomads to settle, at times
within highly restricted areas, as was once the case in
Senegal. An extreme case in that respect is the fate of the
Palestinian nomads, but Iranian pastoralists were also
forced to settle down, in their case by Reza Shah as early as
the 1920s, a fate that befell the Lur, among whom C. G.
Feilberg worked. Other forces are at play, however, some,
which tempt rather than push pastoral nomads to change
their way of life. Major players in the former respect are
education and new economic possibilities in the wake of
globalization, which entice an ever increasing number of
the young men in particular to opt for new lifestyles,
despite the widespread reluctance of pastoralists to give up
the freedom of movement and embrace city life. Thus
young Mongolian pastoralists can be found in Hong Kong,
where they continue to work in the transport sector. They
use the age-old trade routes and family partners along the
way and to support the start-up of businesses. Economic
development has also put a quick end to nomadism in
some cases. This happened to the Bedouin in the Gulf
region, where the oil adventure opened up for blue-collar
jobs at refineries and other petro-businesses, subsequently
jettisoning traditional ways of life and turning the desert
into sprawling cities and golf-lawns. Among those who
gave up pastoralism entirely were the Bedouin of Qatar,
among whom Klaus Ferdinand and the photographer Jette
Bang had spent time in 1959. A decade later the nomadic
life of these Bedouin was nothing but history.

By the mid-1980s Danish research among pastoral nomads
had come to a standstill. At this point in time, the way of
the life of these people was impacted not only by changing
socio-economic, political and environmental conditions
and by administrative regulations, but more tragically so,
by widespread insurgency and armed conflicts, which
caused unspeakable hardship and many deaths, as already
intimated. The situation was to grow ever more dire in the
decades to come, affecting an ever-increasing number of
pastoral societies throughout North Africa and the Middle
East. In Afghanistan, where Danish scholars had worked
more or less continuously since 1947, and where no less
than eight anthropologists undertook studies in the 1970s,
field research had become practically impossible. The Saur
revolution in 1978 and the invasion a year later by the
Soviet army sealed off the country to the outside world in
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the wake of which research fell by the wayside. For the
people there, including the nomads, the security situation
was to deteriorate further with the creation of the Islamic
State and the armed conflicts that followed Taliban
interference. Nor did it improve upon Operation Enduring
Freedom or subsequent military interventions by the US
and other NATO countries. Afghan refugees, including
pastoral nomads, poured by the millions into neighbouring
Pakistan and Iran upon the Soviet invasion, and they have
done so in great numbers ever since, many ending up by
2015 as victims of the humanitarian crisis in Europe.

Luristan, another focus of Danish archaeological and
anthropological research from the 1930s, was also barred to
foreign researchers in 1979 upon the return from exile and
coming into power of Ayatollah Khomeini and his gov -
ernment. Danish archaeologists would later resume
re    search collaboration and the anthropologist Janne Bjerre
Christensen has returned repeatedly since 1995 to do
research in Iran. Yet, to my knowledge, none of the many
Danish anthropologists have taken up studies among the
pastoral or former pastoral peoples.

Pastoralists migrating on the plains of West Africa and in
the Sahara were also facing serious hardship and dif -
ficulties by the early 1980s, set off at first not so much by
armed conflicts as by droughts, which caused famine and
death among the nomads and animals alike. They struck
first in the 1970s and returned even more severely between
1980 and 1985, wiping out herds in great numbers and
putting a final end to pastoralism for a great many people.
I travelled extensively throughout the region in those years
to monitor programmes undertaken by the UN Sudano-
Sahelian Office (UNSO) and supported by DANIDA. They
were set up specifically to ameliorate the consequences of
the droughts and I witnessed the hunger and devastating
conditions for pastoralism across the steppe of West Africa,
Sudan and also Ethiopia and Somalia. Soon after the entire
region began to suffer from an increasing number of armed
conflicts and became afflicted by widespread terrorism and
kidnappings by groups pledging allegiance to funda men -
talist Islamic movements.

Still, it was an outbreak of the insurgency as early as
1963 that brought a halt to my own research in Chad.
Armed conflict flared up in this country in 1963, at the very
time when my husband, Johannes Nicolaisen, and I carried
out a planned first study among the nomadic Haddad and

Kreda peoples. The situation did not truly ameliorate in the
ensuing years. In the early 1970s two French colleagues
were taken hostage by Tubu nomads, and Johannes and I
eventually gave up plans for a continued study in Kanem.
By the early 1980s armed conflicts were widespread in the
Sahel region and today the situation is highly precarious
for those nomads who still migrate with their herds, as
mentioned above. Research among these has become ex -
tremely difficult, the more so as hostage taking has become
big business in the region. 

As a consequence of the above-mentioned political devel -
opments, and the challenges to and transformations of
pastoral nomadism, the long-term Danish research agenda
had reached a threshold by the mid-1980s. Continued
studies in the field had become precarious in a range of
pastoral societies. In practice some countries were closed
to research, such as Afghanistan and Chad, and the
numbers would grow to include Algeria, Mali and Niger.
The human tragedies and ‘new realities’, which set the
stage for the way of life of the pastoralists, forced Danish
scholars to rethink their research agendas and respon -
sibilities towards the people they had worked among and
come to care about. It was obvious that their photos, films,
material specimen, notes and diaries attained new sig-
nifi cance as irreplaceable sources of information on the
history, social and cultural life, knowledge, rituals and
skills in husbandry of the pastoralists the anthropologists
had worked among. In this light, it seemed necessary to us
that the material ought to be made available, not only for
researchers but also for the nomads, whose history, social
and cultural life it documented, and for the countries in
which they were citizens. 

As a result, Klaus Ferdinand, then Curator of the
Ethnographic Department at the Moesgaard Museum, Rolf
Gilberg, then Curator at the Ethnographic Department of
the Danish National Museum, and Associate Professor Ida
Nicolaisen, then at the Institute of Cultural Sociology,
Copenhagen University, approached the Carlsberg Foun -
dation to obtain financial support for the project. The aim
was to publish a substantial part of the data and make
annotated catalogues of the ethnographic specimens from
the above-mentioned Danish expeditions, many of which
had been funded by the Foundation in the past. In 1986 the
Carlsberg Foundation decided to support the proposal with
a substantial grant for a five-year period and subsequently
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with a further one for another five years. The Carlsberg
Foundation Nomad Research Project was born. The work
was supervised by a committee chaired by Professor Henrik
Glahn and later by Professor Henrik Christian Matthiessen,
member and chairman respectively of the board of the
Carlsberg Foundation. The other members were Klaus
Ferdinand, Rolf Gilberg and Ida Nicolaisen, and for a short
time, Professor Tove Birkelund. Niels Petri and later Gunver
Kyhn carried the secretarial burden, initially assisted by
Sven Dindler. In 1990 an editorial committee was formed
with P. C. Matthiessen and Ida Nicolaisen as members. 
In 1993, Professor Per Øhrgaard replaced P. C. Matthiessen
and Ida Nicolaisen was appointed Editor-in-Chief of the
publications. 

