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N. F. S. Grundtvig (1783-1872), a chief architect of Denmark’s modern identity
and still an active force in Danish social, political and religious life, was an
outstanding intellect of Europe’s turbulent 19th century, firmly rooted in

mainstream European tradition but a stubbornly individualistic thinker – poet,
hymn-writer, literary antiquarian, mythologist, historian, theologian,

churchman, educationalist whose ideas continue to find followers around the
world, champion of individual liberty, passionate promoter of Danish

folkelighed, advocate of a benign and inclusive nationalism, contemporary and
dialectical adversary of Søren Kierkegaard. Yet the bulk of his abundantly

documented work has hitherto remained little known to the English-speaking
world, chiefly for want of adequate translations. This extensive selection and

translation of Grundtvig’s own retrospects together with memoirs by
contemporaries offers an international readership firsthand knowledge of

Grundtvig the man. A copious index supplies documentation of the period, its
personalities, ideas, institutions and events, affording an insight into the

Danish and European milieu which shaped him and which he in turn helped to
shape. While the non-specialist reader is always kept in mind, the book aspires
to qualify as a textbook in schools, colleges and universities where 19th-century

European studies are taught. It is the foundational volume in an intended
series of English translations of Grundtvig’s works, under preparation in the

Centre for Grundtvig Studies in the University of Aarhus, Denmark.

S.A.J. Bradley, Emeritus Professor of Anglo-Saxon in the University of York, 
is a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London, Director of the 

Grundtvig English Translation Project in the University of Aarhus, and an
editor of the annual journal Grundtvig-Studier.
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