It may come as a surprise to no one who has ever been
in charge of a major research project that unforeseen
problems occur and disrupt initial planning. This has also
been the case with The Carlsberg Foundation Nomad
Research Project. Three scholars were unable to work on or
complete their projects for personal reasons. In two
instances, colleagues stepped in, but one volume had to be
abandoned. Three dear colleagues sadly passed away prior
to the printing or completion of their books: Klaus Fer -
dinand, Martha Boyer and Henny Harald Hansen. Despite
these sad events and some bumps on the road, the project
went forward, at times at a snail’s pace yet with deter -
mination and resilience, and always with financial and
invaluable collegial support from the Carlsberg Foundation. 

It had originally been planned that the Nomad Re -
search Project would last for ten years and the results be
published in seven books. As the work progressed, the
project turned out to be much more comprehensive and
time-consuming than envisioned. In 1995, when the
committee of the project met for the last time to evaluate
the results, a total of six volumes had been published, two
were underway, two of the projects required a new start,
and two new projects were on the horizon as possibly
valuable contributions. Under these circumstances, the
committee decided that Ida Nicolaisen should take on the
responsibility for the completion of the vision laid out for
the Nomad Research Project and the possible extensions of
this as the Editor-in-Chief and liaison with the Carlsberg
Foundation. The latter accepted generously to continue its
support, making funds available, however, only upon the
merit of applications for each of the remaining sub-
projects and publications.

A research project of this kind and magnitude relies on the
diligence and creativity of the participating scholars as well
as on productive collaboration with institutions and
specialists in a great many fields. It is with the utmost
gratitude that I think of the generosity with which every -
one has invested time, ingenuity and creativity to make the
project come through. I have not counted the numbers of
people involved over the years; they run into the hundreds,
and, including the time spent by all the wonderful pastoral
peoples who offered the explorers and scholars hospitality
and showed endless patience in conveying information
about their way of life, then the numbers undoubtedly run
into the thousands. Many of the contributors are properly
acknowledged in the individual volumes. It is for me to
extend my personal thanks first and foremost to all of my
dear colleagues who have contributed to the series. I send
grateful thoughts to those who did not live to see their
work completed: to the late Klaus Ferdinand, who first
realised the project’s potential and later followed its
progress with enthusiasm till his untimely death. I think
also with fondness of Martha Boyer and Henny Harald
Hansen, who both embraced the project with joy. Being an
editor for colleagues is a sensitive undertaking, and even
more so if they also happen to become your friends. I am
sincerely grateful that it was possible to navigate that fine
line and appreciative of the productive collaboration I have
had with Inge Demant Mortensen, Schuyler Jones, Birthe
Frederiksen, Asta Olesen, Gorm Pedersen, Esther Fihl and
Christel Braae, who all put years of dedicated research into
the completion of their respective volumes. It has been
rewarding to be on the journey with you, to discuss
research questions, overcome problems and find optimal
solutions for the layout and publication of your work. 

Changes did also impact the publishing of the works
over the years. I am indebted to the late Niels Blædel of
Rhodos International Science and Art Publishers, for ini -
tially taking the project on board and especially thankful
to Ruben Blædel for continuing the collaboration. Not only
did Ruben Blædel put tremendous effort into the layout
and production of eleven of the books, his fine eye is behind
the design of all of these and many of the photographs as
well. I thank Thames & Hudson, London and USA for co-
publishing the first ten books and University of Wash  -
ing ton Press for Exploring Central Asia I–II with Rhodos, and
finally Aarhus University Press for a productive collabor -
ation on the two last volumes. I thank Hanne Kolding for
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her layout of Elusive Hunters, and Mette and Eric Mourier for
the fine layout of this volume. I am extremely grateful to
Niels Peder Jørgensen for the care he took in copyediting
most of the manuscripts.  

A considerable number of the publications include
catalogues of the several thousand ethnographic speci -
mens from pastoral nomads now in the museum collec -
tions in Denmark. It goes without saying that the research
and laborious description of these has required close
collaboration with many curators, conservators and photo -
graphers at these institutions over the years. I want to
thank them all for their unfailing support and practical
assistance. The project received wholehearted backing
from all the key institutions with which it collaborated,
spearheaded by the heads of these: Director Jan Skamby at
the Moesgaard Museum and Olaf Olsen, Steen Hvass,
Carsten U. Larsen and Per Christian Madsen, the successive
directors of the National Museum. The project has also
collaborated closely with the Institute of Social Anthro -
pology, Aarhus Uni versity, the Institute of Anthropology,
Copenhagen Uni  ver sity and with a great number of mu -
seums abroad, which have all lent their expertise. I am
personally indebted to Geir Helgesen, the Director of the
Nordic Institute of Asian Studies, for giving me both office
space and collegial support. Privately, I have been so
immensely fortunate to live with Abraham Pais and later
Erling Bunch, who both found the Nomad Reseach Project
interesting, offered me loving support and the ‘long leach’
necessary to do the work 

It is difficult to find words to express my gratitude to the
Carlsberg Foundation. Not only did the Foundation initiate
and fund the Danish Nomad Research Project for ten years,
it continued its financial support for subsequent projects,
and for the publication of results. As the Editor-in-Chief, 
I have been met with unfailing understanding when prob -

lems arose, and constructive ideas as how to solve them
from the board of directors and secretariat of the Foun -
dation in a way that goes well beyond the call of duty. This
was the case when Kristoff Glamann was the chair, just as
it has been with the successive chairmen, Poul Christian
Matthiessen, Poul Krogsgaard-Larsen and Flem ming Be -
sen bacher. I have also been immensely grateful for advice
from the late Henrik Glahn and from Per Øhrgaard, both
former members of the board. The Carlsberg Foundation
has supported nu merous anthropological research projects
for more than a century. This has enabled scholars to carry
out research abroad, often in remote places, and the
National Museum of Denmark and the Moesgaard Mu -
seum to acquire collections that now are ‘jewels in their
crowns’ and provide the basis for international collabor -
ation with museums all over the world. My colleagues and
I have striven to live up to the vision and achieve the goals
initially set for the Carlsberg Foundations Nomad Research
Project. It has been a privilege to be part of the process and
a joy to see its completion. 

The pastoral societies and museum collections portrayed
in the published books will hopefully be of value to schol -
arly debate and new scientific endeavours to explore and
explain a diversity of social and cultural issues cur rently on
the scientific agenda. It is my greatest wish, however, that
these books will be of continuous value for the pastoral
peoples, whose history, social life, cultural ingenuity, envir -
onmental insights, herding expertise and craftsmanship
they describe, and that they will further an understanding
and appreciation of the unique con tri butions these people
have made to the history of mankind.

Ida Nicolaisen
Editor-in-Chief
Copenhagen, April 2017
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This is an account of the fascinating history of a  collection
of more than 3,000 ethnographic artefacts from Inner
Mongolia. It is based on the reports, books and diaries of
the men who collected them for the Danish National
Museum in the years 1936-1939, as well as on the
descriptions of the objects made by the staff at the
Ethnographic Department of the museum.  All in all this
huge quantity of material allows for new insights into the
cultures of Inner Mongolia, into the history of acquisition
of objects in the field, and into how objects were
incorporated into exhibitions in the museum at the time. 

The collections were obtained and brought to Denmark
by two expeditions to Inner Mongolia. The leader and mas-
termind of both expeditions was the Danish professional
traveller and author Henning Haslund-Christensen (1896-
1948), whose knowledge and extensive experience of the re-
gion made the expeditions a success, not only in respect to
the quality and volume of the collected material, but also
in the eyes of the public who considered Haslund-Chris-
tensen “one of the last great explorers in our time” (Edel-
berg & Ferdinand 1958, 257). Haslund-Christensen was also
the expeditions’ ethnographer, as well as being in charge
of the sound recordings, a project, on which he had begun
in the late 1920s. The expeditions’ agenda did also include
archaeological excavations and the collection of books and
manuscripts on history, literature, and folklore. These
fields were covered by philologist Kaare Grønbech (1901–
1957) and the archaeologist Werner Jacobsen (1914–1979),
who participated from 1938 to 1939. 

The comprehensive material of the two expeditions
throws new light on the material and spiritual culture of
the many different groups of Inner Mongolian herders
from the northeast to the south of the region. It comprises
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ings and about 1000 photographs, in addition to 3,000 ar-
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analysis here is the ethnographic objects. In the catalogue
section (chapters 5–14), the collection is presented by way
of a selection of 930 objects, of which 800 belong to the
Danish National Museum, and the remains to the so-called

Paris Collection, which as a part of the parent collection
was transferred to Musée de l’Homme in Paris in 1946.
These artefacts illuminate the everyday life of the Mongol
herders, ranging from the physical environment of the
tents and the tending of the animals to food preparation,
crafts, hunting, sports and religious practices related to
health and wellbeing. Two books have previously dealt with
limited parts of the Haslund-Christensen collection: one
by Henny Harald Hansen on the costumes (1950), and one
by Martha Boyer on the jewellery (1952). Both were repub-
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1995, respectively. The bulk of the enormous collection,
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The subjects presented here include expedition history,
field collecting, and Mongolian material culture, unfolded
within the regional contexts of Inner Mongolia – and the
Ethnographic Department at the National Museum in
Copenhagen in the 1930s. Based on a wide selection of
sources from the specialised academic literature to travel-
ogues and memories, each chapter of the catalogue is in-
troduced with comprehensive information, comprising
traditional aspects of material culture, historical back-
grounds and aspects relating the objects and the social lives
of Mongolian herders. With regard to the documentation
of provenance and wider meaning of the single objects,
Haslund-Christensen’s purchase books are particularly
valuable, as are his highly edifying acquisition stories,
which appear in individual articles and as narrative ele-
ments in his travel books. To supplement the information
from the collector’s hands with regard to details on tech-
nology and production, literature on mongolica and Central
Asian crafts has been applied, whereas the wider social and
political description of the Mongolian scene at the time is
largely based on Haslund-Christensen’s own writings
(when ever they are available), but supplemented by con-
temporary accounts by others who recorded their own ob-
servations from the same time and place, representing
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what the Canadian anthropologist Barbara Lawson has
called the “collector’s social world” (1994), understood as the
host of persons guiding, travelling or staying with him, his
contemporary peers at home, as well as his social back-
ground and learning. Some of the accounts applied here
originate from Haslund-Christensen’s friends and close
peers, others from writers that he respected and admired,
while others again are contemporary ethnographic texts
from the large corpus of works by anthropologists and
ethnographers dedicated to Mongolian studies and to
whom Haslund-Christensen represents a unique observer
of Mongolian affairs in his time. 

One of the aims of this book is to document the specific
conditions under which the collections took place, and how
the members of the expedition operated in the field – in
other words to recollect the actual “scene of collecting” (cf.
O’Hanlon 2000, 12 ff ). To do so I have relied on personal ac-
counts in diaries and letters by the expedition members, as
well as on reports and travelogues. The material has been
located in the archives listed below, some of which are in
private possession. Equally important have been sources
that inform us of the specific historical, political and social
conditions for the enterprise of collecting in Inner Mongo-
lia in the 1920s and 1930s. The same goes for the many in-
stitutions in Denmark which promoted and supported the
idea. 

Towards the turn of the millennium, anthropological
writings on old collections and their collectors held in
Western museums have increasingly attracted scholarly
interest, and a wide variety of studies have been published
on their nature and meaning, and on the analytical and
methodological ways of approaching old material (cf.
Fabian 2000; O’Hanlon and Welsch 2000; O’Hanlon 2001;
Shelton 2001; Fabian 2004; Lawson 1994). The British an-
thropologist O’Hanlon points to the need for a sequential
model of reconstruction of the phases of “the before, during
and after collecting” (2000, 9), particularly stressing the
need for documentation of  the scene of collecting, where
issues of agency between the collectors and the indigenous
peoples can be retrieved, asking: how did the latter in-
fluence the agendas of the collector, and did collecting it-
self promote a business locally suited to accommodate the
needs of the many other collectors travelling the same
paths, either before or after? Did the interactions with the
natives bring about new insights and knowledge in regard
to the objects collected and their indigenous owners and
users, and if so, how is this reflected in the collectors’ re-

ports? While information on the historical circumstances
of collecting provides us with new knowledge of the in-
digenous societies, the focus on the scene of collecting may
contribute to a reconsideration of the “conventional” rela-
tions of asymmetry between collectors and collected into a
relationship of partners of intercultural interaction and ex-
change. 

Upon its return from the field, the collected material
was included in the museum where it was ordered in ac-
cordance with the museum’s classification systems. In this
process the collector’s notes and classifications face the
danger of being “overwritten” by the museum’s archival
system, as noted by O’Hanlon (2000, 4). I shall discuss to
what extent this happened with the Haslund-Christensen
collection in Chapter 4. The museum is a powerful player,
not only in controlling in the ordering, but also with regard
to the identity of a collection. So, to set things right, O’Han-
lon suggests that the old field collections should be viewed
for what they are: 

as assemblages, which speak both to the indigenous soci-
eties which produced them and to the manifold cultures
which collected them, labelled them, stored them and ex-
hibited them then and now (2001, 214-215).

Seminal works on historical explorations and field collect-
ing giving special attention to the early Western expedi-
tions and explorers in Africa appeared around the same
time in works such as Schildkrout & Keim (1998) and Fabian
(2000), all exposing the significance of travelogues and di-
aries as sources of the highly mixed business of exploration
as adventure, imperial politics and the transmittance of
knowledge. In Denmark significant contributions to the
study of exploring – as well as writing and collecting in the
field – came with Esther Fihl’s work on late nineteenth-
century exploration and collecting in Central Asia, pub-
lished in this series in 2002. This trend was extended with
Kirsten Hastrup’s study of the Danish Arctic explorer and
scientific traveller Knud Rasmussen in 2010, and with Ida
Nicolaisen’s account of her and Johannes Nicolaisen’s col-
lecting among the Haddad in Chad in 1963, likewise pub-
lished in this series in 2010. An important work on the
history of fieldwork and expeditions came from Kristian H.
Nielsen, Michael Harbsmeier and Christopher J. Ries in
2012, with multiple cross-disciplinary contributions. 

In her work Esther Fihl defines the position as that of
“observer of the observers”, letting the diaries of the expe-
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dition members become the reader’s guide to the new
worlds they entered. So she emphasizes that the transmis-
sion of the image of Central Asia to the receivers back
home, in spite of the contexts of “objective truths” that car-
ried their assignments, was also a very personal affair. Jo-
hannes Fabian (2000) focuses on the production of
ethnographic knowledge and how this was constituted in
the field. In his examination of field diaries and travelogues
by early German explorers to Central Africa, Fabian takes
us back to when ethnography was established as a disci-
pline – or rather to some of its winding paths – as well as
to his idea of “loss of control” or “being out of one’s mind”
(2000, 277–278). This strange concept can be understood as
a stepping out of oneself, in this case stepping out of the
role of the conventional explorer in order to become one
with, or on level with, the indigenous others. Regardless of
whether trade or ritual performances mediated the meet-
ings between explorers and natives, as was the case with
Fabian’s explorers, the suspending or countering of the so-
cial or psychological barriers between the two parties
opened up for other kinds of insights than those offered by
traditional and measurable explorer stuff. Such barriers
were not felt by Haslund-Christensen, except maybe in his
very early years in Mongolia, when he still struggled with
the Mongolian language. Although Fabian’s early explorers
in Africa are remote in time and space, and their endeav-
ours staged in the context of imperial expansionism, his
study of their travelogues addresses the social, political and
professional conditions for scientific travel in a model
form, which is recognizable in the undertakings of our ex-
pedition party in 1930s Mongolia. An important exception
is the fact that the Danish expedition to Inner Mongolia
half a century later was launched in a non-colonial and
non-imperialist context (Christiansen 2005, 65–66). Owing
to the very critical political situation in northern China
with civil war and Japanese occupation, the participants
consciously defined their work in terms of what they and
their supporters in Denmark and Inner Mongolia saw as a
“rescue mission” of material and immaterial cultural ob-
jects, which due to the hostilities might otherwise be lost
for ever. These were the objectives of both expeditions, but
whereas the first expedition in the years 1936–1937 was
largely a reconnaissance expedition, aimed at preparing
and clearing the way for the ensuing large-scale undertak-
ing in 1938–1939, it is the latter which qualifies as scientific
in the true meaning of the term. Explicit scientific aims
were carefully planned beforehand, based on scholarly in-

sights and interests, as were the plans for the processing of
the material afterwards. According to the German scholar
Walther Heissig, earlier expeditions to the region had col-
lected randomly, and not following any predesigned plan.
Consequently, Heissig says, 

with the Danish Expedition, we saw for the first time a de-
termined collection operation, which should collect what-
ever could be discovered of Mongolian culture, language,
and literature, and rescue it from lack of understanding,
scorn and political unrest. (Heissig 1964, 105–106)

Michael Harbsmeier, who has examined the distinctive
characteristics of scientific travel in the eighteenth cen-
tury, states that the motivation and goal of those who for-
mulate the objectives are crucial for designing an
expedition as such, as are the renown of the institutions
that send out the expeditions, and their funding (2005, 13).
The Second Danish Central Asian expedition was backed by
sponsors from scientific foundations, such as the Carlsberg
Foundation, The Royal Danish Geographical Society and
the Danish State, and impartial to diplomatic, political and
commercial interests; hence it can be said to be largely sci-
entific. Still, it is difficult to completely exclude the role of
stately or institutional prestige, and the ensuing degrees
of dependency, according to Harbsmeier (ibid., 14–15). 

My work on the collections took place at the Ethno-
graphic Department of the National Museum in Copen-
hagen, where the main part of the archival material is
located, and in the department’s storage areas in Brede,
north of the city, where the collections are kept. Initially,
the study took me on a journey to Mongolia in 1997, where
I attended a conference on Mongolian Studies in Ulaan-
baatar. During this stay I took the opportunity to visit the
city’s many museums, particularly the National Museum
of Mongolian History (today’s National Museum of Mon-
golia), where the country’s eminent ethnographic collec-
tions are found. The stay concluded with three weeks of
travelling around the countryside, in the eastern province
of Hentii, and in the provinces of Töv and Övörhangai,
south and southwest of the capital. Despite my limited
knowledge of Mongolian herders and their lives at the
time, and the equally partial information I was able to ob-
tain due to obvious language barriers and so on, the trip
was an amazing experience with long-lasting effects on
the studies to come. Well-known to all ethnographers, vi-
sual impressions should never be underestimated. Later on
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the work took me twice to the Musée de l’Homme in Paris,
to which parts of the Haslund-Christensen collection were
transferred in 1946. On the initiative of O. H. Bærentzen,
the former Danish Consul in Nice, Haslund-Christensen
extended his collections during both expeditions with ob-
jects for the Musée de l’Homme, for which financial means
were put at his disposal by Consul Bærentzen. The Paris
Collection was located at the Département d’Asie at the
Musée de l’Homme, where I was hospitably received in 1998
and again in 2003. In 2004 the collections were transferred
to the new ethnographic museum in Paris, Le Musée du
Quai Branly. 

Archival studies were first and foremost carried out at
the Ethnographic Department’s archive of records and doc-
uments, especially the expedition report archive, ESBA.1

The latter contains well over 2,500 single documents of
bills, letters, reports, purchase books, lists (of all kinds),
books, pamphlets, unpublished manuscripts, newspaper
clippings, diaries, maps, sketches, etc., typed and handwrit-
ten. Most of the material has been in the archives since the
time of the expeditions, but some was transferred from the
former Institute of Central Asia at Copenhagen University
in 1988, among other things a collection of Haslund-Chris-
tensen’s notes, presumably produced after his homecom-
ing in 1939. These were in his private possession until his
death in 1948, at which point Kaare Grønbech saw to it that
the material was secured; along with parts of Haslund-
Christensen’s private book collection, it was transferred to
the Central Asian Laboratory at Copenhagen University,
where Grønbech resided.2 In 1988 the archive received
Kaare Grønbech’s handwritten diary from their joint so-
journ in Mongolia in 1938-1939, which provides documen-
tation of the expedition’s daily life, collecting and the
political scramble, and as such it is an excellent source of a
day-to-day account of the second expedition. Additional
material from the Central Asian Laboratory was retrieved
in 2006 from the Carsten Niebuhr Section at the Institute
of Cross-Cultural Studies at Copenhagen University, where
it had lingered in the Turkish section and beyond, and after
various transfers ended up in the basement under the for-
mer university building in Amager. Both in regard to the
history of the expeditions and Haslund-Christensen’s pro-
fessional career, supplementary documents were found in
the Danish National Archives, the Sven Hedin Foundation
in Stockholm, the Carlsberg Foundation Archives, and at
expedition archives at Moesgaard Museum in Aarhus. Fi-

nally, Haslund-Christensen’s son, former chamberlain to
HM the Queen of Denmark, Søren Haslund-Christensen
and family have generously put at my disposal his father’s
personal papers including Haslund-Christensen’s letters to
his wife, Inga Marit Lindstrøm, during the two expeditions. 

These letters, which have reached me late in the re-
search process, offer a unique source of Haslund-Chris-
tensen’s perspectives on his travels and collecting, and also
of the style and tone of voice in which he communicated.
The letters are written as a diary, addressed to his wife and
hence as a personal communication to a close and beloved
person. Not everything in the letters was meant for every-
one’s ear. Private issues are consequently dealt with confi-
dently, as is also the case with Kaare Grønbech’s diary to his
wife Elsebeth Grønbech and Werner Jacobsen’s letters to
his family. In contrast to the former, Jacobsen’s letters are
addressed to several persons, and were meant to be read by
family and friends. All in all these documents bring us
close, in fact right into the midst of the life of the expedi-
tion members, and with their literary qualities, wit and hu-
mour, the letters and diaries contribute to an under  -
standing of the moods and sentiments of the members
along the way. In my use of personal letters I have selected
aspects relevant to the expedition, and for the same rea-
sons, I have chosen not to include letters from their wives
and family members. My ambition was never to offer per-
sonal portraits, but obviously, there is a grey zone: to make
sense of Haslund-Christensen’s intentions and follow in
his footsteps, and to reason with his texts, letters and
notes, the judgements, style and character of our protago-
nist invariably must play a role. 

Note on Transliteration and Translation

Mongolian words are written according to the spelling
used by the actual sources applied in the text, which means
that the same word may appear in different spellings
within one paragraph. Some of the spellings may be more
comprehensible to a Danish-speaking reader than to an
English or Mongolian speaker. According to Christopher P.
Atwood, the diversity of spellings is related to the fact that
accounts of Mongolia have been told “exclusively in Euro-
pean languages, almost entirely by non-Mongols, and
largely on the basis of non-Mongolian sources” (1999, xviii).
As an object of intense cosmopolitan interests over the
years, Mongolia, its history and culture have been described
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in numerous languages and consequently there are many
varied spellings from English, German, French, Hungarian,
Fin nish, Russian, Swedish, Danish, etc. 

Place names and names of historical persons are
spelled according to common use and English orthography
such as Ulaanbaatar, Ghinggis Khan, Lhasa, Sinkiang and
Xinjiang, etc. As is well known to anyone working with
Inner Asia, place names appear over time in both Chinese
and Mongolian and reflect the changing political powers
and their respective languages. The Chinese city on the
border of Inner Mongolia, Kalgan (from haalgaa, “the gate”
in Manchu and Mongolian) or Zhangjiakou (“Zang family
gate” in Chinese), is a case in point. Likewise the capital of
Inner Mongolia: founded by Altan Khan in the late six-
teenth century as Köke Kote (or Qota), “The Blue City”, it
was later spelt Kuku Koto or Khukho Khoto, as I spell it in
the book. Its former Chinese name was Kuei-hua-ch’eng,
“City of the Return of Civilization” – i.e. the Chinese civi-
lization (cf. Kara, 2005). This term was often used by the
Danish expedition members; they also used the Chinese
term Suiyuan (“the new city”), which really designated the
province from 1930-1937. Baptized Meinjiang (Mongolian)
and Meriko (Japanese) during the Japanese occupation
from 1937-1945, the city afterwards returned to its old
name, spelt Hohhot or Huhehot and the meaning of “The
Blue City” as capital of Nei Mongol, The Inner Mongolian
Autonomous Region of China. 

With regard to the variant ways of spelling of Mongo-
lian words, place names included, it is fruitful to quote a
lengthy note from a document by the expedition’s philolo-
gist Kaare Grønbech: “On the principles of transcription of
Mongolian place names to the Latin alphabet”: 

In the spelling of Mongolian words, two different principles
can be chosen: 1) you can spell the word after the local Mon-
gols’ pronunciations or 2) according to the applied written

language. Which of the two systems you prefer is dependent
on your personal judgement in every case. Sometimes the
result is the same, but often the modern pronunciation is
so distant from the written form that for practical reasons,
it is apt to use the spoken form. Besides, in the written form,
certain letters are read differently in Outer and Inner Mon-
golia: e.g. the written form küriye (monastery) becomes khure
(with the ’kh’ pronounced as a strong h-sound, and a long
‘e’) among Mongols from the south and among most
Khalkh, whereas the Torguts and the western Khalkh tribes
say kure.

The method applied by Haslund-Christensen was to write
down the words as he perceived them in the local pronun-
ciation.  He spoke Mongolian fluently, including various
 dialects, but never acquired the skills to write and read the
language. His rendering of Mongolian words in his pur-
chase book e.g. is consequently phonetic, based on Danish
or Swedish sounds, but often supplemented with the writ-
ten Mongolian word, made by one of his assistants. Georg
Söderbom, on the other hand, mastered Mongolian and
Chinese in both speaking and writing and supplied his col-
lector’s notes with the spoken and written form of the ob-
ject’s name. In the current text I have followed the practice
of all my protagonists, and in the rendering of city- and
place names leaned on Grønbech’s recommendations. 

All Danish texts and documents, published or unpub-
lished, have been translated into English by me, likewise
the translation into English of published texts from French
and German. In both cases I have been aided by my lan-
guage revisers, but take full responsibility for any flaws. All
quotations from Haslund-Christensen’s books stem from
the Danish editions. 

Christel Braae
Copenhagen, April 2017

foreword 25

notes
1. The archive is labelled in Danish: Etnografisk Samlings Beretningsarkiv,
consequently ESBA. 

2. The book collection was re-catalogued in 2005 and shelved in the
 Turkish section of the Carsten Niebuhr Section’s library in the Institute 
of Cross-Cultural Studies at Copenhagen University. 
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My work with the Mongolian collections took place at the
Ethnographic Department at the National Museum of
Denmark and was initially secured with a three-year grant
from the Carlsberg Foundation, for which I am deeply
grate ful. I am indebted to Senior Researcher and Editor-in-
Chief of The Carlsberg Foundation’s Nomad Research Project, Ida
Nicolaisen, and to the late Klaus Ferdinand (1926–2005),
Head of Collections at Moesgaard Museum, for approach-
ing me with the enticing proposal to redirect my attention
to Mongolia and Inner Asia – after many years’ work on the
Middle East, the very region that I had had the privilege of
studying with Klaus Ferdinand since the 1970s. 

I extend my grateful thanks to the Ethnographic De-
partment for housing me and the project, and for the
 unfailing support of the Heads of the Department Torben
Lund bæk, Espen Wähle, Ulf Johansson Dahre, Karin Ty -
bjerg, and Christian Sune Pedersen, the present Head of
Research and Collection of the Department, which today is
named Modern History and World Cultures – and of Head
of Collections Bobo Charlotte Magid Krabbe. Likewise I
thank Per Kristian Madsen, former Head of Research at the
National Museum, and later Director, for his support of the
Mongolian research project. 

I could not have completed this project without the
steady encouragement I received from my dear colleagues.
I am espe cially indebted to Senior Researcher Rolf Gilberg
for his thorough guidance among the Mongolian collec-
tions and for his continued help in the preparations for this
publication and to Senior Researcher Joan Hornby for help-
ing me out on Chinese issues. I am likewise thankful for
the never-failing support of librarians Bodil Valentiner and
Jesper Kurt-Nielsen. I offer my thanks to my former col-
league, musicologist Annette Erler, for her valuable co -
operation in the archives of the collection. 

My work with the artefacts took place at the National
Museum’s storage area in Brede, where I was received with
professional excellence by former Head of the Ethnograph -
ic storage facilities, Ingegerd Marxen, and by the present
manager Anne-Kathrine Kjerulff and her dedicated staff,
Anja Blok Jespersen and Suzan Mefail, who have supported
my studies with unfailing patience and encouragement.
Furthermore, I am thankful to Gudrun Lefmann for her

initial help and assistance in the description of the riding
accoutrements for horses and camels. To track the so-called
Paris Collection, the part of Haslund-Christensen’s collec-
tion that was transferred to the Musée de l’Homme in 1946,
I went to Paris twice and was kindly received at the
 museum by Director Bernard Dupaigne and by Head of the
Département d’Asie Christine Hemmet, who gave me free
access to the collections and the relevant archive. 

Initial encouragement and valuable advice on litera-
ture was given by scholars Dr David Sneath, and Professor
Dr Veronika Veit. I also received splendid suggestions of
valuable references from Professor Dr Yuki Konagaya of the
National Museum of Ethnology in Osaka. 

From my travels in Mongolia in 1997, I am indebted to
President of the Mongolian-Danish Society, Tunga Najma,
and her late husband Sh. Tsog for their great hospitality
and the perfect organisation of my memorable journey to
the Hentii Aimag in August 1997. I would also like to extend
my thanks to Dr Morris Rossabi, Senior Scholar and Ad-
junct Pro fessor at Columbia University, whose kind interest
in my project goes back to our first meeting in Ulaanbaatar
in 1997.

This work could not have been accomplished without
the enduring support of many anthropologists: Anie Mon-
tigny, Esther Fihl, Ida Nicolaisen, Inge Damm, Inger Sjør -
slev, Michael Harbsmeier, Miriam Koktvedgaard Zeitzen,
Rannveig Reu mert Lárusdóttir, Trine Brox; anthropologists
specialising in the Mongolian field, Andreas Dalsgaard,
Ann Fenger Ben well, Benedikte Møller Kristensen, Håkan
Wahlquist, Lars Højer, Morten Axel Pedersen; my col-
leagues at the Moesgaard Museum and archives, Sophie
Hooge Seebach, Svend Ca stenfeldt and Ulrik Høj Johnsen;
the Danish-Mongolian Society and its dedicated members
and, last but not least the Society of Central Asia, whose
first chairman Per Fischer I remember with gratitude. 

For helping me with issues relating to Mongolian felt
objects, I forward my thanks to artist Martien van Zuilen.
Later, I was fortunate to collect the wisdom of Professor Dr
Tangad Danaajav one afternoon at the Ethnographic De-
partment, where he patiently explained the intricate pat-
terns of felt and their meaning. 

For the arduous task of translating classical Mongolian,
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I am truly indebted to the following scholars: Professor Dr
Y. Sarengerile, ethnologist Erdenechimeg Minjuurdorj, Dr
Veronika Kapišovská, Dr Daniel Berounsky, and Dr Isabelle
Charleux.

The objects were photographed by the National Mu-
seum’s photographer Roberto Fortuna in a most wonderful
atmosphere with the help of his assistants, Lise Johansen
and Jenny Sundby. For reading drafts of the manuscript at
various phases, I am grateful to Inge Damm and to Inger
Sjørslev, from whom I received many valuable suggestions.
It is, however, Editor-in-Chief Ida Nicolaisen to whom I am
most deeply obligated: her thorough readings and always
comprehensive view of contents and form improved the
manuscript while her continuous encouragement helped
me steer the project home. I cannot thank her enough.
Language revision was conducted by James Manley, James
Bulman-May, and finally Mia Gaudern. I thank my col-
league Bente Gundestrup for meticulously copyediting the
full text. All flaws hereafter are mine. Eric and Mette
Mourier did the graphic design and I express my deepest
gratitude for their welcoming reception of me, and their
guidance and expertise. I thank Poul Lauritsen of Na ra yana
Press for his steady navigation through the production of
the book, and Sanne Lind Hansen, my editor at the Aarhus
University Press, for her similarly helpful guidance. I thank
Gunvor Helene Platou for making the indexes.  Fi nal ly, I
thank the Carlsberg Foundation for their financial support
of this book. 

Without the love and understanding of my family, my
husband Thomas Haugaard and my children Anna and Carl
Christian and their spouses, this work would not have been
completed. Last, but not least, I wish to thank the Haslund-
Christensen family, particularly Marianne and Søren, for
their hospitality and care. It is, however, Søren Haslund-
Christensen to whom I am most deeply obliged, as he ap-
proached me at a time when I was at an impasse with the
manuscript. Søren offered me access to his father’s per-
sonal papers, including the correspondence between Hen-
ning Haslund-Christensen and his wife Mammie during
his expeditions, which gave me the necessary spark of in-
spiration to resume the work. Therefore this book is dedi-
cated to Søren.  

The Archival Photographs

The majority of the black-and-white photographs in the
book come from the photo archive of the Ethnographic De-

partment and Modern History and World Cultures. They
are furnished in the captions with the name of the photog-
rapher, whenever it is known. The archive also includes
collections of prints by Swedish missionary Joel Eriksson,
and by Haslund’s co-members of the Sino-Swedish Expe-
dition Gösta Montell, Folke Bergman, and some by Paul
Lieberentz, the official photographer of the Sino-Swedish
Expedition. The original matches of these prints have not
been found in the archives in Stockholm, and, conse-
quently, they are ascribed here to the Ethnographic Depart-
ment’s photo archive. From the correspondence between
the members and Haslund after the expedition, it appears
that exchanges of photos were common. This sometimes
contributes to some confusion with regard to provenance
of the photos, as records were rarely made. 

Photos were kindly lent to me by a number of institu-
tions and private persons. First and foremost I am indebted
to the guardian of the Sven Hedin Foundation & Photo
Arch ive at the SMVK (The Swedish National Museums of
World Culture), Senior Researcher Håkan Wahlquist, and
photo archivist Ann Olsén, who did their utmost to help
identify and retrieve the important photos from Sven
Hedin’s Sino-Swedish expedition. I particularly thank
Håkan Wahlquist, former curator of the Central Asian col-
lections at the SMVK, whose brilliant authority in these
matters has been a significant and most appreciated help.
I am likewise grateful for the assistance I received from the
Moesgaard Museum and Archives from Sophie Hooge See-
bach and Ulrik Høj John sen. The Danish-Mongolian Society
kindly put at my disposal a digital copy of the photos by
Lena Tidemand, which are otherwise in the possession of
the Tidemand family. For identifying the names of geo-
graphical places and temples in the photos by Carl Krebs,
Lena Tidemand, and K. A.  Albertsen, I am indebted to Sue
Byrne and the DOMM (Documentation of Mongolian
Monasteries), to Isabelle Charleux, and to Uradyn Bulag. I
am further obliged to the guardian of the Inga Aistrup
Archive, Peter Lind, for letting me use photos taken by his
mother, Inga Aistrup. I extend my grateful thanks to Rolf
Gilberg for letting me use his private photos from the
naadam festival in Hentii in 1997, and to the Haslund-Chris-
tensen family for putting at my disposal series of family
photos retrieved from the many boxes of the family’s
 personal papers, thanks to Charlotte and Michael. Finally,
I thank the family for giving their permission for two
paintings by Lodai lama to be photo graphed by Roberto
Fortuna for the present book.
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In May 1936 the forty year old Lieutenant Henning Has -
lund-Christensen turned up at the doorstep of the office of
Thomas Thomsen, Head of the Ethnographic Department
at the National Museum of Denmark and presented his
plans for an expedition to Mongolia. At this point in time
Haslund-Christensen was already a seasoned explorer and
respected author of popular travel books. The two men had
met seven years earlier, when Haslund-Christensen’s
dreams of going to Mongolia had been discussed. The pres-
ent meeting appeared to be convenient for both men, as in
the meantime, the plans for an extended ethnographic
museum had been successfully launched by Thomsen and
his staff. 

In 1921 the Ethnographic Department had regained its
status as a separate department after a shadow existence
for many years as part of the Department of Prehistory.
Three years later Thomas Thomsen became the leader and
the museum became a hub of ethnographic and anthropo-
logical activity. To make room for the thousands of arte-
facts coming in from expeditions and travellers to Green-
land, Central Asia, and North Africa, and especially from
Knud Rasmussen’s Fifth Thule expedition 1921-1924, which
brought back specimens from every single Inuit group in
the Canadian Arctic, plans for a new building were set in
motion. On the initiative of prominent Danish personali-
ties like the physicist Nils Bohr, the Arctic explorer Knud
Rasmussen, the industrialist H. N. Andersen of the East
Asiatic Company, and the philosopher Harald Høffding, an
appeal for financial support was made to Danish citizens
and resulted in a “people’s gift” of 1,3 mill DKK in 1926.1 The
new building in Ny Vestergade was to open in 1938 and in
the same year the Ethnographic Department was to host
The International Congress of Anthropologists with the
prospect of hundreds of visiting anthropologists from
around the world. Both events put pressure on Thomas
Thomsen and his staff to acquire further collections of a

similar quality as the Arctic material obtained by Knud
Rasmussen and for which the museum was duly revered
by the international scientific community. So when Has -
lund-Christensen proposed his plans in May 1936, Thomas
Thomsen was interested and soon able to find support for
a journey which would bring important additions to the
museum’s limited Mongolian material. Who then is the
man who approached Thomas Thomsen in 1936, what was
his background, and how did he convince Thomsen of his
plans? Let me introduce this “gallant Dane”.2

Henning Haslund-Christensen (Haslund hereafter)
was born on 31 August 1896 in Copenhagen as son of Clau-
dia Haslund and Søren Christensen, a musician in the
 Royal Orchestra – from whom he presumably got his know -
ledge and love of music. He entered the military and was
appointed Lieutenant of the Danish Royal Guards in 1918.
Besides riding, which was compulsory for an officer in
those days, the army supplied good general education,
above all a solid knowledge of topography, which served
him well on his many travels and expeditions. As a cadet
at Kronborg Castle he became acquainted with the charis-
matic officer and physician Carl Immanuel Krebs (1889-
1971) who was planning to go to Uriankhai in Mongolia to
establish a farm and a station for fur trade. Among the
many volunteers, who wanted to go, Haslund was imme-
diately chosen by Krebs and along with four young men,
they took off in 1923. After two years’ hard work on the farm
project, unfortunate political circumstances for foreigners
in Mongolia forced Haslund to leave the country and take
a job in China. The daily contact with local Mongols had
stirred his interest in their society and spiritual life, how-
ever, and he had picked up vernacular Mongolian. His early
impressions of the country and its peoples are captured in
his book Jabonah (1932) (English version: Tents in Mongolia
1934). From the reports of his companions in Uriankhai we
learn of a charming person, who got along well with the
Mongols, and whose frankness and easiness they enjoyed.
Enchanted by his charm and vitality was also the Swedish
explorer Sven Hedin who employed Haslund for his Sino-
Swedish Expedition in 1927. His assistance to the scientists

Henning Haslund-Christensen: 
Explorer, Collector and Writer
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Haslund at Chagan Khure Sume, the White Temple, field station of 

The Second Danish Expedition to Central Asia in 1938-1939. 

Photo: Haslund, 1939.
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was acknowledged by Hedin and in early 1929 Haslund got
permission to pursue his personal interests and study the
Torguts, a Mongolian tribe with whom he had become ac-
quainted in a small location called Kharashar in the foot -
hills of the Tien Shan Mountains. For Haslund this remote
location became a sanctuary from the political strife in
Sinkiang (Xinjiang) and a unique opportunity to test his
skills as collector and field-worker. He gained the trust of
the Torgut prince and living Buddha and for four months
he recorded songs and collected material on the history of
the tribe. 

On leave from the expedition in the summer of 1929
two important events changed his personal life and future
career: He met his coming wife Inga Marit Lindström, the
daughter of Märtha Telander and Captain of the Swedish
navy C. F. J. Lindström, in Stockholm, and a close friend of
the Hedin family, and in Copenhagen he met with Thomas
Thomsen at the National Museum who was sympathetic
to Haslund’s dream of one day leading his own expedition
to Asia. In 1930 Haslund’s employment with Sven Hedin
came to an end. This was a disappointment to him, but he
went to Kashmir, where he tried to build up a trade route
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Companions on their way to Mongolia in

June 1923: Kaj “the Buffalo” Borgstrøm lifts

his fellow emigrants, Carl Krebs on his left

and Tage Birck on his right side, and

Haslund on his shoulders. Photographer

unknown.

Arriving safely in Shanghai in August 1923, the danes enjoyed a few days of entertainment

and relaxation before the long walk up to Urga. From the left are Haslund, Tage Birck, Kaj

Borgstrøm and Carl Krebs, the leader of the emigration project to Mongolia. Photog ra pher

unknown.

Inga Marit Lind-

ström, called Mam -

mie, met Haslund

in 1929. They mar-

ried three years

 later. She was a

close partner in all

his endeavours

from the very be-

ginning. She was

his first reader, and

the  person to

whom he addressed

his  diaries during

his exped itions. 

Private possession.
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between Srinagar and Kashgar. In early 1931 he was caught
in an avalanche near Peshawar and seriously injured. After
a dramatic rescue he flew to Stockholm to be operated and
upon a long convalescence he recovered with a small limp.
Soon after he married and settled in Stockholm. With un-
failing energy he managed to write two books during his
recovery, Jabonah (1932) and Zajagan (1935) (English version:
Men and Gods in Mongolia 1935), the latter relating his experi-
ences during Sven Hedin’s expedition and his meeting
with the Torguts. At this time he also worked on his music
recordings, gave public lectures and went on radio in Swe-
den and Denmark. These achievements brought him in
contact with influential circles in Copenhagen, the Royal
Danish Geographical Society, the National Museum, the
Copenhagen University and importantly, the political es-
tablishment who backed his plans for his one-man expe-
dition to Eastern Inner Mongolia (1936-1937) and later his
expedition to South East Inner Mongolia in 1938-1939. On
both expeditions he worked under extreme political pres-
sure from the Japanese who had occupied the region in 1931

and 1937 respectively. The reason Haslund was able to suc-
ceed and even manage to bring back comprehensive collec-
tions was due to his talents for diplomacy, his thorough lo-
cal knowledge and his ability to seize opportunities. On
both expeditions Haslund relied on help from old friends
in Inner Mongolia, a mix of people from his time in the
Hedin expedition, Danes working in China, and Swedish
missionaries who jointly make up what I refer to as the
Scandinavian network. On the second expedition Haslund
was accompanied by Werner Jacobsen, a 26 year old student
of  archaeology, and Kaare Grønbech, a 39 year old philolo-
gist and doctor of Turkish, who both aided Haslund collect-
ing ethnographic artefats, but first and foremost made sig-
nificant finds for the National Museum and the Royal Li-
brary within their own fields. After his return Haslund
worked on his collections at the museum and curated their
display of the permanent exhibition in 1946. 

During World War II ideas for a third expedition to
Cen tral Asia were developed by Haslund and a number of
scholars in Denmark and Sweden, and a plan was finally
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The Swedish explorer Sven Hedin with his Scandinavian team before the departure of the Sino-Swedish expedition in 1927: From the left

 physicist David Hummel, Haslund, geologist Erik Norin, archaeologist Folke Bergman, Sven Hedin, Frans August Larson and Georg Söderbom.

Photo: Paul Lieberentz, 1927. SMVK & Sven Hedin Foundation.
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formed by Haslund and Grønbech. In December 1947 the
Third Danish Expedition to Central Asia embarked on its
journey and established its base in Kabul, Afghanistan. The
first batch of scholars of the interdisciplinary team includ-
ed zoologist Kristian Paludan, botanist Lennart Edelberg,
historian of religion Halfdan Siiger, and botanists Mogens
and Åse Køie. The following year geographer Johannes
Humlum, and zoologist Niels Haarløv joined the team.
Tragically Haslund fell ill less than a year after he had
 arrived in Afghanistan and he died after a brief illness on
18 September 1948 in Kabul, where he was buried at the in-
ternational cementary.3 The leadership of the expedition
was taken over by his colleagues and close peers, Carl Krebs,
Kaare Grønbech and Kristian Paludan, and subsequently by
anthropologist HRH Prince Peter of Greece to Denmark.
The work was completed by the team as planned in 1951. 

In addition to the two popular travel books already
mentioned, Haslund published a third book, Asiatiske Strejf -
tog in 1945 (Mongolian Journey 1949). Of scholarly interest are
art icles in the Journal of the Royal Central Asian Society
(1934; 1938) and the National Museum’s publication series
Fra  Nationalmuseets Arbejdsmark (1944a; 1946); likewise a thor-
ough introduction to his music and sound collections is
found in the series of scientific reports from Sven Hedin’s
Sino-Swedish expeditions in 1943. His books became im-
mensely popular in Denmark and were soon translated

 into many languages. Haslund was also a valued and steady
contribu tor to feature articles in Danish newspapers and
magazines, offering historical, political, and social perspec-
tives of Mongolian culture and descriptions of his journeys. 

The legacy of the “grand expeditions”: 
Haslund as traveller and collector

Haslund’s travels and expeditions are inscribed in the larg-
er history of ethnographic expeditions, which began in the
second part of the 1800s. This was an enterprise congruent
with the general establishment of ethnographic museums
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The three members of The Second Danish Expedition to Central

Asia: Haslund flanked by two of his close assistants, Bimba and

 Altan Hajak, with archaeologist Werner Jacobsen and philologist

Kaare Grønbech in front of field station, Chagan Khure Sume in 1939.

Photo: Haslund, 1939.

Söderbom stands between Haslund to the left, and Desmond Mar-

tin, Canadian historian and Werner Jacobsen to the right. Georg

Söderbom (1904-1973), son af missionary parents Carl and  Anna

Söderbom, Georg was born in China and began acquiring an inti-

mate knowledge of Chinese and Mongolian as a child. He par tici -

pated in Sven Hedin’s Central Asian Expedition 1927-1935 along with

many other Scandinavians, among them Haslund. The two  became

close friends, and when Haslund returned to Inner Mongolia in 1936,

Söderbom assisted Haslund in parts of the collections. In the follow-

ing year, Söderbom became a regular member of The Second Danish

Expedition to Central Asia (1937-1938) with a significant contribution

to the expedition’s collections, the so-called Caravan Collection. In

1949 Söderbom left for Sweden, and apart from the years 1951-1955

when he lived in the USA, Söderbom lived and worked in Sweden

until his death, assisting in the comprehensive work on the results

of the Sven Hedin expedition at the Ethnographic Museum in Stock-

holm. Photo: Kaare Grønbech, 1938.
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